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CHRISTMAS all wrapped up
Christmas can be a real pressure, getting the right
presents, being with family for whole days, hosting
people and trying to have a happy Christmas. It can
really be a pressure.
Yet when the presents are all wrapped, when all the
food bought and the decorations up, we should take
time to relax and think about what Christmas is really
about. So stop worrying about the money you have or
are going to spend or the credit card bill in January
and take time to understand actually what we are
celebrating.

Getting Christmas
all wrapped up
means not only
understanding
what Christmas is
all about but being
able to explain it
as well.

We should all be able to explain what Christians believe
Christmas is truly all about.
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Week 1: Why do we celebrate Christmas?
Most people accept that Jesus was not born on December
25th. Yet the date was reported as being the birthday of
Jesus as early as 170-183 AD. Eastern Churches maintain
that the date is January 6th.
However, the actual date doesn’t matter the important
thing is that he was born.
The term Christmas appeared in Old English as early as
1038 A.D. as Cristes Maesse, and later as Cristes-messe
in A.D. 1131. It means "the Mass of Christ." This name
was established by the Christian church to disconnect the
holiday and its customs from its pagan origins.
As one fourth century theologian penned, "We hold this
day holy, not like the pagans because of the birth of the
sun, but because of Him who made it."
Although it is true that many traditional Christmas
customs find their origins in pagan practices, these
ancient and forgotten associations are far removed from
the hearts of Christian worshippers today at
Christmastime. So much so, it seems a pointless concern.

If the focus of
Christmas is Jesus
Christ and his gift of
eternal life, then what
harm can come from
such a celebration?
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Moreover, Christian churches see Christmas as an
occasion to spread the good news of the gospel at a
time when many unbelievers pause to consider Christ.
Why Do We Celebrate
Christ's Birthday?
We may respond by
asking a few simple
questions: Why do we
celebrate a child's
birthday? Why do we
celebrate a loved one's
birthday? Is it not to
remember and cherish
the significance of the
event?
What other event throughout all time is more significant
than the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ? It marks the
arrival of Immanuel, God with us, the word become
flesh, the Saviour of the world—his is the most
significant birth ever.
It is the central event in all of history. Time chronicles
backward and forward from this moment. We find
ourselves asking, how can we fail to remember this day
with great joy and reverence? How can we not celebrate
Christmas?
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Week 2: Why did the Son of Man come into the world?
The phrase “Son of Man” is a reference to Jesus'
humanity; it is not a denial of His deity. By becoming a
man, Jesus did not cease being God. The incarnation of
Christ did not involve the subtraction of deity, but the
addition of humanity. Jesus clearly claimed to be God on
many occasions (Matthew 16:16, 17; John 8:58; 10:30).
But in addition to being divine, he was also human (see
Philippians 2:6-8). He had two natures (divine and
human) joined in one person.

The bible indicates that Jesus was not denying his deity
by referring to Himself as the Son of Man. In fact, it is
highly revealing that the term “Son of Man” is used in
Scripture in contexts of Christ's deity.
For example, the bible says that only God can forgive
sins (Isaiah 43:25; Mark 2:7). But as the “Son of Man,”
Jesus had the power to forgive sins (Mark 2:10).
Likewise, Christ will return to earth as the “Son of Man”
in clouds of glory to reign on earth (Matthew 26:63-64).
In this passage, Jesus is citing Daniel 7:13 where the
Messiah is described as the "Ancient of Days," a phrase
used to indicate His deity (cf. Daniel 7:9).
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Daniel 7:13 and Revelation 1: 13, both describe,
“Someone like a son of man”, like but not a son of man.
While the book of Enoch records this Son of Man as one
who intervenes in life but is being held back in heaven
until it is time for the Kingdom of God to come.
Further, when Jesus was asked by the high priest
whether he was the “Son of God” (Matthew 26:63), he
responded affirmatively, declaring that he was the “Son
of Man” who would come in power and great glory (verse
64). This indicated that Jesus Himself used the phrase
“Son of Man” to indicate his deity as the Son of God.

Finally, the phrase “Son of
Man” also emphasizes who
Jesus is in relation to his
incarnation and his work of
salvation. In the Old Testament
(Leviticus 25:25-26, 48-49;
Ruth 2:20), the next of kin
(one related by blood) always
functioned as the
"kinsman-redeemer" of a
family member who needed
redemption from jail. Jesus
became related to us “by
blood” (that is, he became a
man) so he could function as
our Kinsman-Redeemer and
rescue us from sin.
Jesus is the Christ (Greek) or Messiah (Hebrew), meaning
anointed one, who was to bring in the Kingdom of God and
make salvation available to mankind.
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Week 3: Why did Jesus Christ come into the World?
As promised in the Old Testament Scriptures, the Christ
(Messiah) came into the world to save sinners by His
death upon the Cross, according to the set purpose and
plan of God, that the way should be open for sinners to
obtain a right relationship with God and the gift of eternal
life.
The Lord Jesus Christ emphasized the purposes for which
he did not come.
He did not come to call the righteous (Matthew 9:13;
Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32).
He did not come to condemn or judge the world (John
3:17; 12:47).
He did not come to abolish the law or the prophets (Matthew 5:17).
He did not come to be served and waited upon (Mark
10:45).
Christ came because it was the Father's will.
He did not come of His own accord or His own initiative
(John 7:28).
He was sent into the world (John 4:34; compared with
John 3:16).
He came from the Father (John 8:42; John 16:28; John
17:8).
He came to do the
Father's will (John 4:34;
John 6:38; John 8:29;
Luke 2:49).
His aim throughout His
earthly ministry was to
please the Father
(John 5:30).
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Christ came to reveal the Father to us.
He came to make the Father known - His grace and truth
- for no one has ever seen God, but the only begotten
Son, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known
(John 1:17-18).
He came to testify to the truth about God (John 18:37).
He came to complete the law, or, expressing it in another way, to reveal more completely what God requires of
us (Matthew 5:17).
He came to speak what
the Father had
commanded Him to say
- and His words are the
words of eternal life
(John 12:49-50).
One of the reasons
why Christ is called
'the Light' is that He
revealed the Father
(John 3:19).
Christ came to save sinners - this is the stress of the
Bible.
He came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy
1:15).
Acting on the principle that it is the sick who need a doctor and not the well, He came to call sinners to repentance (Matthew 9:12-13; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32).
He came to seek and to save the lost (Matthew 18:11;
Luke 15:1-32; 19:10; John l0:16).
He came to be the Saviour of the world (John 12:47; 1
John 4:14)- to make it possible for God to save those in
danger of perishing (John 3:16).
He came that we might believe on Him and be saved
(John 3:16-17; John 6:29).
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Christ came, therefore, to die.
He made it plain to His disciples that He had to go to
Jerusalem, there to suffer much from the elders, chief
priests and scribes, to be put to death, and to be raised
again on the third day (Matthew 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke
9:22) - all in accord with what was written of Him in the
law of Moses, in the prophets and the Psalms (Isaiah
53:12; Luke 22:37; Luke 24:44-47).
He came into the world with the deliberate intention of
dying upon the Cross (John 12:27; Acts 2:23).
He came to give His life a ransom for many (Mark
10:45).
He came to be the propitiation - the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10).
Christ came that through His death for sinners we might
have a right relationship with God, and eternal life.
He came that those who accept Him may receive a right
relationship with the Father (Matthew 10:40; Luke
10:16; John 13:20).
He came that, by means of the Cross, He might be the
way to God for us (John 14:6).
He came to proclaim the good news of peace through the
reconciliation made possible by the Cross.
(Ephesians 2:16-17)
He came so that
everyone who has faith
in Him as the crucified
and risen Messiah
should possess eternal
life (John 3:14-15;
John 6:40, John 6:51,
John 6:58; John 17:3).
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Tuesday
4th

& 18th December.
11.00am -12noon
Sunday mornings
9.30am

Prayer Meetings
"Restore the joy of Your
salvation to us; let us
experience the joy of Your
presence” (Psalm 51:12; 16:11)

Sunday 2nd Dec
at 6.00pm

Pudding, Praise & Prayer!
Bring a pudding and join us
in an exciting time of praise
and prayer!

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.

Tuesday pm
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Thursdays
in term time

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
3’s - 5’s- 1.30-2.45pm

Thursday 13th Dec
8.00pm

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Christmas Party
Everyone Welcome!
Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees A chat and a cuppa!
Table Top & I.T. Club
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Why not celebrate with us?

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic

Baby Massage

Tuesday

Tuesday afternoons

11th December

The Watton
Dementia Cafe
Wed. 5th December
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information

Watton &
District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday
10th December
10.15am

11

12

PRAYER FOCUS FOR DECEMBER
Our focus this month will obviously be on all the planned
Christmas events and services:
16th December - Family Carol Service - 10.30am
● pray for Tasha as she organises this service
● pray for everyone who's involved in the service
● pray that many families from the different children's
groups will come along
● pray that in the midst of the frenzy that the Christmas
season can bring, we will remember it's all about Jesus
and get that message across
● pray that we will all show God's love to people as once
again we have the opportunity to welcome them into our
church
23rd December - Carols by Candlelight - 6.30pm
● pray for Rachael and the worship team as they organise
this service
● pray and ask God who you can invite
● pray that the true message of Christmas will be shown
through the service
● pray that we will all show God's love to people as once
again we have the opportunity to welcome them into our
church
25th December - Christmas Communion
● pray that this service will be well attended and whilst we
celebrate with family and friends, we won't forget Jesus
and that he is the reason for the season!
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Week 4: Christmas is really here
Christmas is celebrated all over the world and here are
just a few ways of saying Merry Christmas in different
countries and their different traditions.
India - Tamil Nathar Puthu Varuda Valthukkal (good
New Year not Merry Christmas)
French: Joyeux Noel
Iraqi: Idah Saidan Wa Sanah Jadidah
Egypt - Arabic: Milad Majid
Iran - Farsi: Cristmas-e-shoma mobarak bashad
India
Christians in India decorate banana or mango trees.
They also light small oil-burning lamps as Christmas
decorations and fill their churches with red flowers.
They give presents to family members and baksheesh, or
charity, to the poor people.

In India, the poinsettia
is in flower and so the
churches are decorated
with this brilliant bloom
for the Christmas
Midnight Mass.

In South India, Christians put small clay lamps on the
rooftops and walls of their houses at Christmas, just as
the Hindus do during their festival called Diwali.
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France
On Christmas Eve,
children leave their
shoes by the fireplace
to be filled with gifts
from Pere Noel. In
the morning they also
find that sweets,
fruit, nuts and small
toys have been hung
on the tree.

In cathedral squares, the story of Christ's birth is
re-enacted by both players and puppets.
Nearly every French home at Christmastime displays a
Nativity scene or crèche, which serves as the focus for the
Christmas celebration. The crèche is often peopled with
little clay figures called ‘santons’ or "little saints." In
addition to the usual Holy Family, shepherds, and Magi,
the craftsmen also produce figures in the form of local
dignitaries and characters.
Iraq
In the Christian homes an unusual ceremony is held in the
courtyard of the home on Christmas Eve. One of the
children in the family reads the story of the Nativity from
an Arabic Bible. The other members of the family hold
lighted candles, and as soon as the story has been read a
bonfire is lit in one corner of the courtyard. The fire is
made of dried thorns and the future of the house for the
coming year depends upon the way the fire burns. If the
thorns burn to ashes, the family will have good fortune.
While the fire is burning, a psalm is sung. When the fire is
reduced to ashes, everyone jumps over the ashes three
times and makes a wish.
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Egypt
The Coptic Church is an Orthodox Church and in the Coptic Church Christmas is celebrated on the 7th January.
Advent is observed for forty days and during this period
people are expected to fast eating no meat, poultry or
dairy products. Some people only do this during the last
week of Advent.
On the Eve of Christmas
everyone goes to church
wearing a completely new
outfit. The Christmas service
ends at midnight with the
ringing of church bells, and
then people go home to eat a
special Christmas meal known
as fata, which consists of
bread, rice, garlic and boiled
meat.
Iran
Christmas in Iran is known as the Little Feast. For the first
25 days of December, a great fast is observed, during which
no meat, eggs, milk, or cheese is eaten. It is a time of
peace and meditation; a time for attending services at the
church. When the fast is over, the feast is begun, for plenty
of meat is prepared for the Christmas dinner.
Christmas Eve is the last day of the fast. Almost before
dawn on Christmas Day, the people attend Mass to receive
Communion and it is not until they have received this
Communion that they are permitted to break fast.
The boys and girls of Iran have never heard of Santa Claus,
so they do not exchange gifts at Christmas. But they do
receive new clothes, which they proudly wear all during the
happy Christmas week.
A dish eaten for Christmas day is a kind of chicken stew. It
is cooked in large quantities and lasts several days.
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Week 5: All over and a New Year to Face
We all need some new commitments for the New Year.
Why not commit yourself to these 4 commitments for the
New Year.
1: COMMIT YOURSELF TO FORGET YOUR FAILURES
2000yrs ago Paul gave this advice “Forgetting what is
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press
on towards the goal for which God has called me
heavenwards in Christ Jesus.” Phil 3:13-14.
That advice from God’s Word has stood the test of time.
There is no more relevant and practical advice for us at
the start of 2013. God is here so that you do not have to
live your life imprisoned by your past.
2: COMMIT YOURSELF TO GIVE UP YOUR GRUDGES
Listen to these words from the book of Colossians
because in them you’ll hear the second challenge God
wants you to rise to if you want to make 2013 a
significant turning point in your life.
“Bear with each other and
forgive each other whatever
grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you”
Col 3:13.

Did you catch that challenge? God in those words is
challenging you directly and personally to give up your
grudges. That is what he means when he says forgive
each other whatever grievances you may have against
one another.
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3: COMMIT YOURSELF TO RESTORE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS
God wants us to
check out whether our relationships are working
properly.
Here is how the
Lord issues that
challenge in “If it
is possible, as far
as it depends on
you, live at peace
with everyone”
Romans 12:18.
The New Testament says that is exactly how many
Christians choose to live. Christ died to set them free, the
Holy Spirit has given them the power to be free, but just
like those former slaves they still choose to obey their old
master, sin.
The important phrase there is, as far as it depends on
you. God by using that phrase is personally challenging
each one of us to do all we can to restore our
relationships. The Lord wants you to do everything you
can to restore any relationships that have gone wrong
in your life.
4: COMMIT YOURSELF TO TURN YOUR BACK ON YOUR
TRANSGRESSIONS
In reading about the American civil war an interesting
thing was that after the war was over and the slaves had
been set free many slaves decided to stay with their
former master and continue to do what they were told.
They were set free but they chose to live as slaves.
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Are you willing to make these 4 commitments for 2013?
Will you commit yourself to forget your failures?
Will you commit yourself to give up your grudges?
Will you commit yourself to restore your relationships?
Will you commit yourself to turning your back on your
transgressions?
This New Year will really be something to celebrate if
you’ll make forgiveness the heart of what it’s all about
for you.
Have the courage to:
1. Forgive yourself and forget the past.
2. Forgive others who have hurt you and forgive whatever grievances you have.
3. Ask for forgiveness from those you have hurt and “as
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
4. Ask for God’s forgiveness.
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DECEMBER SERVICES
CHRISTMAS all wrapped up

2nd Dec: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am:
‘Why do we celebrate Christmas?’
9th Dec: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Why did the Son of
Man come into the world?
16th Dec 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Family Carol Service
23rd Dec: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Christmas is really
here!’
6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight’
25th Dec: 11.00am:
Christmas Day Celebration
30th Dec: NO Morning Service
4.00pm: New Years House Party

If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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