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Isaiah 43: 18-19
"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making
a way in the desert and streams in the
wasteland.

Will this January be just another new beginning? Will 2010 be just
another new year?
We all like new things but new things mean that we have to
change old ways of thinking and doing things. A couple of years
ago we got a new ‘Freeview’ box. It meant that we had to learn a
new way of doing things, we couldn’t use the old handset to
control what we did. We had to learn a new way of thinking and
operating the hand control.
It is the same with life, God is continually doing new things and
we must keep pace with him as he leads us on.
Do you want 2010 to be just another year? Or do you like me
want 2010 to be a special year of experiencing new things in
God?
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New Start
If we are going to see the
new things that God wants
for us, we will need to start
this year reliant on the
presence of the Holy Spirit
in our lives, allowing him to
guide us and open our eyes.
Prayer of commitment
Lord Jesus.
I renew and give my total allegiance to you, and I commit my
life and all that is in it, to do your good works. Today and for
the rest of my life, I undertake to be available, and obedient to
your leading and your word.
I ask forgiveness where I have not made myself available or
maintained unity or have wounded your body through envy,
jealousy, pride and sedition.
Father I ask that your church go forth in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, that your church might be filled with that revelation of
biblical truth, I ask that you would help me to play my part in
your glorious plan.
Let the church arise to her rightful place in the earth in Jesus
Name.
Amen.
It is interesting that commitments or resolutions made in the New
Year are often subject to the second law of thermodynamics,
entropy.
Entropy is a thermodynamic quantity expressing the unavailability
of a system’s thermal energy for conversion into mechanical work,
often interpreted as the degree of disorder or randomness in the
system, including the idea that the lack of order increases over a
period of time.
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The thought is that even ideas or vision over time deteriorate or
decay unless they retain the meaning and their purpose.
Vision which is often associated with passion and enthusiasm becomes = Strategies
Strategies which are the result of research and planning become =
Policy
Policy is enacted and after time becomes = Practice
Practice as time goes on becomes = Habit

Habits are either, good, fresh and full of meaning and purpose or
they are empty ritual and meaningless ceremony set in a rut
because of legacy.

It is therefore important to
refresh and renew our
commitment to Jesus and
to the service and the
purposes of his body the
church.

Questions:
1. What experiences have you had of spiritual entropy?
2. What are you expecting this year?
3. What would you say to the person who says?
I’m too old for God to use me.
I’m too inexperienced for God to use me.
I’m too unwell for God to use me.
I’m too young for God to use me.
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Isaiah records the Lord as saying “See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up”
God says he is doing a new thing and that inevitably means
change and if God is changing things then it is surely our task to
encompass the changes.
The tide of change is flowing today at a faster rate than ever
before and therefore we need to change to remain relevant to a
changing world. We cannot be like King Canute who tried to
make the tide turn but only succeeded in getting his feet wet. We
must become relevant without changing our core values and
purpose.
We need to ask the questions:
How do people see the church?
What opportunity do they have to view the church and
What do they see?
Are we changing as fast as the
world around us or are we taking
refuge in denial, ritual or tradition,
rather than allowing the Holy
Spirit to prompt us and guide us
into being a vibrant, relevant and
relational church and individual?
It is important to remember that,
“Knowledge is not the same as
Deeds”. We may recognise the
need for change, we may even
experience the promptings or
conviction of the Holy Spirit for
the need to change, but unless
we act we are reduced to being
un-relational and irrelevant to a
needy world.
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PRE-CONVICTION OR PROMPTING
In pre-conviction or before prompting the person does not acknowledge a problem exists. They are ‘uninformed’ in the sense
that no personally convincing reason for change has been presented as yet.
CONVICTION OR PROMPTING
In conviction or prompting the person is impacted by the Holy
Spirit and they feel the need to change but not always. Sometimes the person cannot hear the Holy Spirit because they have
distanced themselves from God. The person may also choose to
act in disobedience and ignore the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
ACTION
In action the person is preparing and planning for change. When
they are ready the decision to change is made and it becomes all
consuming.
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MAINTENANCE
In maintenance the
change has been
integrated into the
person's life. Some
support may still be
needed through this
stage. In maintenance
lasting change is
learned, practised and
becomes possible.
When we are able to
maintain what we have
achieved we exit the
cycle entirely with
lasting change.
LASTING CHANGE
In the completion of
the cycle we should
not think that there is
not the need to revisit the changes that have been implemented.
We should also be willing to seek support if we become aware of
any warning signals.
LAPSE OR RELAPSE
Lapse is a temporary return to
‘old’ unhelpful thoughts,
feelings or behaviours. It is
when the Holy Spirit
prompts or encourages
the person to continue
in the cycle. It may be
that you have set goals
too high or put too much
pressure on yourself; this
calls for re-planning or
perseverance to push through
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Relapse is a full return to the old behaviour. It is that point of giving up. It is fortunate that God never gives up on us. In fact the
bibles says:
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for
all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this,
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6

We can at any time turn to God and ask him for help because he
will never forsake us.

If we are not changing
as fast as the world
around us we get left
behind and make
ourselves appear aloof
and unapproachable.
Questions:
1. Have you ever tried to
resist change?
2. Have you ever
embraced change and
what happened?
3. Do you believe that
God still has change to
bring to your life?
4. Are we changing as
fast as the world around
us?
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The song “New Day” begins
“A new day is rising, has risen, for those who choose for it to be.
The journey continues, with more meaning than ever before”

And ends with
“As the days change and the morn chases the night, so our journey continues, ever hopeful, renew your mind each day.”

It could be our prayer or as the psalmist says,
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118: 24

Whether we like it or not God has chosen to create a new day,
every day, where we have a new opportunity. We can choose
whether or not to participate in that new day or metaphorically
pull the duvet over our head and stay in bed, choosing to hide
from the world, from God and from ourselves.
When we became Christians we were ‘born anew’ into the Kingdom and family of God. There is a different and new culture in the
Kingdom of God. There is a different lifestyle in the Family of God.
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.At the dawning of a new day, providing one has had a good
night’s sleep, we can be full of expectation for what the day holds.
We can start our day with a prayer reminding ourselves of our
willingness to be available for God to use. We can restore our
passion and remind ourselves of our purpose through a time of
reading the bible and asking God to speak to us.
We can then spend our day enthusiastically interpreting old
values, old truths into this new day, making the message
accessible and relevant to our hearers and those with whom we
come into contact. We can use new methods of communication
to share our story.
These old values or truths are at the heart of our purpose for
being. They are:
Redemption
The idea running through
various scriptures is that
of payment made for our
redemption. The debt
against us is not viewed
as simply cancelled, but
fully paid. Christ's blood
or life, which he
surrendered for us, is the
"ransom" by which our
deliverance from the
servitude of sin and from
its penal consequences is secured. Yet redemption necessarily
requires a response, we call that response repentance; turning
away from our sin or self trust and turning to God and trusting
that through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ we are redeemed.
Renewal
Church renewal is a concept widely used by theologians and
clergy to express concern over the decline or decay of the
Church and a desire to see the Church flourish in the future.
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In actual usage, the
concept is often used in
reference to decline in
church membership and
attendance, but it can
also be used with
reference to spiritual
decline. Yet God is not
neutral in his concern
for his church and will
restore its passion,
commitment and
compassion..
Acts 15:15-16
“The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is
written: After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent.
Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it,”
Personal renewal is similar, based in the fact that people may
slowly drift apart from their faith and its practice. Soon they start
to lose their personal contact with God. They forget the reason
that we are all here is to have the opportunity for a relationship
with God and to do his will. Again God is not neutral in your
personal relationship with him.
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

Table Top Sale
15th January

Thursday 7th January 8.00pm
in the Church: Slide show of old photos
Gallery photos: Christmas pictures

Sunday 24th January
6.30pm
Favourite Songs from each Church
Speaker: Rev. Geoff Garret
Buffet Supper

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
5th & 19th January
11.00am - 12 noon
Come and hear about
our 2010 Mission to
India

“My house shall be called a
house of prayer”
Isaiah 56:7

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments 6.00 - 9.00pm Tuesdays & 9.30 - 1.00pm Wednesdays

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 11th January
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
12th & 26th Jan. 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

Please pray for this years Mission to India, which will
take place 14th - 28th January.
It seems that they are likely to go to Pondicherry and
Kolar Gold Fields as well as local churches in the area
of Bangalore.

The team is made up of the
following people:
Roger Pawsey
Tina Pawsey
Martina Rappenecker
Vic Hudson
Rachel Snell
Nick Nundy
Alan Field

Watton
Watton
Watton
St Ives
Earlham
Earlham
Aveley

Read the following
scriptures
2 Corinthians 4:16;
Colossians 3:10;
Ephesians 4:23
and
Romans 12:2.

We realize that God is daily renewing us; he is restoring the new
man with spiritual power and transforming us to be more like
Jesus. The Greek word used for renew or renewal means “to
make anew”, in the sense of being new not recent but different.
The passage in Romans stresses the willing response on the part
of the believer.
Therefore, don't be angry with yourself. Realize that you can find
your way back, and be better than ever. God loves you and
forgives you, and just wants you to love him and respect his
kingdom. So love God and yourself. Treat everyone fairly. Try to
act like Jesus would have. Don't be hard on yourself.
1 Peter 5: 10-11
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him
be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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Reconciliation
Reconciliation is a change of the relationship between God and
man based on a changed status of man through the Redemptive
Work of Christ. Enmity between God and sinful man was removed
by the death of Christ. Reconciliation is then appropriated by
each individual sinner through faith. Reconciliation is a doctrine
usually ascribed to Paul, although the idea is present wherever
estrangement or enmity is overcome and unity restored: whether
it is between man and God; husband and wife; brothers; sister,
father or mother and child; church members. This reconciliation
changes enmity to friendship.

2 Corinthians 5:17-19 (New International Version)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
men's sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation.
It is our ministry as believers to restore broken relationships
where ever we find them. Especially if we are personally involved,
as a protagonist, in the hostility that causes division.
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Every Day has a
sunset.
Yet every day comes
to an end. What do
you do before you go
to bed and say
goodbye to the day. It
is important to
remember the saying
that many people
start well but few
finish well.

We can end the day
feeling tired and
sometimes a little
disheartened because of
what we could have said
and didn’t, what we could
have done but didn’t, and
yet it is important to thank
God for the day and his
presence with us during
that day.

Questions:
1. Give an example of how the culture of the Kingdom of God is
different from that in the UK.
2. How do you start your day?
3. Share a time when you have experienced reconciliation with
an estranged friend or family member?
4. How do you finish your day?

17

New life is Jesus Christ is available to everyone; no one is too
sad or too bad for Jesus to give them the gift of new life.
Nicky Gumbel on the Alpha Course tells this story:
“There was a man called Lee
Duckett, aged 25, atheist. Never
been to church in his life.
Telephone engineer. We used to
have Mercury telephones in the
church, and Lee Duckett came to
mend the telephones in the church.
He walked into the reception area
and he noticed the receptionist,
also 25 years of age and
a very attractive young
woman.

?
??

So as he was mending the telephones he was trying to think
of a good chat-up line. His problem was this: here was
somebody who worked in a church, and Lee Duckett had never been in a church before in his life. So he didn’t know what
an appropriate chat-up line was for someone who worked in a
church. But as he was working on the telephones, he thought
he’d come up with a good one. So he went up to her and he
said, `Excuse me, could you tell me a good Bible to buy?’ And
she said, `Certainly I could recommend a Bible for you, but,’
she said, `you might like to come on the Alpha Course which
we run here.’
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Well, he was willing to do anything! So he came on the course,
and he said as an engineer he loved it—it kind of makes
sense, it followed a logical progression. He came on the
Weekend, and during the Weekend he gave his life to Christ.
He came to church for the first time in his life that Sunday
night. There was a word of knowledge for a back problem,
Lee Duckett went forward, he was prayed for—his back was
miraculously, spontaneously healed by God.

Afterwards he wrote me a long letter—his entire life history!
He talked about how he’d been into mediums, ouija boards,
magic, and then he described what happened to him that
night. He says: `My life has completely changed. I now look
at the world through different eyes. I feel love for everyone
and an inner peace that I never imagined could exist. Now
when I meet people, I want to tell them about Jesus. If only
they knew Jesus like I am learning to know him.’ That was
Lee Duckett, a Mercury telephone engineer.
On the next course a woman came up to me and she
handed me an even longer letter than Lee Duckett’s letter!
This was the most depressing letter I’ve ever read! It says
her father was an alcoholic, she became an alcoholic, there
was sexual abuse, drugs, truancy, harder drugs, domestic
violence; she went to see a therapist—that didn’t work; then
a psychotherapist—that didn’t work; so she went to a
hypno-psychotherapist—that didn’t work. And I was getting
more and more depressed.
And then I came across this sentence: `And then I got a
telephone call from a man called Lee Duckett, who is a
Mercury telephone engineer. He had found what I’d been
searching for all these years. God has forgiven me because
Jesus Christ removed all my sin when he suffered crucifixion
and died for us all.
The burden has gone from my
shoulders and I’m filled with great
hope, joy, excitement and love. And
all I want to do is serve Christ in
whatever form he chooses.’ Now,
she was one of seven people Lee
Duckett brought on the next course.
At the end of the course, at the
Celebration Supper, she introduced
me to seven members of her family
and friends who she had brought on
the next course.
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Two years ago Lee Duckett got married—not to the
receptionist!—but to the administrator on our Alpha Course!
All that went back to a moment when God acted supernaturally in Lee Duckett’s life. God is a God who healed in the
past and still heals today”
It is interesting to ask yourself the question, “How am I being
healed and changed in my new life in Jesus Christ?” It is useful to
chart the progress that you have made, including the times that
you have failed or let yourself down.
As you write your story it is important to remember what Gerald
Coates said some years ago “God is not disillusioned with you
because he never had any illusions in the first place”.
God is never surprised by what you do and is always looking to
help you up and will even carry you through the hard times. We
can rely on the love of Father God.

Questions
1. Would you share your story with the group?
2. What was the most striking thing in Lee Duckett’s story?
3. What should we do if we feel that we have let ourselves down?
4. How has your life changed since you believed?
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2 Corinthians 3:17-18
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all
reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.”

In this changing world, change is a process to which everyone
must adapt. In every generation a time of nostalgia comes when
people wish for the better times of the past. Yet it is not possible
to live in the past and for the Christian although we should respect the legacy won by our forefathers we must look to the adventure of the future.
We are called to
daily renewal and
to put off the old
self and put on
the new self. A
new self that is
full of creativity
and zeal for the
house of God.
Our God is a
creative God and
we are made in
his likeness, we
have creativity in
our DNA
Having put on the new self change is no longer a challenge it is
the anticipated work of the Holy Spirit in our life. There is no tradition, no position, and no role worth holding onto when the Holy
Spirit asks you to get out of the boat. When Peter got out of the
boat he walked on water; maybe when we leave our comfort
zone we will experience miracles and live above the things that
would pull us down.

21

Part of the work for us in
the ‘new me’ is the
willing response to renew
our minds. This suggests
that we need to remain
teachable and allow the
Holy Spirit to show us
new things. We have
learnt nothing and
nothing changes unless
we assimilate what we
have learnt.
Why not learn a new skill; try something new. Why not plan to do
something that you have not done before in your life.
Ask yourself the questions:
What will the new me look like at the end of 2010?
What would Jesus like the new me to look like?
Thinking about tomorrow and the creativity and energy that we
are willing to invest in ourselves, we realize that it will determine
whether by the end of the year we will be on a route to a brighter
2011 or stuck in a rut returning to the ‘old’ unhelpful thoughts,
feelings or behaviours.
The prayer of Sir
Francis Drake
speaks of boldness
and sailing out into
the deep waters of
our experiences
with God and determining not to stay in
the shallows. Would
you be brave
enough to pray this
prayer and mean it?
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Prayer of Sir Francis Drake
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,
when our dreams have come true, because we have dreamed
too little, when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to
the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess we have lost our thirst For the waters of life; Having fallen
in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity and in our
efforts to build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the
new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas,
where storms will show your mastery; where losing sight of land,
we shall find the stars. We ask You to push back the horizons of
our hopes; and to push into the future in strength, courage,
hope, and love.

Questions
1. When were you last disturbed and why?
2. Why should we never stop learning and changing?
3. What is the danger of being closed to new things?
4. What is the danger of not taking risks?
5. What is the difference between faith and foolhardiness?
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3rd Jan
10th Jan
17th Jan
24th Jan
31st Jan

New Start
A New Thing ~ Send out India Team
A New Day
A New Life
A New Me

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

3rd Jan
10th Jan
17th Jan
24th Jan
31st Jan

No Service
No Service
6.30pm - Prayer Meeting for India Mission
6.30pm - Churches Together Unity Service
4.30pm - Coffee, Cake & Conversation:
Stories from India

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

