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In May’s study we read that we had been marked in Jesus Christ with a
seal the promised Holy Spirit. In this study we are going to explore and
discover who or what the Holy Spirit is and what the authentic marks of
the Holy Spirit really are.

The Holy Spirit is a real person who came to reside within Jesus
Christ's true followers after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to
heaven (Acts 2). Jesus told His apostles...
"I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another helper
that he may be with you
forever; the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot
receive, because it does not
behold him or know him, but
you know him because he
abides with you, and will be
in you. I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you."
(John 14:16-18)
The Holy Spirit is not a vague influence, mystic idea, nor an impersonal
force this confusion may have arisen because, the word "Spirit" (Greek
"Pneuma") means breath or wind, which implies an unseen force.
However, he is a person equal in every way with God the Father and
God the Son. He is considered to be the third member of the Godhead.
Jesus said to His apostles...
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:18-20)
God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And all the divine attributes
ascribed to the Father and the Son are equally ascribed to the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is eternal (Hebrews 9:14), omnipresent – present
everywhere (Psalm 139:7), omniscient – all knowing (1 Corinthians
2:10), and omnipotent – all powerful (Luke 1:35).
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The Holy Spirit shows personality attributes such as; intellect Romans
8:27), will (1 Corinthians 12:11) and sensitivity (Ephesians 4:30). He is
a person and he speaks to us personally. Every Christian can
experience the reality and the power of the Holy Spirit, bringing life right
to the centre of our being and strength into our lives (John 7:38-39).

The Bible
describes
the
Holy Spirit
in
different
ways:

1 Through different names
The Good Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20)
The Spirit of God (Matthew 3:16)
The Counsellor (John 14:16.26)
The Spirit of Truth (John 16:13)
The Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9)
The Spirit of Sonship (Romans 8:15)
The Spirit of Grace (Hebrews 10:29)
2 Through symbols
Dove (Matthew 3:16)
Voice (1 Kings 19:12)
Seal (Ephesians 1:13)
Water and Living Water (Isaiah 44:3, John 7:37-39)
Wind (Acts 2:2)
Oil (1 Samuel 16:13)
Fire (Acts 2:3)
If you had to formally introduce the person the Holy Spirit to someone
how would you do it? How would you describe him?
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A primary role of the Holy Spirit is that He bears "witness" of Jesus
Christ (John 15:26, 16:14). He tells people's hearts about the truth of
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit also acts as a Christian's teacher
(1Cor. 2:9-14).
He reveals God's will and God's truth to a Christian. Jesus told His
disciples...
"The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said
to you." (John 14:26)
"When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He
will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come." (John 16:13)

The work of the Holy Spirit in a disciple of Jesus Christ is that:
He enables us to drive out demons (Matthew 12:28)
He enables us to speak as God would have us speak (Mark 13:11)
He enables us to be born again (John3:5-8)
He will be our counsellor for ever (John 14:16)
He lives in us (John 14:17)
He will teach us John 14:26, 16:13-14)
He convicts (John 16:8-11)
He gives us power to be God’s witnesses (Acts 1:8)
He enables God’s love to be poured into our hearts (Romans 5:5)
He testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children (Romans 8:16)
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The gifts of the Spirit
These are supernatural endowments of God as listed in 1 Corinthians
12: 7-11. Even natural talents need to be surrendered to God before he
can use them fully to his glory. It is the Holy Spirit who equips us in
order for us to be able to do God’s will and to worship and serve him.
The Father has ensured that his children will lack nothing they need to
fulfil his will and purpose, and to be able to witness to the power of
Jesus on earth. The gift of speaking in tongues is regarded as the
essential biblical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The fruit of the Spirit
The Holy Spirit was given to live
inside those who believe in Jesus,
in order to produce God's character in the life of a believer. In a
way that we cannot do on our
own, the Holy Spirit will build into
our lives love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control (Gal. 5:22-23).
Rather than trying to be loving, patient, kind, God asks us to rely on Him
to produce these qualities in our lives. Thus Christians are told to walk in
the Spirit (Gal. 5:25) and be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). And the
Holy Spirit empowers Christians to perform ministerial duties that
promote spiritual growth among Christians (Rom. 12; 1Cor. 12; Eph. 4).
The Holy Spirit also performs a
function for non-Christians as
well. He convicts people's hearts
of God's truth concerning how
sinful we are -- needing God's
forgiveness; how righteous Jesus
is -- He died in our place, for our
sins; and God's eventual
judgment of the world and those
who do not know Him
(John 16:8-11). The Holy Spirit
tugs on our hearts and minds,
asking us to repent and turn to
God for forgiveness and a new
life.
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As we have seen the Holy Spirit is that person
of the Godhead that enables the power of God
to be seen. He is the one who convicts people
of their sin and continues changing their life by
a sanctifying process. Demons were cast out,
signs and miracles done through the power of
the Spirit. All Christians want the work of the
Holy Spirit, not only to continue but to increase.
Yet, no one wants to be deceived or misled, so
how do we test the Spirits?
Let us look at the following scripture: 1John 4:1-21. If we are to trust
scripture we have to remove ourselves from our feelings and presumptions, and then look at things with new eyes. Like Jonathan Edwards it
may be wise to look at some things that made people think that a phenomenon was not of God, sometimes called negative signs.
These classic arguments are still used today, as proof that a certain
activity is not of God and is therefore counterfeit. However many theologians today agree with Jonathan Edwards that this criteria is not sound
in assessing if some activity is the Spirit of God or not.
Negative signs, which are no signs at all.
1. This cannot be the Spirit of God because it is unusual and weird.
2. This cannot be the spirit of God because God would not cause these
physical effects on the body.
3. This cannot be the spirit of God because God would draw attention
to Jesus not to people.
4. This cannot be the spirit of God because people receive visions or
revelations by their imaginations.
5. This cannot be the spirit of God because the effect is contrived by
means and example.
6. This cannot be the spirit of God because there is a shameless
breach of convention and procedure.
7. This cannot be the spirit of God because they are mistaken on this
point or have misleading opinions or beliefs or ideas.
8. This cannot be the spirit of God because there is sin and wrong doing among the people.
9. This cannot be the spirit of God because emotions of guilt and fear
are manipulated by the preacher.
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Having looked at some instances
of the negative signs let us go
back to our scripture (1 John 4),
which is surely our only rule for
faith and practice. This scripture
is given the heading in the NIV
bible 'Test the Spirits'. Let’s look
at what are the sure and positive,
distinguishing scripture
evidences and marks of a work of the Spirit of God. In fact, verse 2 tells
us "This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God", so let us consider
the evidence with open minds.
1. When the activity exalts Jesus, who was truly man and truly God,
who was born of a virgin and was crucified at Calvary. When the truth
of the gospel is confirmed and established in people’s minds, this is a
sure sign that it is from the Spirit of God.
2. When the Spirit that is at work operates against the interests of
Satan's kingdom, which encourages sin, and the cherishing of worldly
lusts in men's hearts. This is a sure sign that it is the Spirit of God.
3. The Spirit that operates in a manner that causes people to have a
greater regard and hunger for the word of God as seen in the Holy
Scriptures, and establishes them more in their truth and divinity is
certainly the Spirit of God.
4. Another rule to test the spirits may be drawn from the names or
designations given to the opposing spirits, in the last words of verse 6,
“the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood." These words reveal the
two opposite characters of the Spirit of God and the other spirits that
counterfeit his operations.
5. If the Spirit that is at work
among a people operates
as a Spirit of love to God
and man, it is a sure sign
that it is the Spirit of God.
continued on p 11
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Monday 14th June:
Tuesday 8th & 22nd. 9.30 - 11.30am:

Tuesday 1st & 15th, 11.00am - 12 noon:
all welcome
Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings:

Thursday 9.30 - 11.15am:

Thursday 1.30 - 3.00pm:
Thursday 3rd June:
visit to RAF Lakenheath

meet in Church car

park at 6.00pm; Gallery Photo - Nature
Friday 10.00am - 12 noon:
drop in for a cuppa and a chat
Friday 18th June

Holy Spirit Day &
Barbecue
Sunday 6th June
10.30am - 3.00pm
Special programme for
children included
Why not join us?

10.00am - 12 noon
WPC Car park
Teas /coffees served
To raise money
for India
Orphanage
children to go to
school

17th - 19th Sept
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Nflk.
Guest speaker: Mary Walker
Bookings to Terrie

Falconer Children’s Home, Zambia

Pat and Ken are paying another visit to the Falconer
Children’s Home in Zambia this month. Ken says:
“The aim of the visit is to get up to date video and
photos and information to aid our deputation work,
and to see what goods/equipment we need to send
for the best results. We have just heard that power
has been restored to the Children's Home.”
They hope to travel to Zambia on the 3rd June.
Please pray for the flight and for Pat and Ken during
this mission as part of the Falconer Trust.

Let us for the sake of our study also summarise those signs that provide no evidence that a work is by the Spirit of God or not, and are indeed no signs at all. Therefore we cannot say, this is not the work of
the Spirit of God or this is the work of the Spirit of God;
1. because it is different or new to our experience.
2. because of the physical effects on the body.
3. because it appears to draw attention to people.
4. because there are visions and revelations.
5. because of the contrived effect of means or example.
6. because there is a shameless breach of convention or procedure.
7. because there are mistakes or misleading opinions, beliefs, ideas.
8. because there is sin or wrong doing.
9. because there is pressure applied that produces emotions of guilt
or fear.
If we take our criteria
for distinguishing the
genuine, that which is
from God we are
required to recognise
that our God is bigger
and more powerful
than we can imagine.
That He is not
constrained by
denominational
barriers nor restricted
by either our
understanding or our
firmly held traditions.

We can see that in applying our criteria for distinguishing and
authenticating that the Spirit of God is at work, we will need to talk to
individuals who have experienced or been touched by the particular
happening. We must listen to the testimonies of these individuals and
see if the evidence given is a true reflection of their lifestyle. We can do
this by asking family, friends or workmates about the changed lifestyle.
In other words we need to look at the fruit of their experience to identify
and authenticate the work in general as that of the Spirit of God.
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There has been a great temptation to judge this and other phenomenon
by either its root ( the source of the teaching or introduction, i.e. it's
history) and or its shoot ( the means or manner of the presentation, i.e.
its methodology) but Jesus taught us to look at the fruit ( the
consequence, product or result from such phenomenon).
He said "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will
recognise them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from
thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them."
(Matthew 7:15-20).

Once it has been accepted by the application of the above criteria that
the Spirit of God is at work, what is the fruit we should expect in the life
of the individual over and above the criteria previously laid down? Paul
the Apostle talks of the fruit of the Spirit to the Galatians, listing it as
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. It is important to understand that they are
the fruit of the spirit (singular) and not fruits. Therefore we see that this
word denotes 'the result or the consequence or the product of an
ongoing relationship with the person of the Holy Spirit. If we belong to
Jesus Christ and live by the Spirit, keeping in step with the Spirit these
things will grow in our lives, producing in us the nature of Christ.
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What are the authentic marks we can expect to see in Christianity, what is
the real nature of Christianity, and how do I identify it? If we ask ourselves
these questions, we have a basis for determining that which is truly of
God.
The following verses in a small way sum up what the authentic marks of
Christianity look like, that which can be observed by the outsider. Here we
have Peter and John before the Sanhedrin, who were questioning them,
asking "By what power or what name did you do this?" Then Peter filled
with the Holy Spirit answered the Sanhedrin provoking this response.
Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realised
that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they
took note that these men had been with Jesus.
Acts 4:14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.
What had the Sanhedrin observed?
1. They saw the love Peter and John had for the beggar.
2. They saw their boldness and their courage.
3. They saw that they were unschooled, ordinary men who had been
changed.
4. They were amazed, astonished by the following; the miracle, their boldness and love, the change that had happened in their lives and their understanding of the profoundest truths.
5. They took note that these men had been with Jesus.
From this we can see
that Christianity is a
phenomenon, a dynamic
happening, a historical
fact, it's alive and vibrant.
It challenges the world
and is an alternative to it.
Christianity is God's power at work.
The local church is the local manifestation of Christ's body. If the
average person sees the church as a middle-class club, clinging to lifeless traditions that have a forgotten meaning, or singing yesterday’s
songs for which they have no understanding. Where there is no vigour
or life, surely that person cannot be seeing the body of Christ, because
he, Jesus is alive.
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What distinguishing marks should we look for in a group of Christians
that would show their authenticity?
1. Love for one another, but that love also spilling over onto those they
come into contact with in everyday life.
2. Ordinary people from a variety of different backgrounds.
3. Changed lives, a testimony of people set free, new birth.
4. A confidence/ boldness in the good news of Christ.
5. A vision and purpose for their lives.
6. By their personal experience and experiment in faith that signs and
wonders should follow them.
7. That a Christian as a follower of Christ, a disciple or pupil, cannot truly
be so unless he has been with Jesus and spends time with him regularly.
CHRISTIANS OF THE EARLY CHURCH WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS BY
THE WORLD, AS TAKING NOTE THAT THEY WERE DIFFERENT, SET
APART, HOLY.

The Marks of the Authentic Christian Message.
The Christian message is the profoundest truth about man, his earth, the
universe, and God. A test of the message is if it is acceptable by the
world and applauded by it, then we should question whether this is truly
the Christian message.
The Christian message cannot be a worldly message.
It cannot be a call to respectability.
It cannot be a call to a better moral life, to goodness.
It cannot be a call to a religion of ceremonies and processions.
It is not applied psychology or sociology.
The Christian message is the power of God at work changing lives. The
Christian message is not the coin of the world's thinking; rather it is an
offence to a worldly mind set.
The Marks of Authentic Christianity are supernatural.
God's power is supernaturally changing lives; in fact, giving us a new life
and making us new creations. Selwyn Hughes says that there are 6
things that are natural to a new Christian. They are;
1. a sensitive awareness of sin
2. a deep hunger for the word of God
3. a degree of testing and trial
4. a desire for a changed life
5. a love for other Christians
6. a desire to share Christ with others
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From the story in Acts we see God's power supernaturally changing
individual lives. We see Peter changed, he is given the courage to take
a stand for the truth before the world’s wisdom, in fact the very men
who only a month or two earlier had sentenced Christ. We see the lame
man changed, he was supernaturally enabled to walk, jump and praise
God. This supernatural power is the person of the Holy Spirit.
God wants to supernaturally deal with you and me as an individual.
The power of the Holy
Spirit is at work in the
church, giving us new life
through adoption/re-birth,
by changing us through
the renewing of our minds
to be more like Jesus.
Let us consider the following verses;
John 14:11 - 17 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I
have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I
am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it. "If you love me, you will obey what
I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counsellor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know
him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
John 14:26 But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.
and Rom 15:18 - 19 I will not venture to speak of anything except what
Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey
God by what I have said and done--by the power of signs and miracles,
through the power of the Spirit.
God, the Holy Spirit is the powerful person who brings that supernatural
dimension that marks Christianity out as different, holy. He is the person,
the Spirit of truth that authenticates our Christian lifestyle and
experience.
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Sun 6th June
Sun 13th June
Sun 20th June
Sun 27th June

Alpha Holy Spirit Day & Barbecue
Family Service
‘The authentic marks of the Holy Spirit’
‘The authentic marks of Christianity’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 20th & 27th June
Sunday 6th June

Sun 13th June
Sun 20th June
Sun 27th June

Alpha 7 ‘How Can I resist evil?’
Alpha 8 ‘Why should I tell others?’
Alpha 9 ‘Does God heal today?’

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

