“Unity by Grace”

Join us in
praying for our
morning service

Service for
all the family
Help a child
this Christmas!

We must first understand that unity is not conformity neither does any
type of legalism have any place in unity. True unity is based upon the
grace of God found in Jesus Christ.
Grace makes three proclamations:
1. Only God can forgive my godlessness
2. Only God can judge my neighbour
3. I must accept who God accepts
Max Lucado uses this
illustration. “God has enlisted
us into his navy and placed us
on his ship. The boat has one
purpose - to carry us to the
other shore. This is no cruise
ship, it’s a battleship. We aren’t
called to a life of leisure; we
are called to a life of service.
Each of us has a different task. Some concerned with those who are
drowning, are snatching people from the water. Others are occupied
with the enemy so they man the cannons of prayer and worship. Still
others devote themselves to the crew, feeding and training the crew
members.
Though different, we are all the same. Each can tell of a personal
encounter with the captain, for each of us received a personal call.
He found us among the shanties of the seaport and invited us to
follow him.”
We can easily recognise that God is the captain and therefore the ship
is safe, it will not sink. There is a concern however and that is harmony
among the crew. We must learn by personal experience that harmony
leads to blessing and increases faith, whereas disharmony bestows
loss and creates unbelief.
An attitude cannot be seen or touched but the effect of a critical or
negative attitude is tangible, bringing disharmony, loss and unbelief.
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Luke 7:36-50 “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
This passage is often described
as “A Sinner’s Love.” It tells of a
woman who truly penitent
displayed her love for Jesus by
washing his feet with her tears,
drying them with her hair and
then by anointing them with
precious perfume.

The passage comes to a climax as:
“Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests
began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives
sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go
in peace.”” (Luke 7: 48-50)
As we read this passage we must ask ourselves the questions:
1. Who is this?
2. Who is this who even forgives sins?
3. Who is this who has forgiven my sins?
Now the Jews believed that only God could forgive sin; that no man
could do it. Only God was able to forgive sins. The Pharisees the
priests of the day asked “who is this?” They did not recognise that
Jesus was God in human form. Paul describes Jesus in a letter to the
Colossian Church.
“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:19-20)
We have to recognise the fact that our godlessness or sin is and can
only be forgiven through Jesus Christ and his work on the cross. It is
nothing of us, our sin was not forgive because we chose to believe in
Jesus. It is by grace that we are saved.
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We cannot earn salvation, no one is good enough to be saved, and
we do not deserve to be saved, that is for our sins to be forgiven.
Paul writing to the church in Rome tells us:
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,
through the shedding of his blood —to be received by faith.”
(Romans 3:23-25)
Therefore it is God who forgave me through Jesus Christ.
God forgave my godlessness
God paid a debt I could not pay
He forgave my shortfall in life
It is a free gift received by faith. Chris Bowater wrote
“God of grace, I turn my face
To You, I cannot hide
My nakedness, my shame, my guilt
Are all before Your eyes
Strivings and all anguished dreams
In rags lie at my feet
And only grace provides the way
For me to stand complete
And Your grace clothes me in
righteousness
And Your mercy covers me in love
Your life adorns and beautifies
I stand complete in You”

How true. Unity is only real when grace is at the centre, as seen in the
redeeming work of Jesus Christ.
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Luke 10: 25-37
“And who is my neighbour?”
Jesus answered what may have
been a genuine question although
the bible tells us that the man was
trying to justify himself. Jesus told the
man a parable about a traveller who
went down to Jericho. There were
three men travelling the same road, a
priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan.

The priest:

could represent religion, spiritual ambition or
learning.

The Levite

could represent the Law, the dispensation of
justice or an overseeing of people.

The Samaritan

could represent difference, enmity or the rejected
but always compassion, practical care and the
capacity to act.

Each one of the men made a judgement about the man half–dead lying
by the side of the road. Perhaps the priest and the Levite thought the
traveller deserved what had happened to him, or perhaps they thought
he was part of a gang of robbers or perhaps they thought he was dead
and to touch him would make them ritually unclean.
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Both the priest and the Levite judged the man and condemned him to die
at the side of the road. We can easily make judgements about people we
meet or people who come into the church. People often make
judgements about other Christians, yet the bible teaches us;
“Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master,
servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.” Romans 14:4
The Samaritan, however, was very different. Being a Samaritan he was
rejected by the Jews and treated as an enemy, something less than
human. The Samaritan had compassion not based upon how he was
treated, he showed practical care motivated by a desire to see the best
for people. Note something else about the Samaritan, he was able, able
to act in the traveller’s best interest. He had the ability, the capacity, and
the power to act.
He made no judgement other than to decide that the traveller needed
help. We are left with a question then:
“You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat
them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.”
Romans 14:10
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21st October - Harvest Festival
Please pray for this service and for everyone who's taking part
in it:
v children from Noah's Ark
v children from our Sunday School
v children from Westfield Infants School
v the Beavers who will be handing out programmes
v those who will be leading the service
Please pray for the work of the Salvation Army ARC in Norwich,
which is an Advice and Refreshment Centre for roughsleepers,
homeless and vulnerable people. Anyone over the age of 16 is
welcome to use the centre to obtain food, shelter, hygiene
services (hot shower), sleeping bags and clothing. A small
stock of food is kept for anyone undergoing extreme financial
difficulty, and a food parcel can be issued by referral or
assessment.
Pray that we bring a wonderful offering of food items to be
donated to this very worthwhile outreach.
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Beavers Colony
Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Members Flickr Evening
Gallery Photo: ‘Sports’

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Watton Child Health Clinic

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Baby Massage

Watton &
District
Diabetes UK Group

SHOEBOX APPEAL

CHRISTMAS DATES
DECEMBER

Sunday 16th 10.30am
Family Carol Service

Tuesday 25th 11.00am
Christmas Communion

Sunday 23rd
Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 30th 4.00pm
New Years House Party
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Acts 9:1-19
“I have heard many reports about this man.”
In verse 13 Ananias said to God, “I have heard many reports about
this man.”
The reports he had heard were correct. This man Saul had done harm
to the believers in Jerusalem and was in Damascus to do the same.
He could have decided that
the blindness that afflicted
Saul was a punishment from
God and the deliverance of
the saints in Damascus from
this evil man.
Ananias decided to talk to
God. The conversation is
very interesting, it is not full
of the religiousness of
prayer, nor is he trying to inform God about Saul but
sharing his concerns so that
he may understand.
This kind of conversation is the essence of prayer.
“The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he
answered. The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight
Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.
In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his
hands on him to restore his sight.”
“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this
man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.
And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest
all who call on your name.”
But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and
to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer
for my name.” Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.”
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Notice that at the end of the conversation Ananias acted in obedience.
It started with God calling Ananias and instructing him. Ananias tells
God what he understands and God qualifies the instruction.
The story of Ananias
emphasises that we
must accept those that
God accepts. We must
accept and help those
God sends to us or
those who we are sent
to by God. Jesus taught
his disciples (Matthew
25: 31-46) an incredible
lesson about accepting
people:
“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see
you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to
drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give
you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing
it to me!’ (Matthew 25: 37-40)
Some may think that these brothers and sisters were hungry or thirsty
because they are lazy, or that it is their own fault they are in prison.
Some may say they are strangers to us, not our responsibility, just like
the priest and the Levite.
But by showing hospitality to strangers, we may be entertaining angels
without realizing it (Hebrews 13:2). We may even be entertaining Jesus
himself without realising it.
We may think that by being passive or not doing anything that we cannot
do anything wrong but we must realise that Ananias went, that the
hungry were fed, the naked were clothed and the prisoner was visited.
Ananias made a positive response to the instruction of God. We should
respond positively to the instruction of God or to the compassion
engendered in our hearts or to the need that we see. Therefore accept
who God accepts.
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So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. (Matthew 7: 12)
In the Greek a mathematical calculation of addition was completed
with the total at the top instead of at the bottom as in our culture.
Therefore, the Greeks would say summed up. The calculation of the
totality of the law and the prophets was summed up in the principle to
do to others what you would have them do to you.
True unity is based upon the grace of God found in Jesus Christ.
Grace displays three things; that God has forgiven my godlessness,
that we refuse to judge anyone and that we accept who God accepts.
True unity is shown in the church when the whole church displays
hospitality and kindness to strangers. This does not mean that the
church has to put up with abuse and rudeness. However it does
mean that because God has so graciously forgiven us that we will
forgive others, that we will refuse to judge anyone because of
appearance, background or education, and that we will accept
people for who they are and where they are when they come.
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How do we display hospitality? It is always motivated by love. It
begins in the heart and is seen in our speech and then in the care
delivered by our hands.
Things we should remember when welcoming people to the church.
1. Guests want to be welcomed
They want to be welcomed. They want to observe our church service
and be provided an easy opening if they choose to come again. Most
of all, they don’t want to be pressured.
2. Welcome everyone

Not only do
newcomers need
your warm
welcome, so also
do regular
attenders. Be
enthusiastic –
about the day, the
worship that is
about to take
place, about Christ.

3. Expect guests
When people enter the door
who you do not recognize,
approach them by saying
something like, “We’re glad to
have you here today. I don’t
recall meeting you before.”
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4. Help guests connect
While you are getting to know them, introduce guests to another regular
attender who walks in and suggest they sit together, or feel free to
invite first time visitors to sit with you.

5. Say goodbye with warmth
After the service, bid farewell to visitors, inviting them to return next
week. Ask them if they have any questions. Introduce them to other
members and to the Pastor. After visitors are gone, feel free to visit with
people.
6. Avoid Church Business.
Avoid using pre or post service activities to conduct church business
that could be done over the phone during the week. Focus on guests.
Here are 9 tips for greeters. Remember, it’s more than a handshake.
1. Smile.
2. Make eye contact.
3. Take initiative and greet.
4. Don’t ask “Are you new?”
5. Don’t ask “Is this your first time?”
6. Offer the monthly newsletter or welcome pack.
7. Personal warmth — look like you enjoy welcoming people.
8. Say “I don’t think I’ve met you yet, I’m {insert your name here}”
9. If they are new, offer to show them where the restrooms are and
offer information about childcare if necessary.
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Sunday School meets during
the Sunday morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

