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It is important to recognise that the
cross is the most familiar symbol of
Christianity. To some it is comforting; historically it is both a symbol of
hostility and a symbol of charity and
kindness. We only have to think of
the crusades of olden times and
the International Red Cross during
the Second World War.
So how should we define the symbol of the cross today?
The cross of Jesus Christ is not simply symbolic; it is a message that
changes life. Paul writes this to the church in Corinth:
“The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those hell-bent on destruction, but for those on the way of salvation it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, and most
powerfully as it turns out. It's written,
I'll turn conventional wisdom on its head,
I'll expose so-called experts as crackpots.”
(Message 1 Corinthians: 18-19).
We should also remember that Jesus has risen from the dead.

2

We should read John 11:23-44 to understand the context in which
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
It must be remembered that it was the resurrection of Jesus Christ that
introduced Christianity to the world. It was Jesus and the resurrection
that the apostles preached.
The resurrection became the
great fact on which the Christian
faith is based. In fact, Paul said,
“if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins”
What is the resurrection or Resurrection that we speak of;
1. the act of rising from the dead.
2. ( initial capital letter ) the rising of Christ after His death and burial.
3. ( initial capital letter ) the rising of the dead on Judgment Day.
4. the state of those risen from the dead.
5. a rising again, as from decay, disuse, etc.; revival.
(from Dictionary.com)
We now look at the Biblical understanding of resurrection.
Temporary Recall
There are many cases in the bible of people being raised from the dead.
In the Old Testament we see Elijah raised the widow’s son and Elisha
called the Shunamite’s son back to life. In the Gospels, Jesus raised
from the dead Jairus’ daughter, the widow of Nain’s son, and Lazarus
the brother of Mary and Martha. In the book of Acts we read that Peter
brought Dorcas back to life and Paul restored Eutychus to life.
We have heard stories of people being raised from the dead today. I
met a lady in India who claim that she was raised from the dead because of her Pastor’s prayer.
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There is the thought of universal resurrection where it is said that “For
as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
(1 Corinthians15:22)
When Adam sinned the pronouncement was “you will certainly die.”
Therefore because of Adam’s sin the whole human race passes by
death into Hades, the realm of the dead. But Jesus Christ brought life
to all mankind, good and bad, righteous and wicked, all are called to
life.
Jesus Christ having paid the penalty due to them for Adam’s transgression. Those who die the second death do so for their own sin, rejection
of Christ and the salvation of his gospel. None die the second death for
Adam’s transgression.
Present Resurrection Life
The believer in Christ is seen
by God as having died with
Christ and raised with him
(Colossians 3:1-4).
Christians consider
themselves to have died with
Christ and therefore are
dead to sin and alive to God.
Our ambition is then to know Him (Jesus) and the power of His
resurrection. We live a resurrection life today and in that is the
challenge; do I possess all that Christ has won for me or am I being
robbed of peace, love, joy and life?
Yet Christians die.
We understand that for the Christian to be absent from the body is to be
present with Christ.
We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body
and to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8)
As a Christian we understand that this body will die and decay and our
spirit will go to be with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:1). There we await the
redemption of the body at the coming of Christ (Romans 8:23).
We anticipate a house or body not made by humanity but by divinity.
This new body is a wonderful promise.
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The coming Christ
The coming of Christ and what it means for the Christian is described in
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. The Message puts it this way:
“And regarding the question, friends, that has come up about
what happens to those already dead and buried, we don't want
you in the dark any longer. First off, you must not carry on over
them like people who have nothing to look forward to, as if the
grave were the last word. Since Jesus died and broke loose
from the grave, God will most certainly bring back to life those
who died in Jesus.
And then this: We can tell you with complete confidence—we
have the Master's word on it—that when the Master comes
again to get us, those of us who are still alive will not get a jump
on the dead and leave them behind. In actual fact, they'll be
ahead of us. The Master himself will give the command. Archangel thunder! God's trumpet blast! He'll come down from heaven
and the dead in Christ will rise—they'll go first. Then the rest of
us who are still alive at the time will be caught up with them into
the clouds to meet the Master. Oh, we'll be walking on air! And
then there will be one huge family reunion with the Master. So
reassure one another with these words”.
There is the resurrection to condemnation that is described in John
5:28-29 and their judgement is recorded in Revelation 20:11-15.
What then do we understand from Jesus saying “I am the resurrection
and the life”? We should grasp that we only have this life, this time to
accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour because this decision to accept
or reject will seal our eternal destiny.
Questions:
1. Why does the good news about
Jesus Christ cause us to reject
him or accept him?
2. What is this present resurrection
life?
3. Who can go to heaven and how
do they get there?
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The Cross of Jesus is a
symbol and a message, it
reminds us of a love that
God has for us and the cost
that Jesus paid for each one
of us. Yet to many the cross
worn on a chain is either just
jewellery or some kind of
charm.
The cross is a symbol of the new covenant between man and God
mediated by Jesus Christ. The writer of Hebrews teaches us that:
“When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already
here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is
not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not
enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal
redemption.”
Read Hebrews chapter 9
Scholars often say that in the Old Testament, there are types or
shadows of the cross. The writer of Hebrews is showing us such a type
or shadow; he is saying that the sacrifice that allowed the high priest to
go into the holy of holies of the tabernacle was really pointing to the
cross.
It is interesting to note that
Jesus died on the cross at
exactly the same time that
the lambs were slain for the
Jewish Passover sacrifice.
Where the blood of the lamb
was on the door post of the
house the destroyer would
pass over. Hebrews 9 tells us
that “without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness.”
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Under Mosaic Law the atonement of sin was achieved by the death of a
sacrificial victim. The shedding of blood was the evidence of its death.
This sense of the cross may seem harsh, even brutal, and it was the
word excruciating that comes from the word crucifixion.
Yet Jesus so loved you and me
that he was willing to suffer the
cross, in fact, he was the only
one able to pay the price. No
one else could pay for our sins
or take the deserved
punishment for them.
Here are four aspects that we should consider:
1. He was both God and Man, so that could act for both parties. While
the incarnation was not in itself the atonement, it is an indispensable
basis. God dealt with the whole of mankind only in the one man who
was both God and man.
2. He fulfilled the law of God and attained righteousness, overcoming
temptation and showing obedience, even to death on the cross.
3. In fulfilment of obedience he bore the righteous judgement of sin as
the one for many. Thus sin was not condoned, yet it was judged in an
act which was itself the crown of obedience and therefore acceptable to
the Father. Judged in the innocent Saviour, sinful man can be accepted
in him even in judgement. The act of judgement was thus both an act of
grace and salvation.
4. He was raised on the third day from the dead, so that the sinner
judged in him is also victoriously renewed through him. In virtue of the
new life in Christ, the sinner is thus freed from the power as well as the
guilt and the penalty of sin, and can live the new life of fellowship to
which he is restored.
The symbol of the cross reminds us that man, that is you and me, can
have a relationship with God as his dearly loved children.
Questions:
1. How can Jesus be both man and God?
2. Why did he need to die on a cross?
3. What if the bible is correct about the gospel of Jesus Christ?
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APRIL EVENTS
Thurs 7th April 8.00pm

Friendship Club
Royal Wedding Party
The Friendship Club
are celebrating The Royal Wedding of
Prince William and Kate Middleton
on Friday 29th April.
The T.V. broadcast will be followed by
a Celebration Party.
Please see Terrie to join in

APRIL EVENTS

Sunday 3rd April 7.30pm
Why the cross?
Sunday 10th April 7.30pm
How can I believe?
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Saturday 16th April

- Wells Cole Centre, Saham Toney
Who Is the Holy Spirit? - What Does the Holy Spirit
Do? - How Can I Be Filled with the Spirit?

Singing ~ Stories ~ Puppets ~ Easter Eggs ~ Hot Cross Buns
*WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP*
Monday 11th April - Diabetes UK Meeting
Tuesday 12th April - Watton Child HealthM
Clinic
E

WELC

Appointments
Tuesday evenings &
Wednesday mornings
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This has been the question that all ancient civilisations have struggled
to answer. Everyone wants to know what God is like.
Paul wrote to the church at Colosse, “He (Jesus) is the image of the
invisible God”. If we want to know God we should see Jesus.
William Barclay describes going to see someone and says he didn’t go
and take a look and leave. He went to see and spend time with them,
and in spending that time got to know them.

If you want to see
God look at Jesus,
again this is not
simply looking it is
spending time with
Jesus in the gospels.
The Old Testament
tells of the Jesus to
come, the Gospels
tell us about Jesus,
his life, his death and
his resurrection, the
rest of the New
Testament tells us of
the impact that Jesus
had on mankind.

Read Colossians 1:15-23
There is probably no truer likeness than a self-portrait, where the artist
wants the person viewing not just to see the image, the outward parts
but something of their personality, their inner being.
Jesus gives us 10 self-portraits to look at so that we may know the
Father who sent him. To do these portraits justice we will need to
invest more time that we can spare here.
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I AM the bread of life; He
is the indispensable and
irreplaceable source of life
and sustenance. The
bread of life satisfies the
deepest hunger of my life.

I AM the light of the world; Light makes darkness flee, he as the light of
the world dispels spiritual darkness and lifts us from the shadows.
I AM the door; He is the door to salvation. Many have tried to climb the
wall of redemption by vain philosophy, human effort or religious systems but apart from him there is no salvation.
I AM the Good Shepherd; He goes ahead so that we may follow, he
leads us through the maze of life to the Father’s house.

I AM the resurrection and the life; he is the means and the source of
eternal life so that we can experience the reality of eternity with him.
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I AM the Way; He says to
each one of us, follow me,
I am going that way and
will take you there.
I AM the Truth; He does
not give us a precept but a
person; not a what but a
who; not a code or a
creed, but his own
character. He is the
standard and the
embodiment of truth.
I AM the Life; Christ is the
source of excellence of life,
he helps us become the
person that we could be.
With him we become
creative, productive,
responding adequately to
change or crisis and our
potential fully actualised.
I AM the True Vine; fruitfulness in life is only possible because we
abide in the true vine, life and fruitfulness are the result of living in his
love.
I AM the Almighty: He has no limit to his powers. His omnipotence and
infinite love for us assure us of his care for us in a world that often
seems on a collision course with self-destruction.
These self-portraits show us that Jesus was no ordinary man, he is
both God and man. He is more than anything that humanity can think
or imagine. He shows his love and concern for you and me as individuals. He has a plan for our lives, a plan that gives us a hope and a future.
He wants us to reach our potential.
Questions:
1. Can you make 5 statements that describe you?
2. Who do you say Jesus is?
3. How can you tell what God is like?
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I think this is best summed up in a story I heard, which I understand to
be true, told by Ian Barclay. He tells of a Merchant Banker who had got
on a train at London Bridge Station for his journey home. He was
reading the New Testament not as a believer but as a piece of literature.
He had just reached the crucifixion of Jesus.
Two men entered the carriage and soon after sitting down one of them
fell onto the floor, having a fit. The second man who turned out to be
American treated his friend. The American explained that the two men
had served in Korea, the American had been injured and while the
English man carried him back a shell exploded, injuring them. The
Englishman was sent home and the American was sent home. The
American heard that his English counterpart was having 2 to 3 fits every
day. The American left his job and his home to come and look after the
Englishmen. He said “After what he has done for me there is nothing I
will not do for him.”

The two men left the train and the Merchant Banker returned to the
story of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The words kept ringing in his
ears, “After what he has done for me there is nothing I will not do for
him.” There and then he got to his knees, there in the carriage and
gave his life to Jesus.
When we realise what God has done for us, surely we must put him first
in our lives.
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The psalmist said I will exalt you my God
Psalm 145: 1-3 I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise
your name for ever and ever. Every day I will praise you and
extol your name for ever and ever. Great is the LORD and most
worthy of praise; his greatness no-one can fathom.

Psalm 34: 3-4 Glorify the LORD with me: let us exalt his name
together. I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered
me from all my fears.
Exalting God above self is putting God first. When we realise all that he
has done, all that he is doing and all that he will do, we must put him
first. It is the only sensible and logical thing to do, especially as we think
about the self-portrait of Jesus.
People have asked how I prioritise in life, let me challenge you to prioritise also.
1. God
2. Family
3. Work / career
4. Church
5. Mission

1………………………..
2………………………..
3………………………...
4………………………...
5………………………...

Putting God first means
that we choose to love
rather than hate, to tell
the truth rather than lie.
It means choosing to
love good and others,
allowing joy to
strengthen us, peace to
be the referee of our
minds, patience our first
reaction, kindness our
greetings card,
goodness our character, faithfulness part of our everyday life,
gentleness with everyone and in all self-control through the power and
the resource of the Holy Spirit because of our relationship with him.
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Putting God first is trusting him and acting in obedience to him even
though it may go against our natural inclination. Putting God first is at
the heart of being a disciple of Jesus.
Reality T.V. shows have a tendency to turn people into spectators of life,
even living through others experiences. It is easy to become a T.V.
critic; in fact, we are encouraged to judge and vote off those we criticise.
This concept has ever been a an unwanted part of Christianity.
Charles Alexander, an evangelist, famous for the Alexander Hymnbook
was accosted by a critic at the close of one of his meetings, who said,
‘Mr. Alexander, I don’t like the way you do the work of God’.
‘I don’t know that I like it a great deal myself’ was the evangelists disarming reply. ‘Tell me how do you do it?’
‘Oh well,’ expostulated the other, ‘it’s not my line, you know – I don’t feel
called …’
‘I see,’ said the evangelist. ‘Well, I think I like the way I do the work of
God better than the way you don’t.’
We must be careful not to allow ourselves to become spectators in the
work of God, but as committed disciples, putting God first.
A disciple is one who is
under going on the job
training, following the
example of Jesus. It is
doing what Jesus would do
or have us do. It is learning
and doing the will of God
who loved us and saved us
that we might work on earth
and rest in heaven when
we are called home.
Questions:
1. Why should you put God first?
2. Why shouldn’t you put God first?
3. Describe a time when you did put God first? What happened?
4. What does it mean to you to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
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APRIL SERVICES

Sun 3rd April

‘I am the Resurrection and the Life

Sun 10th April

Family Egg Hunt Service

Sun 17th April ‘ What is God Like?’
11.00am Good Friday Service
Fri 22nd April
Sun 24th April

Easter Celebration ‘Why Put God First?’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service on
3rd, 17th & 24th April

Sun 3rd April

7.30pm - Alpha: Why the cross?

Sun 10th April

7.30pm - Alpha: How can I believe?

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

