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It is of course true to say that when Luke wrote this
Gospel or Good News he did not write it with chapters
and verses. However it is sometimes useful to read a
whole chapter and to ask the question, what is the big
theme in this chapter?
In Luke chapter 10 we begin with 70 messengers being
sent out, we then move on to the parable of the Good
Samaritan, and finally we find that Jesus reveals something about the two sisters and a meal in their home.
I believe that what we will discover can be helpful to our
own ministry, what ever we find that it is. Let us start
the study therefore by writing down what we believe our
ministry in the church to be.
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Let us first understand who the
seventy were, they were followers of
Jesus. They were not unique in their
qualifications. They were not better
educated or of higher status or
superior in their teaching abilities.
What equipped them for their mission
was that they were aware of Jesus’
passion, his power, his purpose and
his plan. They were to reach all
people everywhere they were
directed to go.
Seventy has a symbolic meaning to the Jews
First it was the number of elders chosen to help Moses
lead and direct the people in the wilderness. Second, it
was the number of the Sanhedrin the supreme council of
the Jews. Finally it was held to be the number of nations
in the world. It was a number that signified totality,
fullness or sufficiency.
Therefore when Jesus chose seventy, the number
signifies that not only was the group complete or
sufficient but that each individual was also, because they
were aware of the passion, power, purpose and plan of
the one who sent them.
We also have been chosen to be messengers of his
purpose and his mission. Write a list of three reasons
why you should not or cannot be a messenger sent out
by Jesus, maybe you will need to do this hypothetically.
1.
2.
3
Now as a group take each of these reasons captive.
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It is often easy to come up with reasons why we should
not do something in our ministry but we should learn to
take negative thoughts captive and put them where they
belong.
Jesus gave the seventy instructions about what they
should take and he equipped them. Jesus told them what
they should do and he also gave them clear goals
They were obedient and returned with joy; the Message
version of the bible says, ”The seventy came back
triumphant.” It is interesting that joy and victory often
follow obedience.
Finally we should think
about the question,
“Where does Jesus want me
to go as his messenger?”
As we do we realise that
we are probably asking the
wrong question. We should
be asking, “Where has
Jesus sent me?” Or “Where
has Jesus placed me?”
We reach the conclusion that we are in the place where
Jesus wants us and if he wants us to go he is more than
able to tell us.
Questions
1. Share with the group a time when you have been
obedient to a direct command of Jesus and what
the consequence was.
2. How have you been equipped for your mission?
3. What directions do you have besides loving your
neighbour as yourself?
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We are going to look at this parable from the perspective
of how we treat people, whether they are: in the church
or outside the church, friends or acquaintances, family or
neighbours.
A psychiatrist once said “if we are unable to look after
one another, we are not fit to look after anyone else”.
How do you see the people around you, your fellow
workers in the church, your friends and family?
To the Thieves the wounded man
was someone to use and exploit
To the Levite, the wounded man
was a subject for discussion
To the Priest the wounded man
was a problem to be avoided
To the Inn Keeper the wounded
man was a customer to be charged
a fee
To the Good Samaritan, the
wounded man was a human being
worth being cared for and loved
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To Jesus, all of them and all of us were worth dying for.
Discuss the following:
1. The Passion revealed
in this statement
2. The Power revealed
in this statement
3. The Purpose
discovered through
this statement
4. The Plan discovered
through this
statement
We should understand that the hearers of this parable
would have concluded from the beginning that the
traveller had acted recklessly, and was a foolhardy
character. People seldom travelled the Jerusalem to
Jericho road alone if they were carrying valuables. They
would seek safety in numbers travelling in convoy or
caravans. This man had no one to blame but himself for
the difficulty in which he found himself.
Quickly try this exercise in your group. Write down the
names of six people. Then finish the sentence inserting
their names.
I see (persons name) as someone to …
Now complete this sentence
I see Jesus as someone to …
Now complete the week’s study by praying for the six
people you have inserted into your sentence.
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AUTUMN 2009 ALPHA PROGRAMME
Wednesdays 7.00 - 9.00pm with a delicious meal!
23rd Sept

1

Who is Jesus?

30th Sept

2

Why did Jesus die?

7th Oct

3

How can I be sure of my faith?

14th Oct

4

Why and how do I pray?

21st Oct

5

Why and how should I read the Bible?

28th Oct

6

How does God guide us?

Sat 31st Oct

i

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Holy Spirit Day

ii

What does the Holy Spirit do?

10.00 - 3.30

iii

How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?

4th Nov

7

How can I resist evil?

11th Nov

8

Why should I tell others?

18th Nov

9

Does God heal today?

25th Nov

10

What about the Church?

SUNDAY
SUNDAY
6th September 10.30am 29th November 4.30pm
Alpha Introduction:
‘Is there more to life
than this?’

Celebration Party
‘Is there more?

Buffet Lunch
Who can you invite?

Buffet Tea
Come and celebrate
with us!

Fridays
10.00am - 12 noon

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Thursday 3rd September 8.00pm
Gallery photo: Woodland scene

For Watton Mayor
Councillor
Margaret Holmes

Watton
Pentecostal Church

Sponsor money to
Norfolk Churches Trust
and your own Church

Application Packs now available

Guest
Speaker

From the
Bridge Church, Bolton
Why not join us?
- see Roger

September 18th - 20th
LETTON HALL

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments 6.00 - 9.00pm Tuesdays & 9.30 - 1.00pm Wednesdays

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 14th & 28th
September
in partnership
with

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
8th & 22nd Sept 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

What Mary discovered was the importance of relationships.
A relationship may be described as follows: a) a
connection, association, or involvement; b) connection
between persons by blood or marriage; and c) an
emotional or other connection between people.
Verse 39 introduces Mary as the sister of Martha, “She
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet
listening to what he said.” Mary gave time and
attention to the relationship. In the Amplified Bible verse
42 reads as follows:
“There

is need of only one or but

[a]a

few things.

Mary has chosen the good portion [[a]that which is
to her advantage], which shall not be taken away
from her. “
Footnote [a] “Some ancient manuscripts read "a few things”,
while others read "only one”, and still others read "a few and
only one”.

Mary’s discovery was the good portion and she chose
something that was to her advantage, a relationship with
Jesus
Out of relationship she
found his passion
The word passion may be
split into two, first
compassion and love.
John 11:35 John writes
“Jesus wept.” It was
following the death of
Mary’s brother at the
tomb the bible says that
Jesus was deeply moved.
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Second the word may mean zeal or
enthusiasm. John writes of the
disciples “His disciples remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for
your house will consume me.’”
When we find his compassion and
love towards us it enables us to
love others. When we find his
enthusiasm it stirs us to action.
Out of relationship she found his power
The revelation of Jesus’ power is found in the reality of
our own limitations. The Message version of the bible
records Paul saying, “My grace is enough; it's all you
need. My strength comes into its own in your
weakness. Once I heard that, I was glad to let it
happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began
appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ's
strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take
limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these
limitations that cut me down to size—abuse,
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ
take over! And so the weaker I get, the stronger I
become.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)
Paul say that he takes his limitations in his stride and
with good cheer. They don’t stop him from doing what he
should be doing.
Out of relationship she discovered his purpose
In our relationship with Jesus when we discover the
purpose of his life on earth we discover purpose for our
life. Our life has meaning.
Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.” (John 10:10).
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In this world people focus so much energy, time and
money in following after celebrity, youthfulness, and
beauty, which in the end prove to be empty and fruitless.
Relationships are what really matter. Freddie Mercury,
the lead singer in the rock group Queen, had amassed a
huge fortune, attracted thousands, probably millions, of
fans. But he admitted in an interview shortly before his
death that he was desperately lonely. He said this:
`You can have everything in the world and still be
the loneliest man. And that’s the most bitter type
of loneliness. Success has brought me world
idolisation and millions of pounds, but it’s
prevented me from having the one thing we all
need: a loving, ongoing relationship.’
And ultimately there is only one relationship that is
completely loving and totally ongoing, and that is a
relationship with God.
Our relationship with God gives purpose and meaning to
our life and enhances our relationships with other people.
Out of relationship she discovered his plan
Jesus’ plan was to give every man woman and child the
opportunity to hear and respond to the message of grace
given through his body the church. The church was and
is the only plan of God for a lost and dying world.
“And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:22-23)
The question we must ask ourselves is “does my life help
to fulfil the plans and purposes of Jesus Christ?”
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Before we get into Mary and Martha comparisons we must
remember that they both loved Jesus, and in fact, it was
Martha who opened their house to Jesus (verse 38).
To understand Martha’s worries we need to understand
the issues she focused upon. She was over occupied by
the work that needed to be done. It is important to see
that in her desire to serve she was actually neglecting
Jesus. We can be so busy doing things for Jesus that we
stop spending time with him to enhance the relationship.
It is easy for serving to become self-serving and have an
impetus of its own.
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Martha was worried by the facts of the situation and we
should realise the issues she had were real. There were
not enough workers, the timetable for things to happen
was falling behind. Things were going wrong and no one
seemed to notice.
Martha had opened her home, her life to Jesus but then
busied herself with things to do and neglected the good
portion, the relationship with all its passion, power
purposes and plans.
She focused on the things that had to be done, the small
things and didn’t grasp the fullness of the invitation that
she had given to Jesus.
When we look at our ministry in the church if we focus on
the small details of life and the things that go wrong we
will lack one or more the following:
Passion; we will have compassion but not feel it the way
that Jesus did, our enthusiasm for new things will always
be distracted by details.
Power; we will experience
Jesus’ power but our
natural defences will not
allow us to stride on
cheerfully beyond our
limitation in obedience to
him. People often think that
strength is not attempting
something we might fail at
or in. The truth is that it is
our wounds that qualify us
for his service and it is our
weakness that empowers us.
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We will fail to see or hold onto the
purpose of our life because we
are continually allowing our
concentration on what is
important to be distracted. If we
think about a golfer, he may take
3 or 5 shots to sink the ball. Yet
from even before the first shot his
focus was on the flag in the
distance. He held his focus on
that one spot, checking all the
time that the stroke he was about
to play was taking him closer to
his ultimate goal. He is purpose
driven and so should we be.
We will settle for something less than Jesus planned for
our lives. We may settle for something good at the
expense of experiencing the best for our lives. I have
met many Christians who had dreams about serving
Jesus but somehow settled for less than the fullness of
the dream. They allowed themselves to be distracted.
Life holds many distractions and life often is less than
fair. We carry wounds and scars of past hurts, of
disloyalty and of disappointment but we must quit
focusing on these handicaps and learn to appreciate the
gifts. We must say or pray with Paul:
I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating
the gift. It was a case of Christ's strength moving in on
my weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and with
good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—
abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ
take over! And so the weaker I get, the stronger I
become. Amen
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Sept

13 Sept
20 Sept
27 Sept

Alpha Introduction - Is there more to
life than this? Buffet Lunch
Manifest Attitudes
Mary’s Discovery
Martha’s Worries
Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

6 Sept
13 Sept
20 Sept
27 Sept

No Service
6.00pm Civic Service for Watton Mayor,
Councillor Margaret Holmes Buffet Supper
No Service
4.30pm Coffee, Cake & Conversation

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
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