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Pictures of the cross
“The world today doesn't make sense, so why should I paint
pictures that do?” Pablo Picasso
“Art does not solve problems but makes us aware of their
existence. It opens our eyes to see and our brain to imagine.”
Magdalena Abakanowicz
We hope and pray that these pictures of the cross will give you a
new or better perspective of life and open our eyes to its realities.

Week 1: A picture of the cross
My favourite picture is the “Fighting Temeraire” by William
Turner. What is your favourite picture and why?
We all have different favourite
pictures, perhaps our choice is
determined by our interests,
photography, or oil painting or
perhaps we like to sketch. Our
choice may also be made
because of an experience;
perhaps a visit to a gallery with a
loved one arouses special
memories. There are many
reasons why we may choose this
or that picture; it may even be
because of the strength or the
boldness or the courage or the
skill of the creator of the picture.
This study is about pictures of the cross and it will be beneficial to
read each of the gospel stories of the crucifixion.
Matthew 26 -27
Mark 15
Luke 23
John 19
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It is often said that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Imagine
for a moment being at the cross of Jesus Christ and use your
imagination to describe the picture before you.
Starting with the words, “This was a morning like no other
morning, the neighbours had told us that there was to be an
execution and we knew that we just had to be there. We
approached a hill outside the city and we saw …”
Imagine now describing the scene not just as a passer by but as
the mother of Jesus, or a brother or friend of Jesus.
Questions:
1. How would you feel if your child was falsely accused and
executed by a political group within the country?
2. Why did it take so many soldiers to arrest one man?
3. Why was the arrest made at night?
4. Was the trial of Jesus legal or fair?
5. The cross is now seen as a symbol, try to list the different
things that the cross symbolises such as “The Red Cross”.
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Week 2: The purpose of the cross
I would think that most people in Britain do not understand the
purpose of the cross and what the cross achieved for mankind. It
is the work of the church to help people to understand and
thereby be in the position to make informed choices.
I know of a lady who went to church every Sunday and one day
friends in the church invited her to go to a meeting on a Saturday
night where an Evangelist explained about what the cross
achieved for each of us personally. She gave her life to Jesus,
that is, she became a Christian. Her question was “why didn’t
they tell me it was supposed to be like this?”
For myself I can say that I never
understood anything about the
cross and what it achieved for me
until I was in my thirties. It may be
that no one ever explained it
properly or it may be that I was too
stubborn to hear.
So what is the purpose of the cross
and what did it achieve? This is
what the church believes and
teaches about the Christian faith.

The atonement:
Within Christianity
there is agreement that
the deity of Christ was
a perfect satisfaction to
God as just and
substitutionary
punishment for the sins
of the whole world.
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Salvation
The doctrine (belief) of salvation is linked to the atoning death of
Christ on the cross. While all major branches of Christianity agree
that Christ’s death was satisfactory to God as a sacrifice for the
world’s sins, there is a disagreement on how that sacrifice is
appropriated.
We believe the Bible
teaches that
salvation is by
grace, a free gift of
God to all those who
believe in Christ.
Those who receive
Christ by faith have
their sins forgiven
and become
children of God, a
new creation in
Christ Jesus.
Therefore, the purpose of the cross, the sacrifice of Jesus, was to
restore a relationship with God that was lost through sin.
The achievement of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was to
make it possible for anyone, no matter what their past, to be
forgiven by God, to become a new person with a fresh start and
to know God personally as Father. All we have to do is to believe
in Jesus Christ and receive him as Saviour and Lord.
Questions:
1. What is atonement for sin?
2. What would not be satisfactory to God as a sacrifice for
sin?
3. Does believing in Jesus mean that I believe what he says
about himself?
4. What does Jesus say about himself?
5. How do you receive Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord?
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Anyone interested in finding out more about the
Christian Faith
Learning, Listening and Laughter
Pasta – eating together and building friendships
Helping one another –that is helping and being
helped, with no Mr. Fixits imposing answers or
solutions
Asking anything and being respected, not judged
because of the question

Over 2 million people in the UK and 13 million worldwide
have now attended an Alpha course, an opportunity to explore the meaning of life, running in tens of thousands of
churches of all denominations across the world.

ALPHA COURSE
SUNDAY 19th APRIL
Wednesdays at 7.00pm
4.30pm
Alpha Introduction:
‘Is there more to life
than this?’

22nd April
Who is Jesus?
29th April
Who is Jesus part 2

Buffet Tea

Running weekly to 24th June

Everyone welcome Who could you invite?

To find out more, or to
register for the course please
speak to Roger or Jon

NOAH’S ARK
Thursday groups break up for Easter after the meetings on 2nd
April and return on on 23rd April
Toddler & Baby Group: 9.30 - 11.15am
3’s - 5’s: 1.30 - 3.00pm - Cost £1 per family
NEW - NOAH’S ARK SUNDAY!
Starting after Easter, during the Sunday morning service at
10.30am for the under 5’s
BIBLE STORIES ~ CRAFTS ~ ACTIVITIES ~ PLAY

CONTACTS DIRECTORY - We shall be making a new
Contacts Directory shortly. This will include all members of Watton
Pentecostal Church - if you are a friend of the church and would
like to be included please get a registration form from Angela.

The place
to be.......
Meets Fridays
10.00am - 12noon
Friday 17th April
Table Top Sale
Pop in for a drink
and a chat
See Terrie for details

We are pleased to welcome
Iain & Sandy Milns as
members of Watton
Pentecostal Church on
29th March
Please pray for them and
family Jessica, Charmaine
and Ethan.
We also look forward to
welcoming Malcolm and
Shirley Curtis into
membership on 19th April
Please pray for them too.

Monday morning
Monthly

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Wednesday evening - Alpha - starting 22nd April
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

JPEG’S Photographic Club
April meeting ‘Portrait Workshop’
Gallery photo ‘Night Picture’
Date - to be announced - see Jon

Speaker:

10.00am - 4.00pm
Cost £10 including
lunch
BOOK NOW to Terrie Thomas

Guest
Speaker

Associate Minister at
The Bridge Church, Bolton

September 18th - 20th
LETTON HALL,
Cost £88.50
BOOK NOW to Terrie Thomas

Week 3: The power of the cross
What happened that weekend over 2000 years ago?
Friday – Jesus was crucified, he had died and was buried
Saturday
Sunday – Jesus was alive and was later seen by many of his
disciples.
The power of the cross
was sufficient to fulfil the
purpose, it even overcame
death – Jesus rose from
the dead. The resurrection
of Jesus Christ is a
cornerstone of Christian
belief.
In the New Testament
there are several stories of
people who met Jesus
after he had risen from the
dead.
1 Corinthians 15:5-7
Luke 24

Matthew 28:1-20
John 20: 10 – 21:14

Yet is the New testament reliable as a history of the time?
In his book “Alpha, questions of life” Nicky Gumbel writes:
“I am told that in a communist Russian dictionary Jesus is
described as ‘a mythical figure who never existed’. No serious
historian could maintain that position today. There is a great deal
of evidence for Jesus’ existence. This comes not only from the
Gospels and other Christian writings, but also from non-Christian
sources. For example, the Roman historians Tacitus (directly)
and Suetonius (indirectly) both write about him. The Jewish
historian Josephus, born in AD 37, describes Jesus and his
followers thus:
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‘Now there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it
be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of
wonderful works - a teacher of such men as receive
the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many
of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the]
Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the
principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the
cross, those that loved him at first did not forsake him,
for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as
the divine prophets had foretold these and ten
thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and
the tribe of Christians so named after him, are not
extinct at this day'
So there is evidence outside the New Testament for the
existence of Jesus. Furthermore, the evidence in the New
Testament is very strong.
Sometimes people say, 'The
New Testament was written a
long time ago. How do we
know that what they wrote
down has not been changed
over the years?'
The answer is that we do know,
very accurately through the
science of textual criticism, what
the New Testament writers wrote.
Essentially the more texts we
have, the less doubt there is about
the original. The late Professor F.
F. Bruce … shows in his book Are
the New Testament Documents
Reliable? How wealthy the New
Testament is in manuscript
attestation by comparing its texts
with other historical works.
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F. F. Bruce summarises the evidence by quoting Sir Frederic
Kenyon, a leading scholar in this area:
“The interval then between the dates of original composition
and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in
fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were
written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the
general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be
regarded as finally established.”

I think that what all this means is that there the New Testament is a reliable historic document. This leaves us with the
question of what do you believe? Many people have tried and
failed to disprove the evidence of the existence of Jesus and
his resurrection.
Questions:
1. Do you believe that Jesus was a real, historical figure?
2. Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross?
3. Who does Jesus say that he is?
4. Do you believe that Jesus is who he says he is and how
does that change our lives?
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Week 4: The promise of the cross
“My dear children I am very anxious that you should know
something of the history of Jesus Christ. For everybody
ought to know about him. No one ever lived, who was so
good, so kind, so gentle, and so sorry for all people who
did wrong, or were in anyway ill or miserable, as he was.
And as he is now in Heaven, where we hope to go, and all
to meet each other after we are dead, and there be happy
always together, you never can think what a good place
Heaven is, without knowing who he was and what he did.”
This is the beginning of a book written expressly for his own children in 1849 by Charles Dickens. The book was first published in
March 1934 after the death of his last surviving child. The book is
called “The Life of Our Lord”.

The book ends with this final sentence
“If we do this, and remember the life and the lessons of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, and try to act up to them, we may
confidently hope that God will forgive us our sins and mistakes, and enable us to live and die in peace.”
The promise of the cross, the death and the resurrection of Jesus
is that we can be with him forever – living forever in a restored
13
relationship with God as our Father.

John 14: 1-13
"Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God; trust
also in me. In my Father's
house are many rooms; if it
were not so, I would have
told you. I am going there to
prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.
You know the way to the
place where I am going."
Thomas said to him,
"Lord, we don't know
where you are going,
so how can we know
the way?"
Jesus answered, "I am
the way and the truth
and the life. No one
comes to the Father
except through me. If
you really knew me,
you would know my
Father as well. From
now on, you do know
him and have seen
him."
Philip said, "Lord,
show us the Father
and that will be
enough for us."
Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father …”
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Jesus is very clear about paradise or heaven; he even said to the
thief who was on the cross next to him “I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in paradise." (Luke 23: 42-44)
John tells us why he wrote his gospel, he says, “Jesus did
many other miraculous signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
(John 20:30-31)

lieving you
By be

y
ma

e
m
a
v
n
s
i
e
h
ha life in

Questions:
1. What is life really all about? Why are we here on earth?
2. Why did Charles Dickens want his children to know Jesus
Christ?
3. What did Jesus mean when he said to his disciples “I am
going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where I am.”?
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5th April
10th April
12th April
19th April
26th April

Easter Egg Hunt Service
Good Friday Communion 11.00am
Easter Day Celebration - The Purpose of the cross
The Power of the cross
Dedication Service for Annabel Mee
followed by buffet lunch

Noah’s Ark Sunday starting Easter for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

5th April
12th April
19th April
26th April

Prayer Service – 6.30pm
NO SERVICE
Alpha Introduction & Buffet Tea 4.30pm
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

