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Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and
asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship
him."
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people's
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where
the Christ was to be born. "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:
'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from
them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him."
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and
the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.
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Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the
east and have come to worship him."
Who were the Magi?
The word ‘Magi’ is a Latinization of
the plural of the Greek word ‘magos’.
The term is a specific occupational
title referring to the priestly caste of
Zoroastrianism. As part of their
religion, these priests paid particular
attention to the stars, and gained an
international reputation for astrology,
which was at that time a highly regarded science, only later giving
rise to aspects of mathematics and astronomy.
The Magi were the scientists of their day. They were considered
wise men and many of them were the rich and noble of their
nation. Hence the magi are sometimes called the three kings or
the three wise men.
Wise men have always sought out Jesus to worship him.
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Albert Einstein
“A Bible verse search in Psalm 90,
which is a Mosaic prayer, shows that
time is relative in verse 4. There
appear to be parallels between this
verse, some of Albert Einstein's
quotes and Einstein's Theory of
Relativity. My own impression is that
Einstein was inspired by this verse to
postulate the hypothesis that time is
relative”.
http://www.bible-quotes-science-info.com

Sir Isaac Newton
Newton saw God as the master
creator whose existence could not be
denied in the face of the grandeur of
all creation.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Newton

Questions:
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1. Do you think that being clever or knowledgeable is the
same as being wise?
2. Who do you know who could be described as wise?
3. Does true wisdom consider eternal matters as well as
simply earthly concerns?
4. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom”. Explain an experience that
proves this verse.

God sometimes speaks to people in dreams or visions. When we
have a dream that is from God it is important that we allow God
to open the doors, but it us who must cross the threshold to grasp
the reality.
The prayer of Sir Francis Drake
Disturb us, Lord, when We are too well
pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
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Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.
His exploits were legendary, making
him a hero to the English but a
simple pirate to the Spaniards. He
was known as "El Draque". This
name probably originated from the
old Spanish meaning "the Dragon."
King Philip II was claimed to have
offered a reward of 20,000 ducats
(about £4m by modern standards)
for his life.
He is famous for (among other
things) sailing around the world,
returning to England in 1580.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Drake

Danielle Steele is one of the bestselling authors in America and has
sold over 570 million copies of her
books.
"I wanted to be a nun when I was
young. Religion is what keeps me
going, I would be utterly lost without
it," says Steele in her interview with
Reuters.
http://blog.beliefnet.com/idolchatter/2008/0
3/danielle-steel-aspiring-nun.html

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery; Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
It is only when we really trust God that we are able to see the
stars and are able to follow after and live our dreams.
Questions:
1. What is it that keeps you going in the hard times in life?
2. Following your dream
when have you sailed too
close to the shore?
3. Have you fallen in love with
life and ceased to dream of
eternity?
4. Have you lost your thirst
for the waters of life?
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Monday morning
December 8th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club
Malcolm has been busy tidying the church garden and
would like any spare plants you have - please leave
them through the gate at the back. THANKYOU!

Wednesday
10th December
7.30 for 8.00pm
Christmas Meal at the
Willow House (adults)
£17.45 Bookings to Tina

Thursday 11th December
9.30 - 11.30am - Toddler
& Baby Group
1.30 - 3.00pm - 3’s - 5’s
Noah’s Ark Christmas Party

Friday 12th December
Friendship Club
Christmas Meal

Sunday 14th December 7.00pm Town Carol Service Queens Hall, supporting Project Rainbow

You are invited to join us at our
2008 Family Carol Service on
Sunday 21st December
10.30 - 11.30am
to include Noah’s Ark prizegiving
Children are invited to come in
angels / shepherds / kings head gear
and take part in our service!
Drinks and mince pies served

SNOW
GUARANTEED!

Thursday 25th December 11.00am - 12noon
Christmas Morning Service
Sunday 28th December
3.00pm

Christmas House Party
for the whole family
Buffet ~ Games ~ Entertainment
If you are able to do a ‘Party
Piece’ either individually or
with friends Singing ~ Sketch ~ Poem etc
Please speak to Graham or
Roger to volunteer

WOMEN’S
NEW YEAR PARTY
Why not join us at our
Party on Thursday
15th January at
7.30pm
in the Church
Please bring some
‘nibbles’ and
a gift for a lady
for under £3
Bring your friends
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There was a star over the stable, “the star they had seen in the
east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was”, but who was the real star of the stable?
Was it Mary?
Read Luke 1:27 – 38 and think
about the words in verse 38"I am
the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you
have said."
Surely this statement shows the
qualities of a real star, servanthood, submission, the desire to
obey the word of God for her no
matter what the personal cost.
But …
Was it Joseph?
Read Matthew 1:19-25 and
think about the words “Joseph
her husband was a righteous man and did not want
to expose her to public disgrace.”
Surely this statement reveals a
man of integrity, honesty and
mercy but as we read on we
find that Joseph obeyed the
command of God. His obedience was the means of Jesus
coming into the world as the
fulfilment of the words of the
prophet.
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But …

Denzel Washington was raised the son
of a Pentecostal preacher, a preacher for
the predominantly black denomination
known as the Church of God in Christ.
Denzel Washington is currently a member of a Church of God congregation in
Los Angeles.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denzel_Washington

Wilbur and
Orville Wright

Wilbur and Orville had both received Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour during their youth. Throughout their lives, they
refused to work on Sundays, and they did not drink, smoke, or
gamble.
http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v13/i4/wright.asp

JESUS was the true star of the stable.
Jesus is the true star of the stable. He alone is the means to gain
the prize of life and he is the prize itself. Look again at these
famous quotes of Jesus.
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.”
(John 11:25)
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He is the resurrection (the means) and he is the life (the prize).
Jesus could rightly say “He who believes in me will live.”
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.”
(John 14:6)
Jesus explains in answer to the question of Thomas, his disciple,
“I am the way to the Father (the means), I am the truth or reality of the Father, I am the prize, in fact no one can come to
the Father except through me.” What is the prize of life? We
should understand the bible means a new quality and a new relationship with God himself as the Father.
Paul writes, “Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is
your real life—even though invisible to spectators—is with
Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you'll show up, too—
the real you, the glorious you. Meanwhile, be content with
obscurity, like Christ.” (The Message Colossians 3: 3-4)
Look again at what Jesus says about himself in the Revelation of
John verse 17 & 18:
‘When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he
placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am
the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and
behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of
death and Hades.”’
Questions:
1. Which stars do you idolise?
2. Who have you personally met
who is famous?
3. Have you spent time with Jesus
this week? And what
happened?
4.
Can you describe the quality of
this new life in Jesus?
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“When they saw the
star, they were
overjoyed.”
Unless we follow our
star we miss out on the
real joy of living. It is
only as we follow the
real star of the stable
that we are able to know
the encouragement of a
hope that is steadfast
and certain.

Gavin Peacock is a former English professional football player
who played primarily in midfield but often as a striker.
Influenced by the positive change he saw in his mother when she
became a Christian, and already a believer in God, he started
attending the local Methodist church at the age of 18. From then
on, his Christian faith became central to his life.
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David Suchet
says, “Well, I’m a
Christian by faith”.

David Suchet is known to millions of people around the world for
his superb portrayal of Agatha Christie’s Belgian detective, Hercule Poirot, in London Weekly Television’s series Poirot, which
lasted for six years—from 1988 to 1994.
http://www.strandmag.com/suchet.htm

We live today in a world that celebrates celebrity, youth and
materialism at the expense of integrity, experience and
spirituality. Real spirituality is knowing Jesus and allowing him to
live through you. What we follow after will determine our
destination and our destiny.
This Christmas don’t allow yourself to be diverted by the
distractions of the feel good factor of Christmas or by over
indulgence or by the materialism of our age. Follow the star of
Christmas, not a star at Christmas, and find true joy this year.
May the God of peace grant you peace this Christmas.
Questions:
1. What star are you following, celebrity, youth and materialism; what do you dream about?
2. When have you experienced the joy and reassurance of
being with Jesus?
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Sunday Mornings

Matthew 2: Follow the star...
Dec 7th
Dec 14th
Dec 21st
Dec 25th
Dec 28th

‘Wise men follow the star’
10.30am
‘Star of dreams’
10.30am
Family Carol Service
10.30 – 11.30am
Christmas Day
11.00 am
Short Communion
10.30am

We have varied programme for children
during our Sunday morning Service

Sunday Evenings
Dec 7th
Dec 14th
Dec 21st
Dec 28th

Testimony evening: egg timer testimonies 6.30pm
Town Carol Service - Queen’s Hall 7.00pm
NO SERVICE
Christmas House Party, 3.00pm

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

