DECEMBER 2011
GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY

Luke 2:8-11
“And there were shepherds living out in
the fields near by, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Saviour has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”

Introduction
The first message of the good news of Christmas was told to
shepherds on the hills around Bethlehem, David’s birthplace, where
many years before he had tended his father’s flocks. We do not
know when the birth of Jesus took place, but we celebrate his birth
in December. So this month we shall revisit the Christmas story,
through the eyes of the shepherds.

We can see that God had a plan from the very beginning that would
reach out globally to all mankind. Abraham was called to take his
family and leave his idolatrous roots behind and by faith follow God.
He promises Abraham that through him all the families of the earth
We see that through his descendants
will be blessed.
comes the Messianic nation that brings salvation to all.
(Matthew 1:1-16) Jesus was born to save humanity, as through him
anyone can come into a personal relationship with God – blessing
beyond measure!
When Jesus is brought into the temple in Jerusalem as a baby, Simeon prophesies over him that he will be a
A reminder that he not only came for his own
nation but for all people.

Jesus, after the crucifixion and resurrection tells his disciples
that the Holy Spirit would help them spread the good news not just
to their own people (Jerusalem) or the people around them (Samaria)
but globally (the ends of the earth!)
Paul says to the Christians that in
Jesus we are all one.
There are
no racial, cultural or social differences, he reaches out to every strata of
society, men and women, Jew and
Gentile, slave and free. Education
does not divide and financial or political status do not separate. He
shows no favouritism between young or old; the gospel truly is for all,
where in Jesus there is unity in diversity.

The message of the good news has
been reaching down throughout history
as people have heard the message,
believed it and responded.
Jesus indicated the witness
of the disciples would go on and people would respond in every age.

Just as the message came to the shepherds that first Christmas, so
today the message of the Good News of Jesus Christ comes to you,
whoever you are and wherever you are. Like the shepherds we
need to believe and respond.
Have you got a personal relationship with God?
Why is it important to celebrate Christmas?
Think about how the message has spread through every
age – how do you think this was possible?

The good news of Jesus birth was announced to shepherds in the
fields around Bethlehem. They may have been the shepherds that
supplied the lambs for the temple sacrifice that were performed for
the forgiveness of sin, in Jerusalem, only six miles away.
Shepherds were often despised and lived most of the year away
from the townspeople. They were constantly with their sheep, finding
pasture, keeping them safe and stopping them from wandering off.
One moment these shepherds were talking quietly in the blackness
of the night as their forebears had for hundreds of years, and next
moment an angel is standing before them and the sky is ablaze
with light as the glory of God shone around them.
When people In the Bible are confronted by the presence of God the
first reaction is often fear. Moses, Daniel and Mary alongside several
more all were afraid when God revealed himself to them. There is
little wonder we read that the shepherds were terrified; although they
were used to many dangers this angelic visitation was beyond their
experience, and they were probably more than aware of their own
sinfulness.

The angel speaks and tells them not to be
afraid, as he brings good news. The word that
is used for good news is euangelizo from
which we get our word evangelize. The word
is sometimes translated glad tidings, or gospel.
Here it means announce good news. Later in
the New Testament the word includes both the
promise of salvation and its fulfilment by the life,
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.
What a birth announcement! The greatest
event in history has just happened.
Messiah has been born! For ages the
Jews has been waiting for this and when
it finally occurred God chose humble
shepherds to be the first to know. The
angel, God’s messenger, announces the
good news “Today in the town of David
a Saviour has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.” V.11
As we reconsider the happenings that first Christmas let us
remember that the good news is for us. What was proclaimed by
angels, may now be proclaimed in many different ways: by children
as they take part in their school plays; by carol singers as their
songs of praise are lifted to the heavens; we may find it on our TV’s
or through our computers; or it may be proclaimed personally by
God, through the Bible, in the stillness of your own heart. Take time
to hear what God is saying, take time to consider how you can
respond to the message because it is still good news!
1. How do you think the shepherds felt when they heard the
Good News?
2. What different ways can the Good News be proclaimed today?
3. How could you share the Good News with someone this
Christmas time?

Events

Joy is a quality or attitude of delight and happiness, which is ultimately grounded in the work of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Among the many situations in which joy is experienced, the Bible
recognises that being in God’s presence is the best.
Just as David as a shepherd on the hills around Bethlehem discovered the truth that he found an overflowing joy when he was with
God, so the shepherds were to make that same discovery. The message that the angel brought was the good news that Jesus was
born and would bring them great joy. God’s presence had truly
come into the world with the birth of this tiny baby.
The angels message was bursting with joy
as a multitude of the heavenly host joined
him, praising God and saying

Matthew quoting the prophet Isaiah says
The name
Immanuel declares the presence of God with his people in a way
altogether new. Jesus was ‘God in the flesh’ thus God literally was
among us.

Through the Holy Spirit, Christ is present today in the life of every
believer. He brings joy, giving an inner contentment and happiness
that is not dependent on external circumstances. The fruit of the
Spirit is the spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in us, producing
character traits that are found in the nature of Christ.
They
are by products, when we allow Jesus to be in control – we can’t
obtain them by trying to get them without his help. If we want the
fruit of the Spirit to grow in us we must join our lives to his, and
come into a personal relationship with him. We can then truly know
what joy is.
Robert Schuller said
True joy is not a surface emotion depending on favourable
conditions, but is possible even in adverse circumstances. Paul in
his letter to the Philippians makes this quite clear. Although he had
been through many trials he could still rejoice, and encourage them
to know that same joy.

We see the shepherds truly were filled with great joy
when they saw the baby Jesus. The message of great joy was one
they could not help but share with others.
Have you experienced the joy that God
gives to his children?
What changes do you think there were
in the shepherds: i. After the angels
had visited them and ii. After they seen
the baby Jesus?
3. Think about how it is possible to know
joy when you are experiencing problems.

Although our first picture of Jesus is
as a baby in a manger, it should not
be our last. The Christ-child in the
manger has been made into a
beautiful Christmas scene, but we
cannot leave him there. This tiny
helpless babe lived an amazing life;
died for us, ascended to heaven
and will come back as King of Kings.

Just as the
angel
so
said to the shepherds
too, each one of us can know that same good news of great
joy. God loves us and sent his son Jesus so we could be
saved. Jesus was the Lamb of God who on the cross took our
sin and shed his blood and died in our place, so we could be
forgiven and come into a personal relationship with him.
v A Saviour – Each of us has sinned and gone our own way
and needs a saviour.
v Christ – The Messiah or Anointed one who fulfilled all the
Old Testament expectations. When we are “in Christ” we
have an intimate relationship with him.
v The Lord – Will you accept him as your saviour and invite
him to come into your life and make him your Lord today?

You could pray a simple prayer something like this:

Lord Jesus,
I know I am a sinner and have gone my own
way. I believe you came and died for my sin.
I ask you to forgive me and be my saviour.
I invite you to come into my life and be my
Lord.
The shepherds believed
what the angel had said to
them and they made a response – they quickly went
to find the baby and as the
great joy of the good news
overflowed from them they
spread the message and
glorified God.
If you have prayed this
prayer it would be good to
share the good news with a
Christian, who will help you
in your new journey.

DECEMBER SERVICES
GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY

4th December 10.30am:
‘A Message for All People’
11th December 10.30am:
Family Carol Service
18th December 10.30am:
Short Communion Service
‘Carols by Candlelight’ 6.30pm
25th December 11.00am:
Christmas Day Celebration
1st January 11.00am:
News Years Day Service
Buffet Lunch & Games

Sunday School meets during
the morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

