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Week 1: Wise men follow Jesus
"there came wise men from the East to
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He that is born
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East and have come to worship Him.""
(Matthew 2:1-2)
Wise men looked for Jesus and today wise men
still do seek him that they may follow him.
What it means to follow Jesus
Following Jesus is a lifestyle that takes a life time of training. It is not
going to church on Sunday, or claiming to be a Christian. It is a lifestyle
that starts with a commitment, which is described as being 'saved' or
'born again' or 'being born from above' or 'asking Jesus into our heart.'
This commitment is the beginning of a journey where we are changing
to be more and more like Jesus Christ. It is a journey full of love,
passion, tears, joy and peace. It is an experience that is better felt that
'telt' (told).
Quotes from famous people
I know men and I tell
you that Jesus Christ
is no mere man.
Between Him and
every other person in
the world there is no
possible term of
comparison.
Alexander, Caesar,
Charlemagne, and I
have founded
empires. But on what did we rest the creation of our genius? Upon
force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour
millions of men would die for Him. –Napoleon
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A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for
the good of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of
the world. It was a perfect act. - Mahatma Gandhi
I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian
that this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very
centre of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all
history.- H.G. Wells
Jesus is the God whom we can approach without pride and before
whom we can humble ourselves without despair. – Blaise Pascal
(French mathematician and physicist)
There is something so pure and
frank and noble about Him that
to doubt His sincerity would be
like doubting the brightness of
the sun. Charles Edward Jefferson

It was this same Jesus, the Christ who, among many other
remarkable things, said and repeated something which, proceeding
from any other being would have condemned him at once as either a
bloated egotist or a dangerously unbalanced person...when He said
He himself would rise again from the dead, the third day after He was
crucified, He said something that only a fool would dare say, if he
expected longer the devotion of any disciples—unless He was sure
He was going to rise. No founder of any world religion known to men
ever dared say a thing like that! - Wilbur Smith
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic – on
a level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would
be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was,
and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You
can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a
demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let
us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.C.S. Lewis
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Think about and discuss what these men were trying to say and then
share what you think about Jesus.
Who is Jesus?
The Bible as a whole and Paul in particular describes Jesus as the Son
who "is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things have been created through him and for
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his
fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making
peace through his blood, shed on the cross".
(Colossians 1: 15-20)
Questions
1. Should Christmas be banned as a public holiday in the UK as most
people are not Christians or should it remain as it is, a good
opportunity for all people to come closer to God?

2. Why do you celebrate Christmas?
3. Who do you say Jesus is?
4. How would you introduce someone to Jesus?
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Week 2: Glory to the new born King
Hark the herald angels sing "Glory to
the newborn King! Peace on earth and
mercy mild God and sinners reconciled"
A Christmas Carol written by
Charles Wesley, 1739
Who did Jesus claim to be?
Christians at some stage in their walk wonder if Jesus understood who
he was? They ask did he know he was the Son of God and therefore
equal with God? The passage John 5:17-47 gives a clear indication
that Jesus understood fully who he was or should we say who he is.
The passage certainly shows that the Jews believed that he was
making himself equal with God.
This is a very interesting passage and deserves more time than we can
give to it here. We must break down the discourse into several parts to
gain the understanding that we seek.
In the passage we have woven together the threads of a number of
thoughts and expressions that are claims by Jesus to be the Messiah.
The clearest statement of his deity, is the claim to be 'The Son of Man',
which is recorded in Daniel 7:13, "there before me was one like a son
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven." which William Barclay says
should truly be translated 'one like the Son of Man.'
In the Book of Enoch, which was influential in that time, a character
appears time and again called 'that Son of Man' who was waiting in
heaven until he was sent to bring in the Kingdom of God. So in calling
himself 'the Son of Man' he was stating that he was the Messiah. The
Jews clearly understood what he meant because the Jewish leaders
began to persecute him.
Jesus lays out his relationship with God, the truth is that if we want to
see God we must look at Jesus, if we want to hear God we must listen
to Jesus. If we want to know how God feels about mankind, its position
or sin we must look at Jesus. The mind of Jesus is the mind of God; the
words of Jesus are the words of God; the actions of Jesus are the
actions of God.
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Weight of history
So what is the evidence? How do we know, for example, that Jesus
even existed? The answer is that there’s a great deal of evidence: first
of all, outside of the New Testament. The Roman historian Tacitus talks
directly about Jesus. The Roman historian Suetonius talks indirectly
about him. The first-century Jewish historian, Flavius Josephus, says
this—he’s talking about Pilate, Pontius Pilate, and he says: `Now, there
was about this time Jesus, a wise man—if it's lawful to call him a man,
for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive
the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and
many of the Gentiles.’ And then he goes on to talk about his crucifixion
and his alleged resurrection.
So there's evidence outside the
New Testament that Jesus
existed. But more important,
there’s evidence inside the
New Testament. Some say,
`Well, the New Testament was
written a very long time ago.
How do we know that what
they wrote has not been
changed over the years?’
And the answer is we do know very accurately through the science of
textual criticism what the original writers wrote. And essentially, the
more manuscripts we have, and the earlier they are, the less doubt
there is about the original.
So one of the greatest textual critics ever, F.J.A. Haught, said this: `In
the variety and fullness of the evidence on which it rests, the text of the
New Testament stands absolutely and unapproachably alone amongst
ancient prose writings’—and no secular historian would disagree with
that conclusion.
Sir Frederick Kenyon, who’s an expert in this field, sums it up like this:
`The interval, then, between the dates of original composition and the
earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible,
and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come
down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed.
Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New
Testament may be regarded as finally established.’
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So we know from evidence outside
and inside the New Testament that he
existed. But who is he? We know he
was fully human: he had a human
body—he ate, he drank, he sweated,
he got tired, he suffered pain; he had
human emotions—love, joy, sadness;
he had human experiences—he had
the experience of growing up in a
family, of education, of having a job, of
being tempted, bereavement, suffering,
being tortured, and the experience of
death
What do historians say, we have
heard H. G. Wells said, "I am an
historian, I am not a believer, but I
must confess as a historian that this
penniless preacher from Nazareth is
irrevocably the very centre of history.
Jesus Christ is easily the most
dominant figure in all history."
What about the 21st Century?
The evidence of modern history is that Jesus Christ is still transforming
lives in the same way as the disciples were transformed 2000 years
ago.
In their book “Christianity a ready defence”, (1994) Josh McDowell and
Bill Wilson tell the stories of people whose lives were transformed by
Jesus.
We cannot tell each story in full but have just included these quotes:
Policeman, Melvin Floyd
I’ve been on both sides of the fence, a gang member as well as a
policeman. I have seen tragedy, permanent injury, property damage,
wasted lives and even death as a result of sin.
My whole outlook on life has changed since Christ came into my life.
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CELEBRATE!
Come and celebrate with us at Christmas time!
Thursday 2nd December: JPEG’S Photographic
Club Christmas meeting at Bob’s - Rachael will
be talking about using photos to make cards

Friday 3rd December:
The Friendship Club
Christmas Dinner

Thursday 9th December:
Noah’s Ark Group’s
Christmas Parties

NOAH’S ARK FAMILY CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 12th December 10.30am
Come and hear the Christmas Story
Singing * Puppets * Stories * Mince Pies
Everyone Welcome!

Wednesday 15th December: Adults Christmas Meal
Saturday 18th December: Carol Singing
in the precinct 10.00 am

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 19th December 6.30pm

Saturday 25th December:
Christmas Service 11.00am
Sunday 26th December:
Christmas Communion

We wish you a
very happy
Christmas!

NEW YEAR HOUSE PARTY
Sunday 2nd January 2011
Games * Quizzes * Food * Fun

Everyone is invited!

Coach – Dallas Cowboys, Tom Landry
The most disappointing fact in my life, I
believe, is that I waited so long (33 years)
before I discovered the fellowship of Jesus
Christ. How much more wonderful my life
would have been if I had taken this step
many years earlier.
Tennis Player, Stan Smith
I began meeting with a group of athletes at the University of Southern
California. These were different guys than I had known before – and
they told me about a person who was very new and exciting to me –
Jesus Christ. Toward the end of that year, I put my life into his hands. I
asked him to give my life meaning. He helped me find myself and he
gave me self-confidence.
Medical doctor, Vernon R. Phillips
“… On May 21st 1959, while on a business trip, I was under deep
conviction as I drove along. I prayed for God to save me. I realised that I
was lost and needed God’s help. But it was not until I said, anything you
want me to do, Lord, I will do it, that I could believe, and the
indescribable experience occurred. Tears of joy ran down my cheeks as
the tremendous load of sin was lifted. God gave me the assurance that I
was a new creature, in Christ Jesus.
Former Gang Leader, Nicky Cruz
This excerpt from Nicky Cruz’s autobiography, Run Baby Run, tells of
his conversion:
“Wilkerson was speaking again. He said something about repenting for
your sins. I was under an influence of a power a million times stronger
than any drug. I was not responsible for my movements, actions or
words. It was as though I had been caught in a wild torrent of a
rampaging river. I was powerless to resist. I didn’t understand what was
taking place within me. I only knew the fear was gone.
Questions:
1. Why did the Jews fail to recognise the evidence about Jesus?
2. Do you know anybody who has been in a state of denial about
something?
3. Do you know anyone who is in denial about the evidence concerning
Jesus?
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Week 3: Joy to the world
"Joy to the World , the Lord is
come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room".
A Christmas Carol by Isaac Watts
1719
Isaac Watts said "let every heart
prepare Him room" and we can
experience joy in our world. Here
are some stories about ordinary
people who said yes to Jesus and
became Christians.

Raj Kumar
Raj was a Hindu and worked
as a head waiter for a five star
hotel in Bangalore. He and his
wife wanted children, they
tried for years but to no avail.
They went to doctors, to guru's,
to the priests of the Hindu
Temples, but nothing helped.
One day someone suggested
he ask Jesus for help. So Raj
and his wife went to a pastor
and asked him to pray for
them. She immediately
became pregnant and they both gave their lives to Jesus Christ
because he answered their prayers. A boy was born and they called
him Gladson Godswill because they were glad to have a son and this
was God's will. They now have a daughter called Praisee Lydia and
both son and daughter are married. You can find out more about the
work that Pastor Raj Kumar and Pastor Gladson are doing in their
ministry at:
http://www.youtube.com/user/256iper#p/u/0/3_CWJlUCGNw
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Teju Chavan
An incredible story of a man,
who was a drunkard and
more, whose first wife committed suicide killing their
two children. Destruction
rained in his world until a
Pastor prayed for him. You
can watch Teju Chavan tell
his own story below.
http://www.youtube.com/user/256iper#p/u/12/0Ufd8S5TWP8
Angela Pye
I suppose that things started to change
for me around December 1983. Up to
that point I had thought of myself as
being a Christian and had fairly regularly
attended my local Church, I had not
realised that there was more than I had
at that point discovered. My husband,
Chris, suffered from depression, and at
times it was like living with someone
surrounded by their own black cloud; the
doctors had prescribed medication, but it
seemed to make little difference. Then
just before Christmas, in desperation he
cried out to God, and asked Jesus to
come into his life. God is faithful, and as
he lay in bed the next morning, he said it
was like waves of love, joy and peace
flooded into his whole being.
Such a dramatic change happened to him, that I was very challenged;
he was constantly telling me that Jesus loved me, that Jesus died for
my sin, that Jesus was alive! He couldn’t tell me anything that I did not
believe in my head, but it was not his words that challenged me; it was
the transformation that came in his life. The depression had completely
disappeared, and was replaced by a joy and zest for living. It was like
having a new husband, who not only loved Jesus, but also seemed to
love me more and more!
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It was as though he knew God in a personal and very real way. He was
reading a book at the time called ‘My God is Real’ and as I looked at it
on the coffee table I thought that the God I believed in was like a million
miles away, or way back in history, not at all involved in my everyday
life, yet yes, Chris’s God was real, he had a close relationship with him.
It just wasn’t fair!
So in frustration I prayed and asked God to show me what the
difference between my Christianity and Chris’s was. He showed me that
although I believed in my head, I had not allowed Jesus into my heart, I
had never given my life to him and asked him to come in and show me
how he wanted me to live it. So I prayed a very simple prayer of
commitment, and waited for the powerful change to happen to me too.
Of course it didn’t – we are all individuals and God knows just what we
need. At first I thought nothing had changed, but after a few days I
noticed I was developing an insatiable appetite for reading the Bible,
and God was speaking to me personally through it. It was a time of
tears and laughter, as God little by little began to do new things in my
life. After a few weeks I realised that now I really was a Christian, not
with a set of rules, but with relationship, and my God was just as real!

Each of us have our personal story of how we came to Jesus, we
sometimes call this a testimony.
Questions:
1. Perhaps you could
ask people you know
or people in your small
group to share their
story.
2. What is your story
so far?
3. Look at the
testimonies page at
the TFG website and
discuss each one
http://www.watton.org/india/2010/testimony.shtml
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Week 4: Christmas Love come down
"... when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour..." (Titus 3:4-6)
Christmas - God shows his love for you
For God so loved the world he gave his only
son and greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. These
are quotes from the bible that show God's
love because although Jesus entered the
world as a baby, but his destiny was to be
crucified so that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life
The celebration of Christmas
The celebration of Christmas involves the
giving of gifts and this is a reflection of
generosity of God towards man. Our giving
of gifts is a reflection of that fact that God
gave the gift of his son at Christmas, such
was his love. Now, it is quite true to say that
Jesus probably wasn't born on Christmas
day, it was not his birthday. However, the
Queen has an official birthday, a day for
people to celebrate and Jesus too has an
official birthday.
Receiving that love
People often find it difficult to receive love,
we live in a cynical age. Maybe you have
never experienced God's love.
The bible tells us to "Taste and see that the
LORD is good" (Psalm 34:8). We can do that
by praying and asking Jesus into our lives.
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How to become a Christian
You can invite Jesus Christ into your life by faith expressed in prayer.
(prayer is talking to God)
God is not so concerned with your words as He is with your attitude.
Here is a suggested prayer:Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my
own way instead of your way. Thank you for dying
to take away my sin. Please come into my life and
make me the person you want me to be.
Amen
Make this your prayer now.
If you have prayed this prayer and meant it, congratulations, you are
saved, born again and a Christian.
What Next
The journey has begun we are changed to be more and more like Jesus
Christ. It is a journey full of love, passion, tears, joy and peace. It is good
to share this experience by being part of a local church, so that you
have others to read the bible with, others to pray with and others to help
you find your ministry, the way you can serve God.

Questions
1. If you have prayed the prayer above or determined to get closer to
Jesus in 2011 why not tell someone?
2. Are you part of a local church?
3. How do you serve the local church?
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DECEMBER
SERVICES
Sun 5th Dec.
Sun 12th Dec.
Sun 19th Dec.
Sat 25th Dec.
Sun 26th Dec.
Sun 2nd Jan.

‘Wisemen Follow Jesus’
Noah’s Ark Family Carol Service for all!
‘Joy to the World’
Christmas Morning Service 11.00am
Christmas Communion
NO SERVICE

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sundays 5th, 19th, & 26th December

Sunday 19th December: 6.30pm - Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 2nd January: 3.00pm - New Year House Party

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

