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Introduction
This month we look at two people who met with God in a powerful way
and had their lives transformed as a result: Hannah, from the Old
Testament, whose barrenness had made her life a misery and Mary
Magdalene, from the New Testament who was set free by Jesus. We
shall look at their lives, and how the things that changed them, when
we apply them, can make a difference in our life too. Finally in week
five we are challenged to discover what the power of God’s love can do
when we allow him to open up new possibilities in our life.
This months study is based on three studies “Hannah” “Mary
Magdalene” and “God’s Love” found in www.watton.org/wftk/teaching

Hannah
1 Samuel 1:1-8
This is a story of victory - it's a story about breakthrough - it's a story of
new life - it's a story of deliverance - it's a story about a changed life it's about intercession, it's about obedience, it's about the privilege of
being used by God in his plans and purposes. It's about how God
intervened in an ordinary woman's life. It's exciting!
God did something
new in Hannah something remarkable.
She was a remarkable
woman but she wasn't
always remarkable.
She was depressed,
despondent, downcast.
But God intervened in
her life - he did
something new in her
and she was never the
same again.
Let's take a closer
look at her.
2

From Problem
From our passage we read that Elkanah had two wives: Peninnah who
had children and Hannah who had none. It's probable that Elkanah
married Hannah first, but because she had no children he married
Peninnah who gave him many children.
In these times we're
reading about, to be
childless was considered
a kind of disgrace, it was
reason to feel ashamed,
was there something
wrong that God had
closed her womb? People
believed that - In India
today, women told us that
if they had no children
they were pointed out in
the street, laughed at and
talked about - it's still very
much a stigma there.
Hannah would have suffered this in her day - she would have felt a
failure as a woman, as a wife, particularly as Peninnah, had many
children. Hannah was miserable.
But although she had no children, Elkanah loved her more than
Peninnah. It wasn't enough for Hannah - Elkanah even gave her a
double portion of meat, to show her how much he loved her and because
she had no children. But it wasn't enough. Hannah was miserable.
On top of all that, because Peninnah was so jealous that Elkanah loved
Hannah more than her, she provoked Hannah, and taunted her, so that
Hannah would weep and would not eat. It's likely that the problems in
their relationship were heightened at this time of annual sacrifice,
perhaps because they were together more than usual or because it was
when Elkanah showed his affection more to Hannah. It was the more
disappointing because they were there to worship God -Shiloh was the
place God had commanded his people to worship - they were forbidden
to worship elsewhere. It was not the time or place for quarrelling or rivalry.
It's a sad thing when Christian brothers and sisters quarrel at church on a
Sunday at a time when we've come together to worship the Lord.
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To Despair
Back to our passage, which says that this difficulty between Hannah
and Peninnah went on year after year. I wonder how many years it was
- maybe five, maybe 15 - long enough for Hannah to become depressed
- her face was downcast - she was weeping - it affected her relationship
with her husband v8. "Elkanah her
husband would say to
her, 'Hannah, why are
you weeping? Why don't
you eat? Why are you
downhearted? Don't I
mean more to you than
ten sons?
How long have you been
in despair - how long have
you been depressed?
How long has that difficult
situation been going on?
This isn't just about overcoming depression or despair. It's about being
desperate - we can be desperate about many things - maybe you've
been yearning for the Lord to do something new in you, yearning for
something more in your Christian life - maybe you feel stale, stuck in a
rut, you want to feel the excitement you once knew. Maybe it's been
going on for years - you're fed up going through the motions. Maybe
you're longing for him to show you visions, to prophesy, to move in
words of knowledge. Maybe you want him to give you a new ministry,
to shake you up, to do something dynamic in your life. Maybe you've
got such a desire in you to get closer to him, to be more intimate with
him, to go deeper in worship. Maybe you don't know what you want maybe you're simply hungry and thirsty.
I wonder, has the cry of your heart been, "How much longer Lord?"
Questions
1. Have you ever asked God the question “How much longer
Lord”?
2. Read Psalm 13 – What ways did David overcome his despair?
3. Is there anyone you know who is going through a tough time? –
How could you help them?
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1 Samuel 1:9-28
From Breakthrough!
In verse 9 of our passage we read a very significant phrase - only 3
words - it says "Hannah stood up". Three little words, but they say
such a lot. It says that eventually Hannah couldn't take any more - she
made a decision to do something about her situation. She said, enough
is enough. This was a breakthrough for Hannah -- she stood up - she
rose up above her circumstances - she took a step. Only she could do
it. Maybe you need to experience a breakthrough today - only you can
do it.
Instead of staying in her despair, in her circumstances, she stood up
and decided to pray to the Lord and with that came release from all the
pent-up bitterness. With many tears she poured her heart out, v15 "I
was pouring out my soul to the Lord."
Hannah's prayer was true pleading to the Lord, with many tears, out of
a desperate heart. The Holy Spirit hadn't been given in those days - we
read about a few occasions when the Holy Spirit came upon people at
particular times - but because of Jesus each one of us can personally
know the Holy Spirit and his power in our lives. Romans 8:26 says, "In
the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will."
Groans, tears, anguish, sorrow - the Holy Spirit helps us - intercedes
for us at those times when we have no words.
Hannah poured out her heart to him - she
says she was deeply troubled, in great
anguish and grief. So distraught was she that
Eli thought she was drunk and rebuked her.
We need to feel things deeply as we pray we need to weep sometimes, for ourselves
and on behalf of others - it touches God's
heart as he sees the depth of our desire, our
burden. Eli misunderstood her - it's likely that
there were drunken women at the door of the
tabernacle, In chapter 2 it says that Eli's sons
slept with some of them.
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But Eli was at fault here because he accused Hannah unjustly. If he'd
taken a bit more time in his observation of her he may have realised
that someone who is drunk is more likely to be loud and causing a
scene than to be silent and composed as Hannah was. Sometimes we
feel misunderstood and that we're being accused wrongly. We would
do well to follow Hannah's example here - she didn't react badly and
counter-accuse Eli because of his sons' behaviour - no she respectfully
and quietly explained herself. She needed to be understood - she
explained her anguish to Eli and he spoke peace to her. We need to
press through in prayer until we reach a place of peace. We also
sometimes need to explain to others if we feel misunderstood.
To Peace
Hannah spoke up - she was quite bold
- Eli was a priest who spent his whole
life ministering before the Lord. It
would have been quite unusual for a
woman to correct a man, particularly a
man of his status - she addressed him
"my Lord". Realising he'd judged her
wrongly, he then said to her, "Go in
peace, and may the God of Israel
grant you what you have asked of
him." Hannah then went on her way
and ate something and her face was
no longer downcast.
That's interesting - having spent time in prayer and unburdening herself
to the Lord, receiving peace and a blessing from Eli, she felt much
better and was then able to eat. She looked different - her face was no
longer downcast. Have you ever witnessed that kind of dramatic
change in someone? Ever had the privilege of praying for people over
the years and seeing the change in a person's face when God has
done something special - when peace has come to a troubled soul full
of anxiety or despair. People look lighter, the whole countenance
changes, the eyes sparkle - it's wonderful. Praise the Lord!
Hannah came to the end of herself and realised that only God could
give her her heart's desire. She made a vow that if God gave her a son
then she would give him to the Lord for the rest of his life. This was not
a vow taken lightly - it would cost her dearly - let's be serious when we
make a vow or promise to the Lord, to see it through.
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Answered Prayer
God granted Hannah a son. She named him Samuel, saying,
"Because I asked the Lord for him". Samuel sounds like the Hebrew
for "heard of God". In her prayer in chapter 2 Hannah says, "for the
Lord is a God who knows".
Hannah was quick to praise and
glorify God for this answer to her
prayer. In verse 1 of chapter 2
she says "My heart rejoices in
the Lord" - it reminded me of
Mary's prayer after she'd been
told that she would give birth to
the Saviour, Jesus. She said
"My soul glorifies the Lord and
my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour". Let's be quick to
praise and glorify God for all that
he does in our lives.
V21-28: Hannah kept her son until he was weaned, probably about 3
years old - it was usual for women to breastfeed their children until they
were 3 in those days, when it was felt they could be entrusted to others.
I believe she held on to him as long as she could and didn't go to the
yearly sacrifice at Shiloh because she knew once she took her son
there, she could not bring him back. v23 Elkanah bore with her knowing
how hard it would be to let Samuel go, but said, "only may the lord
make good his word." After he was weaned she took him with her to
Shiloh because she'd made a vow before God. She had to let him go.
She took Samuel to Eli - how hard it must have been for her to leave
him, such a small child, but she'd made a vow and had to be obedient.
There is a cost to obedience. The result of Hannah's obedience - her
heart rejoiced, she praised God even though she'd left Samuel, not
knowing at that time whether she would have any more children.
Every year Hannah would go to the annual sacrifice at Shiloh and take
Samuel a little robe. Eli blessed Elkanah and Hannah and prayed she
would have more children, "the Lord was gracious to Hannah; she
conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters."
What happened to Samuel? He stayed and ministered before the Lord
under Eli - God called him and he became a prophet to all Israel.
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Conclusion
God's purposes were worked out through Hannah. She could have continued in despair as she had for many years. But she stood up - she
rose above her circumstances and made a decision to seek the Lord to pour it all out to him - to ask him for the impossible. How long had
she been childless? How long have you been in your circumstances
that cause you despair?
You need to seek the lord, surrender to him, allow your desperation to
show. Eli thought Hannah was drunk. Pour it out to him. Receive his
peace. Trust him for the solution. v18 "Her face was no longer downcast".
If you've received something from the Lord, it shows in your face - you
look different - people will remark on it. You've changed because
you've been in his presence and he has given you your heart's desire.
Are you willing to stand up like Hannah did and pour out your heart to
him and ask him for what you need? Do you need a breakthrough? Do
you need deliverance? Do you want God to intervene in your life? How
desperate are you? Who knows what he can do with your life? He does
- because he, "the Lord is a God who knows".

Questions
1. What do you think made the difference in Hannah’s
circumstances?
2. What part of Hannah’s story spoke to you?
3. Spend some tome praying for difficult situations you are aware
of.
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We are looking forward to two guest speakers this
month: Sunday 1st August at 10.30am Christian,
who along with his wife Ann now lead a Church in
La Rochelle, France. And on Sunday 8th August
at 10.30am Dama who runs ‘Shalom Africa’
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

20th August:

Thursday 5th August 8.00pm
“Living Water” workshop
Gallery photos: Insects

The Visitation Team continues to
provide support and pastoral care
to Church family and friends
- Remember to let us know when
needs arise. Please contact
Chris, Angela, Graham, Terrie Richard,
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Norfolk Churches
Sponsored
Bike Ride
Saturday
11th Sept
See Rosemary for details

Why not join a
midweek group Meeting together in
a friendly relaxed
environment!

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
3rd & 17th August
11.00am - 12 noon

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 10th August
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
10th & 24th Aug. 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT
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Aim: Nothing in your past will stop Jesus working through you
Mary Magdalene’s Profile:
Ÿ Mary was a woman who had been possessed by 7 demons Mary would have been shunned by her community. Jesus could
have passed her by - but he didn't - he showed compassion and
love and healed Mary. Mary's response was to follow Jesus.
Ÿ Mary was an energetic impulsive, caring woman, she travelled
with Jesus, but also contributed to the needs of the group.
Ÿ Mary was present at the crucifixion, and visited the tomb on the
Sunday morning to anoint the body.
Ÿ Jesus healed delivered and set Mary free
Ÿ In every glimpse we have of Mary she is acting out of her
appreciation of Jesus setting her free.
Ÿ This freedom allows her to stand under Jesus when he is on the
cross, when all the disciples except John are in hiding for fear of
their lives.
Ÿ Mary's faith is not complicated, she is more eager to believe
and obey than to understand and Jesus honours her childlike
faith by appearing to her first and entrusting her with the first
message of his resurrection.

It has been said by our Christian forefathers that Mary Magdalene could
be the same person as the sinful woman who anointed Jesus' feet with
her tears, and wiped them with her hair, and then anointed his feet with
perfume. They are probably right, but I would like to make a defence for
Mary Magdalene - look at these following scriptures:
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·

Matthew 27 v. 56 and 61

·

Mark 15 v. 40-47 and 16 v. 9-11

·

Luke 8 v. 1-3 and 24 v. 10

·

John 20 v. 1 and 20 v 11-18.

In none of these scriptures does it say that Mary Magdalene was a
prostitute. She could of course be the same woman; we are told that
Jesus cast 7 demons from Mary, and Lightfoot, a Christian forefather,
says "that one of these demons could have been an amorous spirit",
which would lead us to believe that she was a prostitute. But whatever
happened in Mary Magdalene's past, after her conversion her devotion
to Christ was evident. She came into the circle of believers, marked out
from the rest by an exceptional experience of the Lord's healing power,
and to the very end she followed Jesus with unwearied devotion, and
undaunted courage, even in the face of dangers which broke the
courage of the chosen twelve. The action of the women who ministered
to Jesus (of whom Mary Magdalene was one in His lifetime on earth
and administered the last rites to His body in death) is characteristic of
woman at her best.
Questions
1. Do you think anything from your past would prevent Jesus from
working through you?
2. Mary recognised Jesus after he had risen when he spoke her
name. How do you think she felt?
3. Discuss Romans 8:38&39
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I would like to bring three points from this story of Mary Magdalene,
which are relevant to us today:
·

Jesus relates to us as he created us - as equal reflectors of
God's image.

·

Women are vital to Jesus' ministry.

·

Those who are obedient grow in understanding.

Jesus relates to us as he created us
Jesus sees us
as we are
created - equal
reflectors of
God's image.
God created
us in his image
- we mirror a
family
resemblance
of Him.

2 Cor.3:18 "And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit." This
doesn't mean our physical nature but our spiritual and moral nature.
·

We are able to communicate.

·

We are creative, and that gives us joy and satisfaction.

·

We experience emotions and feelings.

·

We know the difference between right and wrong.

·

We are responsible for our actions.

Even though the original relationship between God and man was cut
by the fall, God has pursued his children through the ages, sending his
son Jesus so that we might be reconciled to God and become his
sons and daughters.
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His image is reflected in us. Because of Jesus the image is brought
back into focus so that his glory shines from the reflection.
A verse that can be very important if you suffer from low self esteem is,
Psalm 3:3 "But you O Lord are a shield around me, You bestow
Glory on me and lift up my head."
Jesus is in each one of us, you and me, and His glory shines out.
Woman are vital to Jesus' ministry
Mary was part of the circle of believers who travelled with Jesus - she
wasn't excluded because she was a woman, and today women are not
excluded from Jesus' ministry.
Jesus has a vital part for them to
play; as co-workers in the Kingdom,
discipling believers, in evangelism,
in serving the local church, in
prophesying and in teaching God's
Word. Jesus wants each woman to
give herself to Him in utter
dependence, knowing that without
Him we can do nothing. We need
to rely on the Holy Spirit to fulfil the
special ministry He has selected
for us, a ministry that is appropriate
to our talents. Each woman is
hand-picked by God and is
indispensable in reaching the
fulfilment of that ministry.
If you feel inadequate in the ministry that God has called you to,
remember Jesus' words as Paul tells them in 2 Cor.12v.9 "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness."
Those who are obedient grow in understanding
In every glimpse we have of Mary, we see she is acting out of
appreciation for what Jesus had done for her, in setting her free. Mary
loved the Lord, and wanted to serve Him, and her obedience flowed
from that love.
For us to be obedient we must listen to the word of God, not by just
listening and considering what we hear, but by faith in putting it into
action, so it is a positive, active response.
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Our obedience is doing the will of God from the heart.
Rom.6:17 "But thanks be to God that, though you used to be
slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to
which you were entrusted."
Mary's faith was not complicated, she was more eager to believe and
obey than to understand. Sometimes in our lives things happen that we
don't understand, and we must stand strong and believe and obey
Jesus. Jesus honoured Mary's childlike faith by appearing to her first
and entrusting her with the first message of his resurrection.
Mary Magdalene's devoted faithfulness to Jesus and her
announcement of Christ's victory over death shouts to people
everywhere how an encounter with Jesus changes a life forever. She
personifies everyone for whom Jesus has demonstrated his depth of
love, mercy and forgiveness.
In Conclusion
Whatever Mary Magdalene's past had been, Jesus healed her and set
her free.
There is nothing in
your past that will
stop you having a
personal relationship with Jesus nothing you have
done or had done
to you, no illness or
handicap. Jesus
loves you for you.
With Jesus in your
life all things are
possible. Trust Him
- he loves you.
Questions
1. ‘Made in God’s image’ – discuss.
2. What main ministry do you feel God is calling you to do? – If
you are uncertain perhaps you could pray and ask God to show
you.
3. What is your next step in seeing that ministry come to fruition?
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God's Love 1 John 4:7-19
In the Message version of the New Testament, part of this passage
says, "When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we
live in God and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the
house, becomes at home and mature in us…"
Jesus said in John 14:23 "If anyone loves me, he will obey my
teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him."
I'd like you to use your
imagination and think of your
life as a house that God lives
in. What kind of house is it?
Is it a house or a home?
House implies a building of
four walls and a roof, with x
amount of rooms. Home implies warmth, love, welcome,
peace, safety, no fear - no
secret rooms, no locked
doors - open house. Is your life a permanent residence for love to dwell
in? Does love have the run of the house?

Think of a new baby born to
a loving couple with a loving
home - everything the baby
needs is provided - food,
warmth, protection, a safe
place in which to develop
and grow into its full
potential - all in an
atmosphere of love. In fact,
the baby doesn't understand
what it needs but its parents do and they give unconditional love out of
the overflow of their love for the child. Maybe you're a parent and
remember how your heart felt like bursting when you had your first child.
Within that atmosphere of love the baby flourishes.
17

This is how God is with us, he takes as newborn babes in Christ and
with his immense love provides everything we need - under his hand
we flourish and have the opportunity to reach our full potential. That's
God's love, unconditional - 1 John 3:1 says, "How great is the love
the Father has lavished on us…" The Amplified Bible says, "See
what an incredible quality of love the Father has given, shown, bestowed on us, that we should be permitted to be named and called
and counted the children of God!" I like the word lavished, it gives a
sense of extravagance, richness, no matter what the cost. Let's look at
Psalm 23 and see what God gives us in his love:
Everything we need - rest - refreshing and restoration - direction freedom from fear - protection and safety - good food - overflowing
blessings - goodness and love always - the promise of a dwelling place
with him, not just for eternity, but now.
Back to our original passage from 1 John 4:11 which says, "Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another…" Jesus says in John 15:9, "As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you." and in v12, "My command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you."
If love has the run of our house, that means loving one another in spite
of our differences, forgiving one another, helping each other, bearing
with one another.
Is he living in your house?
Jesus said in Rev 3:20
"Listen, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and
opens the door, I will
come into his house and
eat with him and he will
eat with me." If you've
asked Jesus into your life,
then he has come in and he
does eat with you, and you
with him - he's at home with
you.
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If he were to come in
person to dinner at your
house tonight, what would
he find?

One of the things God wants to do in our lives is to help us close the
door on things of the past - allow him to come into those rooms in our
hearts where we keep things locked away. In his love he wants to help
us deal with whatever pain is there. How much space do we give him to
do this? If everything is done in an atmosphere of love, God's love,
there is no fear in that.
God wants to continually do a new thing in us and in order for him to do
this, we have to allow him to sweep away the rubbish of our past and
the things that clutter up our house. We can limit him moving in our
lives, yet if we allow him to deal with us, then we can experience
healing, cleansing, release and freedom and he will be able to open up
new things for us - new doors into new rooms.
New discoveries! New challenges! New revelations! can be ours.
To finish with, a word about God's house and his promise that we will
dwell in his house, for ever. Jesus said in John 14:2, "In my Father's
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am."
There's a sense that we're dwelling in God's house already. Psalm
84:1-2 says, "How lovely is your dwelling-place, O Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart
and my flesh cry out for the living God… - v4 says, "Blessed are
those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you."

We've only had a small taste of what it's going to be like in heaven how lovely to think that we will dwell in the house of the Lord, for ever.
Group Challenge
Discuss, then enact, ways you could demonstrate the love of Jesus this
week, to help change someone’s life.

19

AUGUST
SERVICES

Sun 1st Aug
Sun 8th Aug
Sun 15th Aug
Sun 22nd Aug
Sun 29th Aug

Guest Speaker: Christian Fernandez
Guest Speaker: Dama Safari
Family Service
‘Made in God’s Image’
‘Changed By Love’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 1st, 8th, 22nd, & 29th Aug

Sun 1st Aug
Sun 8th Aug
Sun 15th Aug
Sun 22nd Aug
Sun 29th Aug

No meeting
6.00pm Prayer & Praise
No meeting
6.00pm Prayer & Praise
Service at Taverham with John Partington

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

