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The experience of intimacy with God is like a pilgrimage, a
journey that enables
us to experience
deeper levels of
intimacy for longer
periods of time.
I like the idea of a
pilgrimage where
walking is changed to
living, it just seems
easier but it isn't. We
can all gain by
drawing nearer to
God.
Intimacy generally refers to the feeling of being in a close
personal association and belonging together. It is a familiar and
very close affective connection with another as a result of a bond
that is formed through knowledge and experience of the other.
Genuine intimacy in human relationships requires:
dialogue
- continual talking and listening especially in
difficulties
transparency
- openness, honesty, accessibility and
accountability
vulnerability
- not being defensive, willing to listen and
reflect
and reciprocity - a mutual or co-operative interchange of
favours or privileges
As a verb "intimate" means "to state or make known". The
activity of intimating (making known) underpins the meanings of
"intimate" when used as a noun and adjective. As a noun, an
"intimate" is a person with whom we have a particularly close
relationship.
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We start any journey with
expectations, we know that God
loves us and long for intimacy
with us. Yet our need for
intimacy must feed on biblical
reality or our expectations will
be false. We will be looking for
things that God never promised.
Finding satisfaction, sustenance and security in our relationship
with God is like a journey with a purpose, a pilgrimage.
The pilgrimage to intimacy is an intentional commitment to take
steps toward God and as part of that commitment to grow more
deeply conscious of him, more connected to and confident in him.
The pilgrimage to intimacy is intentional, it is a life long adventure
with growing degrees of satisfaction and meaning. As with any
journey it is at times good to look back occasionally to reflect on
the journey so far.
The pilgrimage is a non-negotiable commitment on our part to
apply the principles that God has given us and to patiently and
persistently build our lives around them.
These principles include:
1. A repentant turn around in our attitudes and our actions when
they are not pleasing to God.
2. The repudiation of self-sufficiency (leading to a radical reliance
on Christ). This is by faith trusting his words. It is increasingly
trusting other people and sharing your life with them;
remembering, the 3 domains of disclosure:
Public - things that are already in the public domain
Personal - those things that you choose to share with certain
people
Private - those things that you share with God and those close
to you.
3

3. A conscious connecting with him and ongoing communication
with him. This is more than the recognition of his constant
presence, it is realizing that he is there with you. We sometimes
think of prayer without ceasing in the wrong way. We should think
of a conversation, that is speaking and listening, that stops and
then continues later as though no time had elapsed, starting exactly where we finished previously. So the conversation never
actually ends, there are just longer or shorter gaps for us to listen.

4. A connecting with him in creation, his character, and conduct,
through reading the bible, especially the gospels that tell about
Jesus and the New Testament that tells us how people felt about
Jesus and the impact he had on their lives.
5. A connecting and communicating with him in worship and
praise, in crisis and
in faithful obedience. Praise is an act of
the will, in the psalms the writer say "I will praise the LORD"
(Psalms 16:7, 26:12, 146:2), a determined and intentional act to
praise God. This is seemingly simple in the church but we can so
easily forget to connect to him and communicate with him when
we are in a crisis. In a crisis or time of decision we can forget to
follow the path of faithful obedience.
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A commitment to these principles empowers my connection to
Jesus and my consciousness of him, which increases my
confidence both generally and in him.
This pilgrimage to intimacy with God embraces a way of life that
increasingly fills my soul with the satisfaction, the sustenance and
the security of the presence of Jesus Christ.
It is a wonderful thing to share your pilgrimage with other people.
This is where a small group, a home group is very useful. In our
small group we can commit to the journey before witnesses and
we can share the journey together encouraging one another as
we travel.

Questions:
1. Agree and write a letter of commitment to the pilgrimage and
its principles and then sign it.
2. Keep a personal journal of the pilgrimage, even if it is only for
five weeks.
3. Before reading the bible, pray asking God to speak to you and
then by faith believe that God is speaking to you, personally
through his word, record in a journal what he says.
4. Read Psalm 23 as a group and share what it means and how it
applies to you personally.
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While it is important to have a clear definition of what we mean by
intimacy with God, and a definite starting point to our pilgrimage,
it is also important not to allow urban myths about intimacy that
distort our understanding to sabotage our journey. We must be
clear about what is not true while embracing that which is true.
Myth 1: Intimacy is about what he will do for us if we are
close to him

Intimacy can never
be motivated by
what God can do for
us but rather on
what we can do for
the kingdom and the
King. If we measure
our relationship with
him by what he is
doing for us or by
the frequency and
intensity of his
interventions in our
lives we are living
the myth.

Do you ever feel somehow less or abnormal because God
doesn't seem to be doing a lot for you. Have you ever felt as
though you are not important to God. If you have you are living
the myth.
This may be why many Christians are attracted by the
spectacular, to large events and to see celebrity speakers in the
hope that God will do some thing, rather than continuing faithfully
in our pilgrimage step by step.
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Myth 2 Intimacy is about an informal 'mates' relationship
with God
An important part of our relationship with God is based in the fact
that we can call him "Abba Father" (Galatians 4:6), and that
Jesus calls us his friends (John 1515). Friends would normal call
each other by their first names and share a joke together. Yet
there is far more to an ongoing relationship with God than being
'mates'.
Intimacy with God is
about being struck
with his grandeur and
majesty. We need to
stand with reverent
fear in our hearts as
we think of the
awesomeness of a
relationship with him.
In his presence we
would feel completely
undone, exposed,
unworthy, but thankful.
Being intimate with the infinite one. This is both impossible and
an extremely awesome reality as we continue on our pilgrimage.
Myth 3 The intimacy experience is the same for all of us
We should not try to reproduce the experiences of others, we
should have our own unique experience. We are all unique
individuals with our own peculiar and wonderful idiosyncrasies.
We each have our own particular needs that change from time to
time. God meets with us through our unique needs and the
uniqueness of our characters and temperament. Our experience
may range from something highly charged emotionally to some
quiet deep sense of peace in our souls.
As we advance along the path of our pilgrimage our encounters
with Jesus will hold a wonderful variety of experiences.
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Myth 4 We can experience the fullness of intimacy with God
here and now
We will never know unhindered intimacy with God until we get to
heaven. The bible reminds us, "For now we see only a reflection
as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known."
(1 Corinthians 13:12)
We
live
in
physical bodies,
trapped in our
time space
world. We
live
with
the effect of
the fall of
mankind in the
Garden of Eden.
Yet this does not mean that we cannot experience a foretaste of
the experience to come. Paul tells us that, " the promised Holy
Spirit, is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance" (Ephesians
1:13-14).
Not being conscious of a deep intimacy with God all of the time
should motivate us to live for that time when we see him face to
face, while enjoying and rejoicing in every foretaste of that
intimacy that will be ours in full one day.
Myth 5 We can experience intimacy with a partially
surrendered life
True intimacy with God doesn't require perfection as many have
taught. The Christian perfectionist is a person who examines
everything with a fine-tooth-comb, looking for every inconsistency,
fault, failure, and imperfection. Nothing is ever good enough for
the perfectionist. Instead of seeing the positive and the good,
they only see how everything just isn't quite right yet.
Perfectionism halts the pilgrimage to intimacy.
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True intimacy with God requires a fully surrendered soul where
there is an attitude of unlimited obedience. Though we may fail,
the response of repentance stops us from becoming entrenched
in failure.
It would be crazy to think that we could have true intimacy in a
human relationship if we were offensive towards our spouse, if
we were disloyal, lying and cheating, ignoring the other's needs
and manipulating the relationship for our own benefit.
It is the same with God, the bible gives us an indication of what
our attitude should be. Mark tells us (12:29-31) "“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no commandment greater than these.”"
These are commands not requests and how we treat others in
public directly reflects how we treat God in private.
Questions:
Let us step into the truth booth to answer these questions, this is
not a debate but a time of confession about living in the myths
that surround us.
1. Have you ever
leant towards any
of these myths
about God?
2. What other
urban myths have
been shared about
intimacy with God?
3. How should you
love God? What
does that mean
exactly?
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By dealing with and
clearing the myths about
intimacy last week we
now have an open door
of reality before us to
enter in. With God we
can enter in and
experience him in new
and rewarding ways.
To help us on our
pilgrimage here are five
truths to replace the
distracting myths that
would have given us
false expectations about
intimacy with God.
Truth 1 Our primary purpose in life is to embrace the
transcendent God by faith and to worship him in purity and
service
We only need to read the purpose driven life by Rick Warren and
we soon realize the importance of having a focus in life. Intimacy
is not about God doing stuff for us, nor is it about him making us
feel good. It's about this, embracing the transcendent God of the
universe and pledging to worship and serve him no matter what
happens or how I feel.
Worship means living a lifestyle of faithful obedience and praising
him for who he is.
Serving means helping by doing things (ministry) for and on
behalf of the body of Christ (the church).
Intimacy begins by giving self away. It gives self to God as the
ultimate gift of love.
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Truth 2 God only intervenes in dramatic ways only periodically
and selectively for the major purposes in his kingdom and the
blessing of his people
It should be enough to hear or see
God work in someone else's life.
We must learn to rejoice and rest in
the fact that God is doing wonderful
and exciting things in the world.
We should rejoice in and not belittle the things that God is doing
in our lives. We sometimes need to stand back and look at God's
unseen hand in our lives and give thanks for what he is doing.
We should not try to compare ourselves with others or their
experiences. If you compare yourself with others, you may
become vain or bitter; for always there will be greater and lesser
persons than yourself.
We should recognise two things: first God's plan for the universe
is unfolding exactly as he intends, he doesn't make mistakes and
he is not in a hurry. Secondly, his interventions in our life happen
most often when his purposes are being resisted by forces
outside ourselves.
We should remember that, his grace is sufficient.
Truth 3

God has already done more for me than I deserve

If God through Jesus Christ was never to do anything more than
saving us from hell, then he has still done far more than we
deserve. Simply the thought of what he has done ought to be
enough to start me thanking and praising him.
God has already dramatically intervened in your life in a major
way, when you were born again, that is born from above or born
of God. The Holy Spirit is an earnest, a little bit in advance, of
what we can expect later.
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

15th July:

A service where those who will be leaving our Thursday
Noah’s Ark Groups to go to school will be presented
with a special prize

Tuesday Mornings
5th & 19th July
11.00am - 12 noon
Sun 31st
July 6.00
- 8.00pm
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starting,
Various times &
places

WOMEN FOR THE KINGDOM 2011 CONFERENCE

We shall explore some of
God’s treasures that are
available to us today.
Ministry by the WFTK team
2nd - 4th September
LETTON HALL
Cost £95.00
Bookings now to Terrie

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 11th July

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 12th July 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

in partnership
with
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Truth 4 God is probably doing a lot of things for us that we
don't even know about
These may not be dramatic things, yet we know that God
watches over us; keeping out anything we can not bear.
Paul in Romans 8:28 says, " And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose."
Which is translated in the footnotes of the NIV version of the bible
as, Or "that all things work together for good to those who love
God, who...; or that in all things God works together with those
who love him to bring about what is good, who..."
What we see is that God is not neutral when it comes to his
children or his purposes.
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Truth 5 When God thinks of intimacy, he thinks of a heart
relationship with us.
Have you watched children on Christmas day, in their excitement
about the presents they are going to get, they forget or take for
granted that it was the love of their parents who want to bless the
children with a gift. Intimacy is not an exchange of gifts, it is a
love relationship.
When we live expectantly, serve him with pure motives, stop
rushing about and diligently seek him, he will fill our souls with
himself. God doesn't meet us at the shopping centre he meets us
in a whisper, he meets us in our hearts, he meets us in the
moment.
We need to look
beyond the gifts to
the giver. It is not
what he does for us
or what he gives us
we should love but
the giver, God
himself.
Questions:
Let us step into the truth booth to answer these questions, this is
not a debate but a time of confession and decision about living in
the realities that surround us.
1. Write a number of simple principles to follow that would we live
in the truth about
2. Are you willing to live according to these principles? If not,
which ones are you willing to live according to?
3. Can you recall a time when God did something that you didn't
notice in the moment?
4. When was the last time you rejoiced with someone in their
blessing?
16

A successful pilgrimage requires that we replace faulty and
unbalanced expectations with truthful ones, but that we ask
ourselves what can we expect.
Psalm 23 suggests four things we can expect:
1. He will restore our souls
2. He will satisfy us
3. He will sustain us
4. He will keep us safe
Yet the criteria is that we should follow the shepherd.
Keep your path pure, honest and idol free
Keep the way in which you walk simple. I remember when I was
a teenager that my Dad said "Don't do anything that you couldn't
tell your Mother about."
When we act with pure motives, honestly and transparently, we
are not encumbered by lies and half truths. We should avoid
faking our Christian life. Being real or being yourself is always
best. Sometimes people say they are doing that and say "well
that is who I am" after offending or upsetting someone. Yet all
they are really saying is that they have chosen the old nature
rather than the new nature in Christ. They are not following the
shepherd. In our new nature we can be the best person it is
possible for us to be.
Many people equate idols to primitive people groups, if only that
were true. In the West our society has become more
sophisticated but human nature has not changed. People have all
sorts of idols from sports to money and from TV to the computer
or latest gadget. Some people even worship their car. Yet the
worst type of idol worship is when Christians try to manipulate
and mould God into someone that he is not. We must rely only on
the bible in our discovery of God.
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Humility precedes Holiness
The holiest, most powerful voice that ever spoke described
himself as "... gentle and humble in heart". Why does the path to
holiness begin with humility? Simply because holiness is the product of grace, and God gives grace only to the humble (James 4:6).
In seeking to go deeper in our relationship with God we must
understand that he opposes the proud and gives grace to the
humble. Humility brings grace to our need, and grace alone can
change our hearts. We are not called to be judges, hypocrites or
'Christian Pharisees,' neither should we be condescending or selfrighteous. The humility we require may be drawn from the well
that goes deeper than the awareness of our needs. It goes
further, into our weaknesses so that we may delight in them and
the grace of God which is our real strength.
Holiness precedes Power
Many Christians look for shortcuts to power, often forgetting that
a shortcut means to leave the path and to stop following the
shepherd. To try a shortcut means to become, at best frustrated,
at worst a fake Christian.
When we read about the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) we
notice that John saw three things:
1. The man standing before him
was righteous even by his
standards, he saw no sin, no lies,
no lusts.
2. He saw an authority that was
from God and deferred to Jesus.
3. He saw the empowerment of
Jesus by the Holy Spirit.
In time we discover that all true strength, all true effectiveness,
even holiness itself begins with discovering our need. We grow
weaker and less confident in our abilities. As our outer shell of selfrighteousness crumbles, Jesus himself becomes God's answer to
every person's need and cry for holiness and power for life.
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The Power and Joy of Love
Most people are afraid to live with their hearts vulnerable and
exposed in the way love demands. As Christians, we talk about
love more than we live it. But real love is daring, it is exciting. It
boldly goes forward and conquers evil, then heals and reunites
with God those that are loved. It is aggressive.
The state of love of which we are afraid is that transitory stage
where we are learning to forgive. This is the aspect of love that
hurts, and its hurt is amplified by our reluctance to forgive. We,
like Jesus, must live in a continual attitude of forgiveness; then
we can step into the joy and power of aggressive love.
God's love is not just forgiving, it is for living. As we overcome
bitterness, and climb out of the pit of unforgiveness - suddenly,
we are as bold as a lion. Love grows from being a commandment
to becoming an adventure!
It is the same with joy.
The joy that comes to us
through the Holy Spirit
is a joy that actually
becomes our strength!

Questions
It is time to step into the truth booth to answer these questions,
this is not a debate but a time of confession and decision about
living in the realities that surround us.
1. Think of some simple quotations that help to keep your walk
simple, then commit to applying them.
2. What modern day idols have tried to distract you?
3. How would you recognise humility in another person?
4. Define holiness using everyday language?
5. On a scale of one to ten how holy do you feel?
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God wants you to draw near to him and as you draw near to him
he will draw near to you.(James 4:8). God is not neutral he will
lead you into places, situations where he can get your attention
and get you to listen.
“Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her." (Hosea 2:14)
There are several ways that we can describe or illustrate how we
can draw near to God. A simple illustration given by God is the
picture of the tabernacle in the wilderness. We can use this picture when approaching God in prayer or worship or preparing ourselves to hear his word preached in a sermon.
We find information about the tabernacle in Exodus 25-28.
1. The Gate was a curtain that
gave entrance to a courtyard
formed by the court hangings
which were about 71/2 feet high.
The courtyard was approx 150 ft
by 75ft. To enter one would
need to lift the curtain called the
gate and bow under the curtain.
This sense of bowing gives the
idea of starting with humility.
2. The courtyard gives
the impression of being
holy ground on earth.
3. The Bronze Altar
indicates the need for a
sacrifice. Jesus is our
sacrifice once for all. He
himself is our Passover lamb. It therefore speaks of repentance.
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4.The Bronze Laver was where the priests washed before ministry and speaks of the need to be clean, righteous before God. It
speaks of right relationships.
5. The Door was a curtain to the tabernacle proper and has been
referred to as truth. Truth can also mean reality.
6. The Holy Place gave the impression of being heaven like, because of the cherubim artfully woven into the first covering of the
tabernacle, were made from of fine woven linen and blue, purple,
and scarlet thread and faced in from all sides, like angels.
7. The Golden Lampstand was the only light in the tabernacle. In
the courtyard there was light from the Sun, in the holy place there
was light from the Lampstand and in the holy of holies the light
was God himself. The Lampstand may be seen as the Holy Spirit
giving revelation to the priests of God.

8.The Golden Table held the shew bread or the bread of faces
(literally bread of the presence) which was placed upon the table.
It was made from fine wheat flour (unleavened), baked into
twelve loaves. The table speaks of the provision of God, while the
number twelve give the idea that included all, no priest was left
out of his provision.
9. The Golden Altar is where incense was burnt. The fragrant
smoke from the incense is compared to the prayers of the saints.
The holy place was meant for receiving from God.
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10. The Veil was the curtain that separated the holy place from
the holy of holies. The veil shut man out from the life of God and
the reality of eternal life itself. Just as the cherubim guarded
the way to the tree of life
(Gen.3:24), so the
cherubim guarded the
way to the life of God.
The veil of the temple
centuries later was torn
from top to bottom by
the crucifixion (Matthew
27:51, Heb 10:19-20), It
was torn from top to
bottom, from above to
below showing that this
opening of the way to
God came from God.

11. The Holy of Holies represented the very presence of God.
We can imagine it as the throne room of a king. Yet this is the
very throne room of God.
12. The Ark of the Covenant also known as the Ark of the
Testimony (Exodus 25:22 ) was the only article of furniture that
was located in the Holy of Holies proper. The Ark had a lid called
the mercy seat or covering (Exodus 25:20,22). It was identical in
length and width to the Ark, and was acacia wood covered with
gold. On each end of the lid were placed a Cherubim, probably
beaten out of gold as was the lampstand. It was between these
Cherubim that the Shekinah glory rested (Exodus 25:22, 40:3435 ). This was a visible manifestation of Yahweh's presence
among his people. Because the Ark was the divine dwelling place,
not only could no ordinary man come before the mercy-seat, but
even the high priest was not to come before the Ark at his own
pleasure or without the blood sacrifice and incense. The penalty
for doing so was death. In the Ark were reminders of Israel's
idolatry, murmuring and rebellion.
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1. The tablets of the Law brought to memory the worship of the
Golden calf.
2. The golden pot of manna reminded them that they grumbled
and complained to one another about the food that God provided
(Numbers 21:5-6).
3. The budding rod of Aaron showed the time when ambitious
men stood against God's chosen leadership, they plotted against
and grumbled about the leaders.
Yet these were all covered over by mercy, in fact, the mercy seat
where God was manifest.
Questions:
1. Write a one word description for each stage of the approach to
God seen in the tabernacle illustration.
2. Think of another illustration of approaching God.
3. Why not approach God now with some purpose in mind using
the stages of your one word description?

More information can be found at the following website
http://www.watton.org/studies&stories/tab/index.shtml
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Sun 3rd July

The Pilgrimage to intimacy with God

Sun 10th July

Five myths about intimacy with God

Sun 17th July

New steps Family Service

Sun 24th July

Keeping to the pilgrim’s path

Sun 31st July

Drawing closer to God

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

Sun 31st July

6.00 - 8.00pm Drop in prayer meeting

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

