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When we look at the life of Jesus Christ we are first struck by his
pre-eminence, in all things he is supreme. We see the dignity of his
person, he is both man and God. Jesus is spoken of as God's fellow
but is not ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters. His sinless life
and perfect character are an example of a lifestyle worth following. The
nobility of his death as a substitutionary sacrifice, he gave up his spirit
to pay the price for our sins, a price that we could not pay.
We see the glory of his resurrection, evidenced by around 500 people.
His triumph over death and the grave caused early Christians to sing at
baptism services "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting?"
We discover the purity of his teaching, his doctrines and demonstrations
in areas such as; truth and love, justice and mercy, authority and power
amazed the people. In fact, Ghandi said "Jesus occupies in my heart
the place of one of the greatest teachers who have had a considerable
influence on my life. I shall say to the Hindus that your life will be
incomplete unless you reverentially study the teachings of Jesus... "
We are struck by the wonders of his salvation, which is open to
everyone who will believe. It is Good News that is delivered in the
message of Christ. Finally we see Jesus Christ as the head of his
church, an organisation that represents one third of the world's
population. Most of the world's largest companies are called limited,
well the church is the only organisation that is truly unlimited.
So what about Jesus? Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and
for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on
the cross.
So what about Jesus in your life? In this study we will introduce Jesus
in what is perhaps a different way.
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There are three verses where Jesus says
that he is the Alpha and the Omega.
Revelation 1:8
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says
the Lord God, who is, and who was,
and who is to come, the Almighty.
Revelation 21:6
He said to me: It is done. I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. To
him who is thirsty I will give to
drink without cost from the
spring of the water of life.
Revelation 22:13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End.
What does this mean for me or you? Well to begin with Alpha and
Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. The phrase
Alpha and Omega indicates completeness or fullness. I would like to
consider three areas: creation, ventures in life and our personal life.
Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega in creation:
It is comforting to know that things that are happening around the world,
that scientists struggle to explain, are not completely random, that
there is a pathway being followed of action and re-action. Jesus was
there at creation and in fact made all things.
The gospel of John tells us "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made."
John later identifies Jesus as the word when he says "The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us."
It is reassuring to know that Jesus was there at the beginning and he
will be there at the end. This Jesus offers us his friendship, his
salvation and his assurance for the future.
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Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of our ventures in life;
As a Christian when you set out on some mission or begin some ministry it is comforting to know that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of
such ventures. When Jesus is the Alpha, the instigator and the commander in these ventures success is assured. I do not speak of success as the world understands it but success is to please God the Son
as we act in obedience in bringing glory to God the Father.
When Jesus is the Omega, we know that the mission or the ministry or
our role in it will achieve the purpose it was intended for. When we think
of the Alpha and Omega we should think about A to Z. The A to Z of
London has the names and maps of every road or street in London, not
just those beginning with A and Z.
Likewise Jesus is not only there at the beginning and the end, he is
there all the way through, he is there in every step of faith, in every miracle of provision. He is there in every difficulty and in every hardship. He
never leaves us.
Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of our personal life:
We all know that life has its ups and
downs, its hardships and its triumphs.
Knowing that Jesus is there with you
makes life a little easier.
When facing hardships or times of
mourning and frustration it is good to know
that you have a relationship with someone
who is always there. He give a friendly
touch, a comforting word or simply a
shoulder to cry upon. His timing is always
perfect and his love never fails.
Facing life, facing the future and the
unknown become easier with Jesus who
is the Alpha and Omega of my life and
times.
Questions:
1. When was Jesus with you in a celebration?
2. When was Jesus with you in some hardship?
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The Alpha course is designed primarily for
people who aren't regular churchgoers and
each course is open to everyone who would like
to attend.
As a course, Alpha attracts a diverse range of
guests of different ages and backgrounds,
holding many different viewpoints. Over 7,000
churches are currently running the Alpha course
across the UK in rural and urban settings,
including every major UK city.
People find out about the Alpha course in a number of ways - a
recommendation from a friend, a poster, flyer, newspaper article or
advert, or through the website or an internet search.
Why attend the Alpha course?
Guests do Alpha for a wide variety of reasons - some want to
investigate whether God exists; others are concerned about what
happens after death. Some people have particular questions that they
would like to discuss; others want to understand other peoples' beliefs
or would like to explore what the purpose of life is. Many guests have
never been to church, others may have attended church occasionally
but feel they have never really understood the basics of the Christian
faith.
This is what some people have said about Alpha (courtesy of the Alpha
website)
I was quite cynical ... but it was brilliant to be able to question
openly in a supportive atmosphere- Jan, Liverpool
What Alpha offers, and what is attracting thousands of people, is
permission, rare in secular culture, to discuss the big questions life and death and their meaning. The Guardian, London
What distinguishes Alpha from other initiatives is the easy-going,
relaxed feel of the proceedings - that, and its astonishing success.
The Times, London
It will take you on a journey and I suspect you will not regret it
Andy Duncan – former chief exec of Channel 4
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The course offers an opportunity
to ask the question that you
want in a non-confrontational
atmosphere. It enables people to
discover why Jesus said the
things that he said and why he
did the things that he did.
However, we would not want anyone to think that it is an opportunity to
only find out about Jesus, we hope it will also be an opportunity to experience the presence of Jesus, that supernatural part of Christianity that
speaks of the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit.
Christianity is essentially a spiritual experience. This term a 'spiritual
experience' has been used and abused to mean any emotional experience. For the Christian it is something that is felt in the manifest presence of God.
Christianity is not a set of regulations, it is not ritual, nor a prescriptive
system. Christianity is a relationship with God that includes us into his
family the church.

Questions:
1. Have you completed an Alpha Course?
2. What was it like?
3. Did you make friends?
4. What is your experience of Jesus?
5. What is your expectation of church?
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Watton Pentecostal
Church
Sunday 13th March 7.30pm

Alpha Quiz & Chips

Sunday 20th March 7.30pm

Who is Jesus?

Sunday 27th March 7.30pm

Why did Jesus die?

Sunday 3rd April 7.30pm

Why the cross?

Sunday 10th April 7.30pm
How can I believe?
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Saturday 16th April
- Who Is the Holy
Spirit? - What Does the Holy Spirit Do? - How

“

”

It will take you on a journey and I suspect you will not regret it

Andy Duncan -former chief exec of Channel 4

MARCH EVENTS
Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

18th March:

Thursday 3rd March 8.00pm

Gallery photos: “Portrait”
EVERYONE WELCOME

in the Church on Tuesday Mornings
1st & 15th March 11.00am - 12 noon

MARCH EVENTS

Sunday
6th March
10.30am
Leader of an Elim Church in the
Rhondda valley, South Wales

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 14th March
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 8th Mar 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

MORE EVENTS
Women’s World Day of Prayer
Fri 4th March 2.30pm Watton Methodist Church
Speaker - The Rev’d Angela Nicoll

Sue and her husband Jeff lead an Elim Church in the Rhondda
valley, South Wales and is a worship leader. She has travelled on
missions trips to Malasia, Thailand, Ghana, India and Europe.
God has blessed her with a real sense of humour.
She says “I do have a heart for the broken, hurting and lonely,
because I was such a person for many years and for various
reasons. One summer on holiday some years ago, God drew me
to Isaiah 61, and he really opened up that passage to me about
the healing of our hearts and minds.”

Saturday 5th March 2011 10.00am - 4.00pm
Cost £10 ~ including Lunch Bookings to June Brown

EGG HUNT SERVICE ~
Sunday 10th April 10.30am

1 Timothy 3:16 (New Living Translation)
Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith; Christ was
revealed in a human body and vindicated by the Spirit. He was
seen by angels and announced to the nations. He was believed in
throughout the world and taken to heaven in glory.
The Message version puts it this way: This Christian life is a great
mystery, far exceeding our understanding, but some things are
clear enough: He appeared in a human body, was proved right by
the invisible Spirit, was seen by angels. He was proclaimed among
all kinds of peoples, believed in all over the world, taken up into
heavenly glory.

Let us simply examine this scripture to understand what is being said:
1. Without question: There is no controversy about what is said, it is
accepted as fact. This could also mean that there is no point in questioning these things because they are beyond human reason, they are
simply a revelation from God.
2. A great mystery: A mystery in scripture is one of God's open secrets,
always visible but not seen until it is revealed. These secrets cannot be
discovered by science, nor guessed, nor revealed until God is pleased
to reveal them. It is then an open secret for all who are enlightened by
the Spirit.
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3. Godliness or Faith. Godliness is the object of our faith, reverence and
godly contemplation. The faith gifted to us by God tells us that God
became a man in Jesus; who lived and did marvellous things and then
died for our sins so that we may have a relationship with God. It is
indeed a mystery that the Son of God would die for you and for me.
4. Human Body: Jesus had a human body that grew tired and
experienced the strains of life. We may say that he entered into a
human existence without the sins of humanity.
5. Vindicated by the Spirit. The bible tells us that he taught with an
authority that amazed people. Jesus said to those who doubted him,
"Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say,
'Get up, take your mat and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . . He said to the paralytic, I
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home. He got up, took his mat
and walked out in full view of them all."

6. Seen by angels: They welcomed
him at his birth, they ministered to
him after his temptation. It seems
that they desired to look into these
great events.

7. Announced to nations: Paul would write "But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his
flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was
to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,
and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross,
by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to
you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit."
8. Believed in all the world: Although many refused the testimony, some
believed and some still do. In fact about 2 billion people in total today
believe in Jesus.
9. Taken to heaven in glory: When he walked this earth in humiliation, a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, He said "I will build my
church." Now Jesus is the head of that church and in all things he is
supreme.
Questions:
1. Have you ever searched for something you had mislaid, only to
find them in plain view? This is the mystery of Godliness.
2. If the mystery of Godliness is the identity of Jesus, who do you
say he is?
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Jesus said to them, "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your
sins; for if you do not believe that I am (He), you will die in your sins.”
Jesus made many claims to the "I AM" title, and in that claim he was
declaring that he was God.
If we read Exodus 3: 1-14 we see God says to Moses, "tell them that
"I AM" has sent you". God reveals himself as 'I am' or Jehovah. The
meaning of the name may be read as "I am what I am" or "I am (to
you) what I am (in myself)." It is meant to be an explanation of the
name Jehovah, which means "I will be what I will be" or "I am
because I am".

John 8: 54-59 says,
"Jesus answered, “If I honour Myself, My honour is nothing. It is
My Father who honours Me, of whom you say that He is your God.
Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not
know Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep
His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he
saw it and was glad.”
Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and
have You seen Abraham?”
Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham
was, I AM.”
Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself
and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and
so passed by."

When Jesus used the "I AM" title he was saying that he was God
(Jehovah) and his claim suggests that he has the attributes of God.
The Self existent One: the absolute essential of deity (John 1:1 & Col.
2:9)
The Eternal One: He is the one who inhabits eternity (Hebrews 7:3)
The Inscrutable One: Whose ways are past finding out.
The Unchangeable One: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and for ever (Hebrews 13:8)
The Ever-present One: Described in Psalm 139 and Matthew 28:20
The All-embracing One: Jesus describes himself as the Alpha and the
Omega
The All Sufficient One: Jesus said "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth" (Matthew 20:18)
and The Only One: Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved
(Acts 4: 12 & John 14: 6).
The claims of Jesus have stood the test and the scrutiny of time and it
is for us to respond. We will either make no decision or we reject the
testimony of Jesus, both leaving us out in the cold or we will accept the
testimony and receive his salvation.
But what about Jesus? According to the song sung by Eric Osben;

What about Jesus
Have you forgotten?
The love that he poured out for you on the cross
What about Jesus
Don't you remember?
All that he gave so you would not be lost
What about Jesus
Don't forget Jesus.
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MARCH
SERVICES
Sun 6th March

Guest Speaker - Jeff Evans

Sun 13th March ‘ What is Alpha?’
Sun 20th March ‘’The Great Mystery of Godliness’
Sun 27th March ‘ Before Abraham was I Am’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

Sun 13th March

7.30pm - Alpha Quiz & Chips

Sun 20th March

7.30pm - Alpha ‘Who is Jesus?’

Sun 27th March

7.30pm - Alpha ‘Why did Jesus die?’

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

