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Introduction
David’s life was full of mistakes, and yet in spite of this God calls him “A
man after my own heart.” David had his faults, but God knew his heart.
He knew that David loved Him and would do whatever He asked him to
do. His heart was a heart of dependence on God and overflowed with
praise to God.
God is passionate about us, He wants to restore and rekindle our
relationship with Him, so that we can truly be a vibrant Church that is
reflecting the glory of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This month we
are going to follow the story of David bringing the ark to Jerusalem, and
see how that relates to us in the Church today and how we too, can have
a heart after God.
This months study is based on two studies ‘Tabernacle’ and ‘Heavenly
Places’ found in www.watton.org/wftk/teaching

Building our relationship with Him
When God chose David as King for His people, He chose a man after His
own heart (1 Sam 13:14 & Acts 13:22).
It was time in the history of the Jewish nation for God’s plans and purposes to move forward, and David was to be God’s chosen instrument
for that time.
He was the youngest of eight brothers, and his duty was to look after
his father, Jesse’s sheep.
In those early years, what
was to happen to David,
through his life, would
doubtless have seemed
impossible, but when God’s
hand is on a persons life,
nothing
is
impossible!
David’s relationship with
God began as a shepherd
boy on the hills around
Bethlehem.
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It was here his relationship with
God grew. He learned from very
practical day by day experience
who God was, and His ways. But
it was not just a one way
relationship, but a very real and
tangible relationship. A
relationship that evoked from
David a response of worship,
that overflowed from his heart.
David would sit on the hills, with
his harp perhaps, when the days
work was done, and compose
psalms to God, pouring out his
heart to “His shepherd.” They
weren’t couched in meaningless
religious jargon, they weren’t to
impress those who would hear,
but in music and word David
would speak of how great God
was, and his need and longing
for Him. This practise that began
as a young lad, continued
throughout his life. Many of his
greatest times of dependence on
God would bring a new psalm.
“David was an enthusiastic worshipper of Yahweh. All the records of his
life agree in representing him as devoted to Israel's God. In the midst of
life's dangers and disappointments, "David strengthened
(encouraged) himself in Yahweh (the Lord) his God" I Samuel 30:6
(from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia,)
God wants each one of us to have a personal relationship with Him. He
does not want us just to know about Him, but to know Him. He loves
us, He wants to break down the hardness and the barriers we have
built to stop us from getting hurt - the unforgiveness, the bitterness, the
self-consciousness, the anger, etc. He wants to do away with our
religion and bring reality. He wants to take our lukewarmness and make
us HOT. Not just for the moment, but forever. He wants to bring
something beautiful out of our dry places. Psalm 63
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A costly mistake – not seeking God
Many years passed, and David became King, after establishing his new
political capital at Jerusalem, he decided it would be good to re-establish
and strengthen the worship of God. So he went to Kiriath-Jearim, (or
Baalah) to the house of Abinadab to bring back the Ark of the Covenant.
Several years earlier the Philistines had captured the ark, but finding it
caused them many problems, they returned it to Abinadab’s house to get
rid of it. Uncertain of how to transport a heavy object like the ark, David
reasoned an ox cart would be the obvious way, after all the Philistines
had used an ox cart to return it to Abinadab’s house.
2 Samuel 6:1-8 Things seemed to be going well, and there was
much jubilation and rejoicing.
But sadly, disaster struck, the oxen stumbled, and at the threshing
floor of Nachon, Uzzah reached out to steady the ark, but God struck
him dead.
Lessons for Life:
1. The Ark, was the Ark of the Covenant, which God commanded
Moses to make more than 400 years before David's time. It was a
wood box completely covered with gold and with an ornate gold lid.
In it were the tablets of the law that Moses brought down from
Mount Sinai, a jar of manna, and the Aaron's rod that miraculously
budded as a confirmation of his leadership.
The ark of God
represented the
Immediate
presence and glory
of God in Israel.
David considered it
a high priority to
bring the ark out of
obscurity and back
into prominence.
David wanted Israel
to be alive with a
sense of the near
presence and glory
of God.
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The ox-cart represents our own man made programmes, we can
not decide to do something, using our own reason and logic, then
ask God to come and bless it. Although transporting the ark this way
would seem right, His ways are different to ours. Isa 55:8-11 God’s
Glory needs to be Holy Spirit led. The only way for us to see God’s
Glory in our meetings is to allow Him to show us the way.
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The next thing is that the ox is a symbol of strength and power and
wealth, but God chooses to use the weakness of man to display
His glory. 2 Cor 4:5-7

4. When we try to do our own thing God will often shake it, to get our
attention. Uzzah was Abinadab’s son, he had the Ark in his house
for many years, and should have had a reverence for it. It is important that we keep close to God every step of the way so that we
are able to hear from Him. We also need His discernment, which
that close relationship will bring. We serve a holy God, and although God wants us to come into a relationship of love with Him,
we should never treat the things of God lightly, He is also an awesome God.
5. We can even seem to be doing the ‘right’ thing, and for good
motives, like David, but unless we have sought God for His way
through a situation, it will not achieve much.
6. The threshing floor
symbolises the place of
testing. In the natural it is
where the grain was
separated from the chaff,
and in the spiritual, where
the works of man are tested.
If we will allow God to correct us, then it can also be
the place where we move
forward in our Christian walk.
Questions
1. In a scale of 1-10 Where is your relationship with God?
2.Is there anything you could do, or change, to improve your relationship
with Him?
3. Looking back, have you known a time when your relationship with
God grew through facing problems and letting him show you the right
way to go?
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Finding the place of blessing
2 Samuel 6:9-11 David became afraid of God after this incident and
decided not to take the ark to Jerusalem. So instead he took it aside
into the house of a man named Obed-Edom. Something quite remarkable then happened. Obed-Edom and his whole household
started to receive an abundance of blessing, 1 Chronicles 13 says
that the Lord blessed all that he had. You see the presence of God
will always bring blessing. Not necessarily material things, although
it certainly can include that! We read in 1 Chronicles 15:24 ObedEdom became a gate keeper for the ark, when David did get it to
Jerusalem. He had found out that nothing compared to being in the
presence of God, and that was where he wanted to be and was
prepared to follow it, then remain there!

Getting back on track
David was a man after God’s heart and his relationship with God was
the most important thing to him. He was also a man who was willing
to learn from his mistakes, he recognised the need for repentance
when he had gone wrong, and knew the joy that came with knowing
and experiencing God’s heart of forgiveness. After about three
months he heard the report that Obed-Edom was being blessed. This
whole episode resulted in David having a rethink on how to handle
God’s holy presence. God had clearly spoken to Moses of how the
ark was to be transported, on the shoulders of Levites. God had said
that the priests were to be the ones to minister. So David restored the
Levitical office, and very carefully followed God’s instructions.
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Lessons for life
1. We need to face up to the reality of where we are, it’s no good trying to hide our mistakes, pretending that sin is anything other than sin.
Praise God that through
Jesus Christ the
sacrificial system is
completely fulfilled, we
no longer have to offer
ox and calves, the blood
of Jesus can cleanse us
completely from sin. If
we are willing to repent
and turn from our
wrongdoing we can know
and experience God’s
heart of forgiveness. Ps
32:1-7. We should not by
run from a situation, but
face up to it, and allow
God to take us through.
2. God, in His Word has shown
us the way to go, the way to live
our lives. The Bible is our measure as to whether we are on track
or not, and when we fail (as we all
do from to time) it shows us the
way of repentance and restoration
into His presence. God desires us
to live in obedience to His Word.
3. God is a holy God, He is calling us to be a holy people. It is only ‘in
Jesus’ that we can come before Him, and be acceptable to Him. When
we come near to His presence we need to develop a holy fear of God –
there is no room for sin, we need to deal with it as God shines His light
into our lives. It is important that we know Him as our loving Heavenly
Father, as our Good Shepherd, but we also need to develop a reverent
awe for Him. He is the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Creator of
the universe, and the Saviour of mankind.
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4. Rom 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship. God is seeking
for people who are prepared to offer their lives as living sacrifices.
That will mean different things for different people, and can mean a
whole change of lifestyle, but God will give us the grace in every
circumstance.
5. David was glad to know that the presence and glory of God
could bring blessing instead of a curse. He was also glad to see
that when they obeyed God they were blessed.

Questions
1. Have you seen God really blessing another Christian,
and wanted to know that same blessing?
2. Share with the group a time when you knew God was
doing good things in your life.
3. Is there a Bible verse which has helped you go God’s
way?
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

16th July:

Saturday 17th July 2.00pm
Photographic workshop at Titchwell RSPB
Gallery photos: “Transport”

The Visitation Team continues to provide support and pastoral care to
Church family and friends
- Remember to let us know when needs
arise. Please contact
Chris, Angela, Graham, Terrie Richard,
or Bob
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Norfolk Churches
Sponsored
Bike Ride
Saturday
11th Sept
See Rosemary for details

Why not join a
midweek group Meeting together in
a friendly relaxed
environment!

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
6th & 20th July
11.00am - 12 noon

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 12th July

in partnership
with

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
13th & 27th July 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT
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WEEK THREE FINDING FREEDOM IN GOD
Extravagant Worship
David moved into a new realm of
intimacy in his relationship with
God that changed his whole
concept of worship. What a
wonderful procession it must
have been that entered
Jerusalem that day. The joy in the
people’s hearts was evident.
2 Samuel 6:14 – 23. David knew a complete freedom in his worship
as he leapt and twirled and danced, wildly, unhindered by his outer
garments, but wearing a priestly light linen ephod. There was praise,
there was worship, there was music and shouting, as the people
processed into their royal city. Yet Michal, his wife looked down from
an upstairs window and scorned David’s freedom and as a result was
cursed with barrenness.
Lessons for Life
1. Personal intimacy with
God should come through
relationship. We need to fall
in love with Jesus, to rekindle
our first love, that it may grow
in maturity, and yet also in
passion. Read through Song
of Songs in your own time.
Song 2:8-13 Jesus is the
lover, he is knocking at the
door of our hearts, he is
calling, watching, waiting for
us to respond to him.
2. Don’t be like Michal, despising the things of God. Perhaps she was
jealous and resentful of David’s close relationship with God. A lack of
personal intimacy will always bring about barrenness. It is the opposite
of a fruitful relationship. Criticism and judgementalism will destroy your
relationship, and harden your heart.
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3 The repentant, broken
hearted nature of true worship,
comes before God as an
acceptable sacrifice to Him.
Allow Him to melt your heart,
your tears are precious to Him.
Don’t be afraid of crying, when
the Lord is doing a powerful
work in your life, it is the
natural expression. Our
emotions are very much involved with what is going on.
We need not be embarrassed, or fearful we are making a fool of
ourselves. Tears can be very healing, and when we have shed tears
of sadness, we shall be able to overflow with tears of joy! We need to
let our hearts be so broken and in tune with God, that the things that
break God’s heart, also break our hearts.
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Don’t be a spectator, be a participator! As we worship God together,
we can be a powerful witness, in unity of heart and mind and spirit.
Our praise and worship is a response to our relationship with Him,
and it pours out of a security that knows you are chosen, you are
precious, and loved. It becomes an expression of that love that you
feel in your heart. It is not something that we can whip up, or be
passive about, it comes from the overflow of our hearts and needs a
wholehearted response.
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Worship is a key component to experiencing God’s presence. God is
not listening to the noise that is coming out of our mouths He is
listening to our hearts. Is it real? Is there a fire? A passion? That is
what God is looking for. Though it is possible to hide to others, where
we are in that relationship, we can never hide from God. He hears our
worship and sees the love and the honesty in our heart and chooses
to reveal His presence through our life, that His glory will be seen in
us. Our worship becomes an acceptable offering, a sweet smelling
sacrifice to Him.
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Our worship can be expressed in many ways. We can speak out
words of praise and worship, we can sing, shout, or clap, we can
worship with musical instruments, or express our worship through
dance. Let it overflow from your heart, a sacrifice of praise, but above
all let it be from a life poured out for Jesus! Let God know that you love
Him, allow Him to reveal His presence through your life!
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God’s presence restored
1 Chronicles 16. When they arrived at Jerusalem they took the Ark
to a tent that David had pitched on a hill, and David wrote a Psalm
celebrating this event. This tent was where the Ark of the Covenant
remained until the Temple was built, was the tabernacle of David. It
was distinguished by two characteristics:
1. The Ark of the Covenant, i.e. the presence of God, was no longer
hidden behind closed doors, behind the veil of the Holy of Holies,
but now the manifest presence of God was available to all the
people. The presence of God, would have been seen by all, by
worshippers and Israelites, pagans and foreigners. Any passerby would have been aware of God’s presence.
2. Worship, not religious practice, became the focus of the people.
David required that worship be conducted before the Ark continuously - The only thing that encircled God’s presence in David’s
tabernacle was worshippers who ministered to Him 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year for 36 years!!!
Amos 9:11-15 Amos says that God
will rebuild and restore David’s fallen
tabernacle, why David’s tabernacle?
David’s tabernacle it would seem
was little more than a tent to protect
the ark. It was not a beautiful
building, there was no outer court,
there was no holy of holies. That I
believe is exactly why, because, it
was truly a place where God would
meet with man. It was a place
marked by relationship rather than
religion, and a place of passion –
the passion of David’s heart for God.
Questions
1. Discuss Song of Songs 2:8-13
2. Do you find difficulty in worshipping God?
3. Pray for each other that God would give you a heart that overflows
with praise.
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David had built his royal palace in Jerusalem, He now had the
presence of the living God, the Ark, dwelling in Jerusalem and we
read in 2 Samuel 7:1 that God then gave David rest from his
enemies. At this time David wanted to build a dwelling, a permanent
building to house the Ark. But God said that David could not do this,
because he had been a man of war, but David’s son, who would be
a man of peace would build a house:
2 Sam 7:11-16 This was a case of a dual fulfilment of prophecy. In
the physical, King Solomon, who was David’s son and heir, built the
temple according to the plans David had made, and with the materials David had provided. But in the spiritual, the Lord Jesus Christ,
Prince of Peace, also known as Son of David, was the one to build
a house, a spiritual house, and a spiritual kingdom, where God
could dwell with redeemed man in the power of His Holy Spirit
When Jesus died on the cross, the veil in the temple was torn in two,
the way to God was open. God wants our meeting with Him to be
based, and centred on our relationship with Him. Jesus is God’s plan
for man, God wants to work in our lives and destroy the things that
separate us from Him. God’s plan is to bring His restoration into
those broken areas in our lives and our churches. He wants our
relationship to be HOT. It says of David in Acts 13:36 that he served
God’s purposes in his generation;
like him we are
called to serve
God’s purposes today, in our own
generation. What a
powerful witness to
the world, when
people can truly
see God working in
power in our lives,
and in our churches as He rebuilds
us into a place fit
for His presence.
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Lessons for life
1. Living stones
God’s plan from the beginning of time was the Church – We are the
temple of God Ephesians 2:19 -22. He is building a temple made of
Living Stones. 1 Peter 2:5-10. As Christians we are the building
material He uses, as He shapes us, and puts us in place, when we
cooperate with Him, and allow Him to be glorified through the
circumstances of our lives. We then ALL take our place as a Royal
Priesthood ministering to Him, and to the people, through Him.

2. A royal priesthood
Looking back to the passage in 1 Peter 2 we see in verse 9 that we are
to be a royal priesthood in this spiritual temple to minister praise to Jesus.
1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special
people, that you may proclaim
the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His
marvellous light;” This is part of
our ministerial duty as priest in the
New Kingdom, in order to see that
Kingdom advanced, and the
powers of darkness overcome.
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3. A holy nation
1 Corinthians 3:16 says we are the temple of
God. His Spirit living in us makes us holy.
When we come before His throne, as Holy,
called out people, in praise and adoration for
who He is, for what He has done, in a close,
and loving personal relationship with Him, then
his glory comes. Our real desire is not just for
visitation, but for habitation, where his presence is with us every day, affecting the places
we have come from. Paul Weaver said
“Holiness can overcome the darkness around
us, because holiness is God!”
Charles Finney was so filled with the presence of God, when he walked
through the knitting mills of Uttica in the late 1800’s the workers began
to fall to their knees in repentance, before he had even spoken a word.
In the Lewis Revival (1949 – 1953) 75% were saved before they heard
a sermon or came to a meeting. When the presence of God is over an
area, the forces of darkness loose their ability to sway people.
4. A people of praise
David was only too aware that praise would bring the presence of God,
into the situations in his life. In the Psalms he wrote we see the endorsement to praise the Lord time and again! Although God is omnipresent, as we begin to praise Him we are aware of His presence, we
enter into the Heavenly Places and He is enthroned in our praises.
It is here our relationship
with Him grows, our loneliness, our depression,
our problems are placed
under his feet where
they belong, and He is
exalted in our lives. This
is the place of freedom,
deliverance and wholeness, the place we can
begin to see things from
God’s heavenly perspective, instead our own
feeble earthly viewpoint.
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The presence of God’s Kingdom power is directly related to the practice
of God’s praise, a theme we see time and again as we look into the
book of psalms. When we exalt His Name, He is ready to manifest His
Kingdom Power in the way most appropriate to the situation we are in.
We are not manipulating God, merely lining up with His Truth, that His
is the power, ours the privilege and responsibility to welcome Him. As
his temple of living stones whose lives are centred on praising him we
can invite God’s Holy Spirit to move into those difficult or impossible
situations or circumstances to transform them.
Conclusion
God is building us together into a house for His presence to abide. We
can move into what He has for us, knowing His empowering and provision. We come before Him as Holy called out people, living stones,
ministering to him as a Royal Priesthood, with Jesus as our great High
Priest.
We can choose to follow his ways and like David, have a heart after God.
God will come, He will change us, He will restore our lives, transform our
Churches, and revive our communities.
Questions
1. Do you have a favourite praise or worship song that makes you
more aware of God’s presence?
2. How can you take your place as part of the ‘Royal Priesthood’
3. What has impacted you in this months study?

Praise the Lord!

Sun 4th July
Sun 11th July
Sun 18th July
Sun 25th July

“A heart after God”
10th Anniversary All Age Service with
Puppet Power! Followed by barbecue
“Freedom in God”
Dedication Service

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 4th, 18th & 25th July

Sun 4th July 6.00pm with meal
Sun 11th July
Sun 18th July 6.00pm
Sun 25th July

Alpha 10 ‘What about the Church?’
No meeting
Prayer & Praise
No meeting

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

