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Mark 12:29-31 (New International Version)
"The most important one” answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There
is no commandment greater than these."
John 13:34-35 (New International Version)
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another."
Matthew 7:12 (New International Version)
"So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the Prophets."
1 John 4:11-13 (New International Version)
"Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us
and his love is made complete in us. We know that we live in him and
he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit."
We can see from just these few scriptures that love is important. Love is
important because it changes our lives; love adorns life and makes it
beautiful. People rarely remember that you were right, or that you were
clever or witty. They remember that we loved them, that this love made
us to be generous or kind to them. Our love for God and for others motivates us to action.
Remember it is nothing for us to do our duty, that is demanded of us
and is no more meritorious than washing our hands when they are
dirty; the only thing that counts is the love; when love and duty are one,
then grace is in us and we will enjoy a happiness in life which passes
all understanding.
Romans 13:8
"Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one
another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law."
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Let us start with a question "Do you believe that love changes lives?"
Please discuss what you think with the group and why you believe it.
What are your expectations in being loved by someone, how do you
expect them to act towards you, people such as a parent, a partner or a
friend? Try to discuss the way that you expect some who loves your to
act towards you.
Do you match up to the standards you set for other people?
Whatever your expectations are we must realise that the standard the
bible sets upon our love is that it should match up to the way Jesus
loves us.
Let us begin by thinking about our love for God because it is from God
that true love comes, he is the source of our love. In fact the bible says
that God is love. Now love has a double relationship to God. It is only
by knowing God that we learn to love him, and it is only by loving God
that we learn to know him. Love comes from God and love leads us to
God.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. We are never nearer to God than when we love. We should try to spend the next week
loving people to the standard in the bible.
So what is this love - how do we define love?
There are four words in the Greek; Agape, Phileo, Storge, and Eros

Storge - is the word that
talks of family love. The love
a parent has for a child, and
the child for the parent. It
describes family affection.
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Eros - is the love of a man for a woman, it is that passionate, sexual
love. Although in essence there was nothing bad in the word, it simply
described the passion of human love. As time went by it became tinged
with the idea of lust rather than love, and is never mentioned in the
New Testament.
Phileo - this is the warmest and best Greek word for love. It describes
real love, real affection. It shows affection a man has for his closest,
nearest and true friends. It is the word for warm, tender affection, the
highest kind of love.
Agape - This word indicates unconquerable benevolence, invincible
goodwill. If we regard a person with agape, it means that no matter
what that person does to us, no matter how he treats us, no matter if he
insults us or injures us or grieves us, we will never allow bitterness
against him to invade our hearts, but will regard him with that unconquerable benevolence and goodwill which will seek nothing but his highest good.
From this certain things emerge 1. Love is not only something of the heart but also something of the will.
2. Christian love (agape) doesn't mean we allow people to do
absolutely as they like; it is that tough love that still remains love.
3. It must be noted that Jesus taught by his life that this love (agape) or
the lack of it is the basis for all personal relationship.
4. It is only by the grace of Jesus Christ that a man can have this love.
5. This love means we are involved in doing something for the person;
we are called to pray for all men. It is impossible to pray continually for
someone you hate.
So will you take up the challenge of loving people through the length of
this course? Try and report back each week to the group based on a
scale of one to ten.
Questions:
1. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most angry moment
this week?
2. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most frustrating
moment this week?
3. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most generous
moment this week?
4. On a scale of one to ten did I show love to people this week?
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1John 1: 5-10
"This is the message we have
heard from him and declare to
you: God is light; in him there is
no darkness at all. If we claim to
have fellowship with him yet walk
in the darkness, we lie and do not
live by the truth. But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin.
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our
lives."
The truth is that God is changing us but we are not perfect, and the
doctrine of perfectionism denies the reality that we are not perfect in
this life. The fact that we should strive to be perfect doesn't mean that
we have achieved this state. In fact, the word perfect does not always
mean free from sin. Noah, Job, and Asa are called perfect, but history
clearly proves that they were not without sin.

If we realise that
perfection is not
possible in this life
and that we
ourselves are not
perfect, we cannot
expect other people
to be perfect either.
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We are called by Jesus to love
the imperfect. Scripture expects
us to love ourselves, although
we are not perfect. We are also
commanded to love other
people even though they are
not perfect. They may even be
ungracious, mean, aggressive
or unkind. However, if we
regard a person with agape
(love), it means that no matter
what that person does to us, no
matter how he treats us, no
matter if he insults us or injures
us or grieves us, we will never allow bitterness against him to invade
our hearts, but will regard him with that unconquerable benevolence
and goodwill which will seek nothing but his highest good.
To desire or seek a person's highest good is not a neutral thing nor is it
a thing that is an absence of hostility. It is a positive act, willing the best
for someone beginning with prayer. With this in mind how should we
show this love? What form of expression should it take?
How do we show love for people we disagree with over issues of faith?

Questions:
1. On a scale of one to ten
did I show love at my most
angry moment this week?
2. On a scale of one to ten
did I show love at my most
frustrating moment this
week?
3. On a scale of one to ten
did I show love at my most
generous moment this week?
4. On a scale of one to ten
did I show love to people this
week?
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We have found so far in our study that love changes lives, what love is
and that we must love God and an imperfect humanity if we are to live
according to the bible.
The church, as we know, is not a building or a profession but a group of
people who love God coming together to worship him, to serve him, to
know him and to learn more about him. The church is not perfect,
perhaps this is stating the obvious but sometimes it is good to state the
obvious.
So what practical steps can we take to love people in the church?
1. Let go of unwarranted expectations
Many feel that love or friendship is not possible unless all their
expectations are met. They can be quite amazed to discover that even
when they are met, nothing really changes.
Take a look at what you feel is absolutely necessary in relationships.
Recognise what expectations may be hindering relationship. Some
expectations can leave you fearful and rigid and not open to others.
We should enjoy people for who they are not who we would like them to
be, and help them be the person that they want to be and God wants
them to be.
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October Events
Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

15th October:

Thursday 7th October 8.00pm
Gallery photos:
“All Our Yesterdays”
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October Events

Why not join a
midweek group Meeting together in
a friendly relaxed
environment!

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
5th & 19th Oct.
11.00am - 12 noon

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 11th Oct
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
12th & 26th Oct. 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT
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Christmas Events
Friday 3rd December
Friendship Club Christmas Meal
Sunday 12th December 10.30am
Family Carol Service
Thursday 16th December
Noah’s Ark Christmas Parties (To be confirmed)
Christmas Meal at the Willow House
(Date to be confirmed)

Saturday 25th December 11.00am
Christmas Service
Sunday 26th December 10.30pm
short Communion Service
Sunday 2nd January 3.00pm
Christmas House Party
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2. Giving Gifts
Giving and receiving are the fuel that keep relationships burning strong.
What gifts do you give in relationships? Take a few moments and also
think about what you would hope to receive in return. Just giving for its
own sake, without hoping for anything in return is the most powerful
giving of all.
It's important to practice this. Give something to someone each day.
The greatest gift that you can share with anyone is yourself, your time,
your celebrations and your times of mourning.
3. Becoming Your Own Best Friend

Many say they are lonely, even
with a partner at their side. This is
simply because they have not yet
made friends with themselves.
Once they are able to love
themselves they can be who they
truly are.
Learn to like yourself. Spend time
noticing who you are and accept
whatever you notice. Stop judging
and rejecting what is going on. Just
notice and let it be. Understand
that underneath the commotion,
you are a work in progress and that
God hasn't finished yet.
When you value and appreciate yourself, you can love yourself and
allow God's love to your heart, then when you love others in the church
your love will be sincere.
Questions:
1. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most angry moment
this week?
2. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most frustrating moment this week?
3. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most generous moment this week?
4. On a scale of one to ten did I show love to people this week?
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“The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'” (Mark 12:31)
We must remember that this is the second command and that the first is
to love God. It is only when we love God that we can love our fellow
man.
In fact, it is only as we love
God that man becomes
loveable. The biblical
understanding of man is
not that he is a collection of
chemical elements such as
water, etc. Nor is it that
man is part of creation just
like the animals. Mankind is
loveable because he is
made in the likeness of
God.
If we take away love for God, we can become angry with man the
un-teachable, we can become pessimistic about man the
un-improvable, we can become callous towards the man who lives life
robotically. Love for man is sourced in our love for God and his love
for us.
First love your
neighbour; we are not
told to love our
neighbour because
he is kind or because
he is a celebrity or rich
or generous or good
looking or …
We are commanded to
love
because in
effect we are mirroring
the nature and the
character of God
when we love people.
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Secondly, “as yourself” explains that the quality or the standard of your
love is conditional on your love for yourself. The bible assumes that
everyone will like themselves even love themselves, in that they allow
themselves to aspire to being the best that they can be. In our society
self-harm is evident all around us, from binge drinking, to drugs, and
from prostitution to social exclusion. We live in a culture where people
are things to be discarded when used, where words like fidelity and
loyalty are considered old fashioned or naive.
Then we seem astounded when we hear that self-esteem amongst
young people is low, that teenage pregnancy is on the rise, or that bullying is increasing. It seems that many people just don't respect or value
themselves; they think that they are not worth loving. This is why they
struggle to love others or respect other people, yet our value should be
based in the fact that we are made in the image of God.
We see the importance of our relationship with God to other people in
the world around us and to us individually. We should also remember
that loving God, our neighbour and ourselves is not a request but a
command.

Questions:
1. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most angry moment
this week?
2. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most frustrating moment this week?
3. On a scale of one to ten did I show love at my most generous moment this week?
4. On a scale of one to ten did I show love to people this week?
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Love is the greatest legacy
we can leave with others. A
child remembers the love a
parent had for them. Perhaps
in a moment love is
deposited in the child's heart
by the parent. That love
never leaves the child, yet in
its sharing it accrues interest
and grows.

Love never fails. Earlier this year we planted a nectarine tree in the
garden; it is lying dormant, there is no sign of life and perhaps it will die.
This is the nature of my gardening skills. Love is not like this, love
always wins, Love always flowers, and shares its fragrance, love
always bears fruit.
With my tree it may start to grow next year, I don't know, but I do know
this love never fails. If you love someone it will make a difference not
only in your life but also in that person’s life.
God has left a deposit in our lives; the Holy Spirit pours the love of God
into our hearts. This love enables us to know him more not just more
about him. William Barclay tells a story about a party where everyone
had been enjoying themselves. It was suggested that each person
gave a recital. Each took their turn and then a famous actor stood up
and recited the twenty-third Psalm. When he finished there was
spontaneous applause. Then an old dishevelled looking man stood up,
and again recited the twenty-third Psalm but not as eloquently as the
actor; there were grins and some sniggers from the audience. When he
finished there was a complete silence, much louder than the applause
for the actor, such was the effect it had on everyone. The actor who
was standing near him said, "Sir I know the Psalm but you know the
shepherd".
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The impact of love in that man's life was clear for all to see. Love leaves
a legacy. It is only by knowing God that we learn to love him, and it is
only by loving God that we learn to know him. Love comes from God
and love leads us to God.
This is why reading the bible is so important; it not only tells us what
Jesus did, it tells us what he does. He is alive and the bible gives an
insight into the nature and the character of Jesus so that we can know
him rather than only know about him.
The hallmark of the
Christian life is love not the
law; it is a love that will lay
down its life for someone. It
is a love that never give up.
It is a love that cares more
for others than for self. A
love doesn't want what it
doesn't have, it doesn't
strut, doesn't have a
swelled head, doesn't force
itself on others, isn't always
"me first." This love doesn't
fly off the handle, doesn't
keep score of the sins of
others, doesn't revel when
others grovel, but takes
pleasure in the flowering of
truth, and puts up with
anything. It trusts God
always, always looks for
the best, never looks back,
but keeps going to the end.

This is the love we should leave as a legacy for others.
Questions:
1. Who has left a legacy of love in your life?
2. To whom would you like to leave a legacy of love?
3. How are you going to do it?
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Sun 3rd Oct.
Sun 10th Oct.

‘Love Changes Lives’
Family Service

Sun 17th Oct. ‘Love People in the Church’
Sun 24th Oct. ‘Love Those We Come Into Contact With’
Sun 31st Oct. ‘Love is What We Pass On’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 3rd, 17th, 24th, 31st

Sunday 17th October 6.00 - 7.00pm
Prayer & Praise

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

