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AND HE WAS CALLED....
Isaiah 9: 6. For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
At Christmas we remember the child
born to us or for us. His name was
Jesus. Isaiah spoke of the titles he
would be given and that his government
and rule would know no end. During
this Christmas period we also will remember Jesus who also bears the title
Christ or Messiah and Son of God.

The word here is often linked closely to the title counsellor and is sometimes described as one title. However, to do this is to miss the grandeur
of the title and the amazing sense of who Jesus is.
Wonderful is described in Strong’s Concordance as; a miracle, a
marvellous thing, a wonder.
It is truly a marvellous thing, a marvel or a miracle that God should
become a baby Immanuel, God with us.
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign: The virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and will call him
Immanuel.
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Matthew 1:22-24
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord
had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth
to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" —which means, "God with us."
When Joseph woke up, he did what the
angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took Mary home as his wife.

From the feeding trough in
that stable in Bethlehem
came the cry from an
infants mouth that broke
through the silence of centuries. For the first time the
voice of God was heard
from human vocal chords.
Immanuel speaks of the
mighty miracle and marvel
of God becoming a man
and dwelling with us.
A young child looked at a picture of her absent father and longingly
said, "I wish Father would step out of that picture." For centuries, men
had a yearning for God to step out of the picture-to become more real,
more tangible to man. Men wanted to know God better, what He was
like, and to commune with Him. At Bethlehem, God became flesh
became real, understandable to men. Jesus is God's authentic Selfdisclosure.
What a reassuring thought it is that He is still Immanuel to His followers.
He is still God with us. He has promised, "Surely I will be with you
always, to the very end of the age" (Matt. 28:20).
We follow the One who said, "Never will I
leave you; never will I
forsake you" (Heb. 13:5). He is always the
contemporary Christ. He is superior to all life's
changes, surviving death itself. He will walk
with us through its valley into the house of the
Lord where we shall dwell with Him forever.
Questions:
1. How did Jesus disclose himself to you, how did you enter into a
personal relationship with him?
2. Share one marvellous thing or miracle that you have experienced?
3. Tell of a situation where either Matthew 28:20 or Hebrews 13:5
has comforted or encouraged you?
4. How are you going to handle the stress of Christmas this year?
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The traditional King lames Version of the Bible separates the two titles,
but more recent Bible scholars regard the comma between them as an
error. More recent translations tend to render this title as "Wonderful
Counsellor."
The titles declare the superlative qualities
of the messianic King. The title Counsellor
emphasises his wisdom. We cannot deny
our need for wise counsel and our reliance
on divine guidance. Life is often perplexing, bewildering, complex, problematic,
and disconcerting. We have an inescapable need for the Divine Counsellor.
A counsellor is one who gives counsel, who advises, instructs, and
guides in directing the judgment and conduct of another. The word has
more to do with the wisdom / counsel given to a king or ruler, than the
counselling services we see today.
The counsellor is involved in the intimacies
of life, directing one
through its crises and
critical periods. Counsellors become custodians of the crises of
life. It is a staggering
responsibility. It is a
sacred responsibility.

What are the "essential qualifications of a counsellor?
A counsellor needs to be close, accessible. Jesus Christ is as close as
the whisper of a prayer. He is always available, never away or too
busy. He will ever attend to our prayer and help us in our need.
He is compassionate, tender, loving, concerned because for him we are
not a case, but a child; not a problem person but a person with a
problem and potential.
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He knows us and our needs. He
knows what is best for us. He
knows us at our best and he
knows us at our worst. John
writes: "He knew all men. He
did not need a man's testimony about man, for He knew
what was in a man" John
2:24-25. Jesus Christ knows
and understands us better than
we do ourselves. He is the specialist of the human heart.
Another essential qualification of a counsellor is that he be able to
communicate and enable the person to discover the resources needed
for his situation. We can communicate with Christ in prayer.
How does he communicate with us? Prayer is a
dialogue rather than a
monologue. If we exercise the discipline of
silence and stillness,
Christ will speak to us
through inward
promptings, the engendering of conviction, and
the sensitizing of
conscience?
Therefore we may with confidence bring to him the hurts, the failures, the deep needs and aspirations of our lives. For Christ is the
Wonderful Counsellor.
Questions:
1. How does Christ speak to you? How did he last speak to you?
2. How does Jesus become the custodian of crises in your life?
3. Give an instance of how Jesus became your adviser /
counsellor?
4. What are your plans for Christmas and what do you see as a
perfect Christmas?
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Many have tried to
escape the force of this
declaration. However,
Scripture, history, and
human experience corroborate its sacred and
sublime truth.
In John's prologue to his
Gospel, he gives us a
breathtaking opening
statement that declares
three transcendent truths
about Jesus Christ.
1. He was eternally existent-"In the beginning was the Word."
2. He had fellowship with God-"and the Word was with God."
3. He was God-"and the Word was God."
In that same prologue we read, "Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made" (John 1:3).
The same truth is reaffirmed in
the Pauline text of Colossians
1:16. Jesus is declared to have
been an Agent of Creation. Before he ever came to earth his
hands tumbled solar systems and
galaxies into space. He set the
stars on their courses. He kindled
the fires of the sun. He scooped
out the giant beds of our mighty
oceans.
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He created not only the macroscopic with its fiery planets and its
unimaginable reaches of intergalactic space, but He created the
microscopic' as well.

He polished the eye of every tiny insect, painted the bell of the lily, and
crafted the exquisite geometry of the snowflake. He is the One who has
made "all things bright and beautiful, all things great and small."
He is the Mighty God in His pre-incarnate glory and splendour. He was
mighty in his birth when time was invaded by eternity and was split in
two. He was mighty in his ministry and his incomparable miracles. He
was mighty in his teachings, putting truths of the kingdom into word
forms so indestructible that man could never forget them. He was
mighty in His death as he rescued us from the hell we deserve and
made us heirs to the heaven we forfeited. He was mighty in his resurrection as he arose, the Mighty Conqueror, over man's last enemy.

He will be mighty as He comes again in His matchless and
transcendent glory.
Questions:
1. If Jesus is the Son of God how can he be eternally existent?
2. How has your experience proved that Jesus truly is ‘Mighty
God’
3. Give one quote of Jesus that has impacted you?
4. How are you making Christmas special for someone this year?
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Sat 1st Dec.
7.00 -9.00pm
GAMES NIGHT
Cost £1
Tuck shop

Noah’s Ark will break up
after the Party

Wednesday 28th November - JPEG’S Photographic Club
Christmas meeting 8.00pm at Jon’s - bring a plate of food.
Friday 7th Dec. Eve - Help Decorate the Church for Christmas
Monday 10th Dec.
Watton District Group Diabetes UK
Tuesday mornings
Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tues pm & Wed am
Sanctuary Counselling Service
Wed 19th Dec Christmas Meal for adults, at the Willow House

Town Carol Service ~ 9th Dec ~
7.00pm ~ Queen’s Hall
with Air Cadets from
864 Watton Sqn ATC
Christmas Day Family Communion
11.00am
Watton Pentecostal Church

Every child accompanied by an
adult is welcome.
Why not drop in and create 2 or 3 things?

FRIENDSHIP
CLUB
Christmas
Dinner
Friday 21st Dec.
1.00pm

We usually associate the name of Father with the first Person of the
Godhead, but here the title belongs to Christ. However the original text
does not denote father in the usual association we have with that word.
It means in this verse author or possessor. A more exact rendering of
this verse would be "the Father of Eternity" as it is rendered by the
Amplified Old Testament.
The verse speaks of Christ as the Eternal One and as the one who
holds eternity in his possession. Vast, unfathomable eternity is his.
One of the most intriguing exercises for the
imagination is to consider the eternity of Jesus. It staggers the mind. Jesus always was;
he had no beginning. As God, he is the
cause of all things. 'If we could turn back
time and look down the dim corridor of the
ages, we would find Jesus with the Father at
the beginning.
He was there when the planets and the universe were created. He pre-dates the eons
of time geologists tell us were involved in the
creation of our planet. He is the one who is
without beginning.
The Apostle Paul, centuries after Isaiah, writing of the eternal existence
of Christ, states: "He is before all things" (Col. 1:17). In that same
text he tells us that all things were created by Christ (v. 16).
We reckon our time in terms of B.C. and A.D. before or after Christ. But
Paul is here speaking of P.C. time; "pre-creation" time. We have a here
and a hereafter. But Christ had a before, a here, and a hereafter.
Jesus himself referred to his pre-world splendour in his prayer of John
17, when he asked his Heavenly Father: "Glorify Me in Your
presence with the glory I had with you before the world begun"
(John 17:5).
People ask, "Who was Buddha and who was Napoleon?" But always,
"Who is Jesus Christ?"
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Not only is Jesus Lord of the past and the present, but as the
possessor of eternity, He holds the future in His hands. Jesus the
timeless holds all time in his hands. We may-not know what the future
holds, but we know who holds the future.
In one of those texts that stands as a sovereign mountain peak of truth
that dominates the landscape of life, we read, "He has also set eternity in the hearts of men" (Ecclesiastes 3:11). All around us God
has put intimations of our immortality. There is within us an unrelenting
intuition to see beyond temporal horizons and to press beyond the
limits of the finite. We are haunted by a sense of destiny. Immortal calls
echo in our ears. Sublime visions flash on the screens of our
imaginations. Eternity beckons as deep calls· unto the depths God has
put in our soul.
Paul affirms: "The gift of
God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Rom. 6:23). What a
soul-stirring truth; Jesus
Christ shares his eternity
with us. Because Jesus
Christ is eternal and he
has made us joint heirs
with him, we shall share
eternity with him.

The short day of our earthly life is only a prelude and a brief preparation
for the higher life that is beyond. Our life is larger and longer than we
dream. There is much more to life than meets the eye when it is linked
with the one Isaiah calls Everlasting Father.
Questions:
1. ‘There is much more to life than meets the eye’ when linked to
Jesus. Explain how?
2. How do you see Jesus as the owner or possessor of eternity?
3. How or what do you think about Jesus holding your future in his
hands?
4. Think of one person from the past who you are going to contact
this Christmas and share why?
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Peace often seems to be the most sought for and, at the same time,
the most elusive treasure. The great cry of the world is for peace. The
diligent and devoted effort of so many world leaders and diplomats is
on behalf of peace. Yet history seems to mock their effort and confirm
the futility of man's search for peace.
Today terrorism, suicide
bombers and nuclear destruction threatens civilization
as cities and nations brace
themselves for the next
unnecessary calamity. Even
nature seems to
complain about mans futile
actions with floods,
hurricanes and giant waves.
Every new generation is born under the ominous cloud that threatens
to unleash new and even more terrible destruction. In the next deadly
game of war, the score will be kept in units of a innocent bystanders.
This is not only the era of the split atom bur of the split personality as
well. Man is beset by neuroses and psychoses that undermine his
peace from within. The fears of man are so many and varied that psychologists have charted them all the way from a to z: acrophobia, fear
of heights, to zoophobia, fear of animals.
People cannot sleep. Americans are the champion insomniacs, consuming billions of pills a year. The classic words of Henry Thoreau
seem more appropriate for our age than to his time, "The mass of men
lead lives of quiet desperation."
The heart of the problem is a problem of the heart.
Peace is not so much an external climate as it is an inward experience.
It gives inner equilibrium to the life in the midst of disquiet and
confusion. As the Prince of Peace, Jesus imparts his peace that applies
to three primary relationships.
First, He enables us to have peace with God by his work of reconciliation. Sin separated and estranged man from God. The cross of Calvary
was a great bridge across the impassable chasm of sin. It led the way
from man's fallen condition back to his holy Creator. Augustine wrote:
“Thou has made us for Thyself, and the heart of man is restless until it
finds its rest in Thee.”
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Second, Jesus enables us to have peace within ourselves. He resolves
the inner conflicts, cross purposes, and tensions which act as bandits
robbing us of serenity. He quells the civil war within the heart, between
the carnal and the spiritual nature, by the power and work of the Holy
Spirit.
When we are at peace with God and with ourselves, then we will be at
peace in the third area of relationship, ‘with others’. Having truly discovered the Fatherhood of God we will learn to practice the brotherhood of
man. When the vertical relationship is right then the horizontal
relationship will take on its proper perspective.
The four exalted titles of this text speak to us of four divine attributes of
our Lord. Wonderful Counsellor speaks of His omniscience. Mighty God
declares His divine attribute of omnipotence. Everlasting Father or
"Father of Eternity" indicates there is no point in time or space where
He is not present, expressing His attribute of omnipresence. And Prince
of Peace relates to our positive well-being, and His attribute of
omnificence unlimited in His creative bounty on our behalf.
The Prophet Isaiah elsewhere gives us the
secret of peace:
“You will keep in perfect peace him whose
mind is steadfast, because he trusts in
you.” (26:3). When our hearts and minds are
centred on Christ, we will know His serenity
amid storms.
Questions:
1. Share an experience where receiving
the peace of God has changed the
situation?
2. How can we deal with fears and
anxieties in our own lives?
3. Discuss what is meant by peace acting as a guard to hearts and
minds (Philippians 4:6-8)
4. Did you experience peace in your inner most being during the
Christmas Holiday?
Bibliography:
James Strong, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, Hendrickson Publishers,
Peabody,
Henry Gariepy, 100 Portraits of Christ, Scripture Union, Amersham on the Hill, 1987
William Barclay, the Daily Study Bible, Saint Andrews Press, Edinburgh, 1975
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2nd December:
9th December:
16th December:
23rd December:
25th December:
30th December:

10.30am.
10.30am.
10.30am.
11.00am.
11.00am.
10.30am.

‘Wonderful’
‘Counsellor’
Short Communion
Family Carol Service
Christmas Communion
‘Prince of Peace’

Meetings during the Service for children & youth
On 2nd; 9th & 30th December
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 11+
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

2nd December: 6.30pm. Prayer Concert
9th December: 7.00pm. Town Carol Service, Queen’s Hall
16th December: 4.00pm. ‘Check it Out at Christmas’
With group ‘TASTE’ & Buffet Tea
23rd December: NO SERVICE
30th December: NO SERVICE
If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

