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Acts 3:19 - 21
“Repent therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, that
times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord, and that he may
send the Christ appointed for you,
Jesus, whom heaven must receive
until the time for restoring all the
things about which God spoke by the
mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

Introduction
This month we are looking at the topic of Restoration. It is a theme
that flows right through the Bible, and as we shall see is very much
part of God’s plan for mankind and for the Church.
We hear a lot about the subject today, and think perhaps of an old
painting being restored to it’s former vibrancy so the richness of the
colours are brought out, the cracks are smoothed and we can see
what the painter intended us to see when it was first created. Or
perhaps like an old building being lovingly brought back to its former
glory. According to the dictionary, "restore" means to reestablish
something to its original condition.
When something is restored in Scripture, however, it always grows,
multiplies or improves, so that its final condition is superior to its
) God is able to work in even hopeless,
original state (see
helpless situations to bring about his restoration process, and bring
us into his abundant life.
As we start 2012 it is good to take a fresh look at our lives and to
consider what changes God wants to make so we can become the
people he created us to be.

God’s purpose for our lives is about discovering and living in his will each
and every day. It is only his purposes for us that will bring us true joy and
peace and have lasting eternal endurance.

As God begins his restoration work in our lives
we need to take a fresh look at our
relationship with him and realize those things
that are in our lives that are not now helpful in
our Christian walk and determine to leave
them behind. A good starting point to seeing
our purpose restored is to repent and
recommit our lives to God.
I
encourage you to put your booklet down for
a few moments, whether you are on your
own, or in a small group, and do just that.
When something is being
restored the preparation
work is essential, and
cannot be hurried or
shortcut. As you rebuild
your relationship with
God be open and allow
him to continue to
highlight areas in your
life that he wants to
deal with..

Rick Warren in his book

says

He looks at our purpose under five different headings:
God chose us because he loves us and wants us to have a vibrant
relationship with him. Take time to build it up, rediscover his
friendship, discover what pleases him.
Build up your relationships with other Christians, learn to love and
forgive. Find out what your place in God’s family, the Church, is.
Allow the Holy Spirit to produce Jesus character in you. Christianity is
not a religion or a philosophy, but a relationship and a lifestyle.
God has a plan for each one of us. Find out what your ministry us
and allow him to equip you. Discover the principle of servanthood.
God is at work in the world and he wants you to join him!
1. On a scale of 1-10, with 10 being highest, where is your
relationship with God at this time. (Be honest)
2. Which of the 5 purposes that Rick Warren speaks about do you
need to focus on at the moment.
3. Are you prepared to make a commitment to see God’s purpose
restored in your life today?

John 9 is about a blind man who could see, and sighted people who were
blind. Just as Jesus restored the sight of the blind man so he wants to
restore our spiritual sight and renew our vision.

Jesus healed the blind man by anointing his eyes with clay. This
was one of many miracles of restoring sight that Jesus performed. Today
Jesus still restores sight to those who can not see.

The neighbours were surprised and skeptic even arguing
about if this was the man they had known to be blind. They refused to see
the truth that Jesus had healed the man.

The Pharisees unbelief exalted human logic against God’s
Word. Jewish logic or “tradition” prohibited most activities on the Sabbath,
even medical treatment was forbidden unless a life was in danger. So
when Jesus made the clay to put on the man’s eyes, He violated their
Jewish logic. Spiritual blindness is characterized by those who place their
logic above God’s word.

Unbelief looks for
reasons to reject the truth. The
Jewish neighbours couldn’t deny
that a miracle had been done, and
so they looked for a reason to reject
this truth. Their reason: “Maybe this
man never was blind.” And they
were so intent on proving it that they
called in his parents to testify, which
didn’t help their case. Spiritual
blindness is characterized by those
who look for reasons to reject God’s
word.

The parents’ attitude was not one of
love for their son and joy over his
healing, but a pathetic timidity and
fear of men. Their reason for
rejecting the truth was their fear of
being “put out of the synagogue.”
The top reason people reject God’s word is their fear of the consequences
of accepting the truth from family, friends, and occupation.

These Jews were prejudiced against Jesus before He ever
restored this man’s sight. They said, “We know that this man is a sinner”.
Spiritual blindness, is characterized by those who will not change their
minds even when presented with the facts.
Unbelief hears only what it wants to hear. These Jews didn’t
want the responsibility of what they were hearing, so they stopped listening.
From that point on, the only thing they could hear was that which agreed
with their plans.
Spiritual blindness is characterized by those who will only listen to the truth
with which they agree; they don’t want all of the truth. People don’t usually
want to accept something that is going to turn their whole of world upside
down. But that is the cost of being a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke
12:49-53; 14:25-33; 18:29-30). And this once blind man was willing to
accept the high cost of being the Lord’s disciple. He said to his critics, “Do
you also want to become His disciple.”

Unbelief dismisses what it can not explain. The Jews cannot
defend their prejudice, so they excommunicate the formerly blind man.
They were blind to their own condition.

Jesus seeks out the
man who was blind yet who showed
faith, to reveal to him who he is. He is
the “light of the world”, and only those
follow Him can avoid the “darkness”
& have “the light of life” (John 8:12).
When we follow Jesus he lights the
path ahead of us and reveals the
way we should go. His light shows
up our sin, so we can deal with it,
when like the blind man we are open
to the truth of his Word.
By the grace of God this man could
now see Jesus physically and
spiritually. He understood who
Jesus was and he worshipped him.
To those who remained open and recognized that
sin had truly blinded them from
knowing the truth he gave spiritual
understanding and insight. But he
rejected those who had become
complacent, self satisfied and blind.
Jesus wants to restore our spiritual sight so we can see and walk in his
plans and purposes, and grow in knowing him more.

1. Jesus said he was the light of the world. Discuss this statement.
2. Have you seen anyone who has had their physical eyesight
restored?
3. In what area would you like to see spiritual sight restored?
4. Pray in line with Ephesians 1:17-21

Restoring our fortunes is spoken of several times in the Old Testament. It
refers both to the spiritual (their relationship with God) but also very clearly
the physical and encompasses his provision in every area - possessions,
fruitfulness, employment, health and wellbeing etc.

The two areas of our spiritual and physical promise of restoration need to
be held in balance, to focus on either one at the cost of the other will cause
us to become unbalanced and not able to realise the fullness of what God
is promising to us.

God promises that their
fortunes will be restored, and
they will be brought back from
captivity when they return to
him. Repentance and
obedience are keys to that
restoration.
God’s mercy is unbelievable and goes far beyond what we can imagine.
Even if the Jews deliberately walked away from him and ruined their lives,
God would still take them back and give them inward spiritual renewal
(circumcise their hearts.)
He wants to forgive us and bring us back to himself too. Some people wait
until their world has crashed in around them. No matter how far you have
turned from him he promises a fresh start if you will turn back.

We see this in action, when the exiles began to be released from captivity in
Babylon for 70 years, having been sent there because of disobedience and
unfaithfulness. Daniel began to intercede for his people and for their release,
and God moves in a powerful way to bring about their freedom. No wonder
in Psalm 126 they say “we were like men who dreamed. Our mouths were
filled with laughter and our tongues with songs of joy.” They call out to God
to restore their fortunes, like streams in the Negev.

The Negev is the wilderness, or desert region, to the south of Israel and is
totally barren. Life can barely get a toehold in this place of desolation, and
you could never believe it possible for this place to become a garden of
fruitfulness. But the moment the autumn rains come, the place suddenly
bursts out with life - overnight, a blanket of green grass covers the hills and
flowers of every colour spring out of nowhere. This brings a total reversal
from death-to-life and barrenness-to-fruitfulness that the Psalmist speaks of.
As we allow Jesus the
water of life to flow
through our dry, barren
places, then we shall see
our lives and our situations
transformed, our fortunes
and health we had lost
restored back to us and
we shall reap the harvest
God promises to bring.

There is a close link between restoration and true repentance, not returning
to more dedicated efforts to try and please Him in our own strength, but
turning to God Himself, and allowing Him through the work of Jesus on the
cross, to cleanse and restore us. Restoration is a time of growth in our
relationship with God, which in turn brings fruitfulness, and reaping. As we
fix our eyes on Jesus and allow God through His Holy Spirit to fill us with
His life, then we shall see that in our Church, and our communities, we are
enabled to become agents of restoration, as we take our God given places.

1. Are there any physical areas in your life that you feel you have lost,
and you would like to see restored?
2. Are there any spiritual areas in your life that you feel you have lost,
and you would like to see restored?
3. Spend some time praying for these areas.
4. Think about others you know who need a restoration of fortunes or
health.
5. Pray that God will restore them. Keep a record of the things you
have prayed for and expect to see God start to answer your prayers

Many Christians have so much junk in their lives that they have lost focus
of Christ. His salvation should be of the most important thing in our lives.
However, many saved people have lost the joy of HIS salvation. We get so
focused upon self, that we allow the things of this world to blind us and we
leave our first love. There is a point in each child of God's life that we need
to regain control of our lives, both morally and spiritually. This starts with
confession, then asking the Lord to forgive us, and ask him to guide us in
his ways.

Joy comes from the verb "gil"
that means to go in a circle or
to be excited, dancing around
for joy, or rejoicing. In the New
Testament, joy is linked with
grace. Another word for joy is
agalliasis. This word
expresses exuberant joy or
exultation.
is a positive
attitude or pleasant emotion
or delight. Joy includes
gladness, contentment, and
cheerfulness. Joy should be
holy and pure. This joy rises
above circumstances. Joy
embraces the highest
emotion of God and His
character.
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The joy required of the righteous person (Psalm 150; Philippians 4:4) is
produced by the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:22). This kind of joy looks beyond
the present to our future salvation 1 Peter 1:3 - 6 and to our sovereign God,
who works out all things for our ultimate good (Romans 8:28-30). This kind
of joy is distinct from mere happiness. Joy like this is possible, even in the
midst of sorrow (1 Corinthians 12:26; 2 Corinthians 6:10, 7:4).

Meditate on these scriptures and speak them out loud, allowing God to lift
you up and restore your joy:
Let the joy of the Lord fill you. Praise Him that He is
your source and the object of your joy.
His inheritance for you includes everlasting joy.
Hear Him rejoicing over you. Receive His love.
Let Him pour His grace and mercy over you.
4.
Rejoice! God has sent his son Jesus so we can know
him personally
Keep close to Jesus - in him is fullness of joy!
Ask God to fill you with his Holy Spirit and with joy.
Allow the fruit of the Holy Spirit to flow out through
you, that the world may taste that God is good.
Be strengthened as you joyfully give thanks to God
When you are able to rejoice in adverse circumstances
then God is enabling you to grow in your Christian walk.
God is able to keep us from falling and bring us into
his presence with everlasting joy.
The joy of the Lord releases us into a new freedom and is a powerful witness to the world that Jesus is alive and working in the hearts and lives of
those that love him.

1. What things rob us of our joy?
2. Which of these Bible verses about joy spoke to you and why?
3. Pray for a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit and of his joy.

Moses asked to see God's glory, and God showed him three traits:
- unmerited favor, God doing for us
what we cannot do for ourselves
- God giving us what we don’t deserve
The glory of God refers to his abundance,
wealth, treasure, honour, dignity, splendour,
brightness and majesty. As we shall see, God
wants to restore his glory to his people and
his church.
The temple in Jerusalem was first built in Solomon’s day. When it was
completed and Solomon had dedicated it to God, God came and filled the
temple with his glory.

In Haggai’s day the temple had been rebuilt after the
people had returned from exile in Babylon, but some of the people were
discouraged because they had seen the former temple, built in Solomon’s
time, which had been a magnificent feat of architecture. They felt no
building could ever compare with it’s glory.

Christ revealed the glory of God in his coming:
we see and savor

Therefore, in the Gospel

says we have all sinned and fall short of God’s glory. But all
of God’s goodness, his grace and his mercy became available to us
through Jesus. What we could not do for ourselves, and did not deserve
through our own merits are given to us when we accept Jesus Christ as our
Saviour and Lord.

In the prophecy in
God reveals that that building is just a picture
of what will take place in the future. Today God is building his temple, not
with bricks and mortar, but in human hearts and lives, both individually and
corporately as he builds his Church.
We are the temple of the Holy Spirit
As God
pours out his Holy Spirit so we see the glory of God being restored
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God multiplies when he restores, and
thus, to restore nowadays, God not
only returns to the Church the glory
that it reached in New Testament
times, he wishes to make it more
powerful, glorious and majestic, like
nothing the world has ever seen!
God is not interested in restoring
knowledge to His church but His Glory,
Power, and Presence. When God's
Glory is in a church, all (even outsiders)
will see God's presence and power in
their midst. God's people will be
tasting the powers of the coming
age - the same power that raised
Jesus from the dead.

1. How did Jesus open the way for God’s glory to be restored to the
Church?
2. Has God moved in any areas of your life, so far this year, to start to
bring restoration?
3. Pray that we shall be more and more open to the power of God at
work in our lives as individuals and in the life of the Church, so his
glory will be restored.

JANUARY SERVICES
RESTORATION
January 11.00am:
News Years Day Service
Buffet Lunch & Games
8th January 10.30am:
Restoring Sight
15th January 10.30am:
Restoring Fortunes & Health
22nd January 10.30am:
Restoring Joy
29th January 10.30am:
Restoring Glory
6.00pm Prayer

Sunday School meets during
the morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

