‘Moments in Mission’
© Watton Pentecostal Church

Act 13 the Message
“One day as they were worshiping God — they were also
fasting as they waited for guidance — the Holy Spirit spoke:
"Take Barnabas and Saul and commission them for the work
I have called them to do." So they commissioned them. In that
circle of intensity and obedience, of fasting and praying, they
laid hands on their heads and sent them off. “

"Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new house, doesn't
first sit down and figure the cost so
you'll know if you can complete it?
If you only get the foundation laid
and then run out of money, you're
going to look pretty foolish.
Everyone passing by will poke fun at you: 'He started something he couldn't finish.'”
Luke 14:28-30 The Message
No one wants to start a mission that they cannot finish. Often
people are full of words and visions about mission but few make
the mission happen, because they don’t first sit down and count
the cost.
What is the cost of mission or going on a missionary trip?
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First there is finance
There is a financial cost to everything that we do including missions work. Someone once said that finance is the touch stone of
our spirituality. Money is not the root of all evil but it is the love of
money that is the root of evil. Therefore how we handle our money
gives an indication of our spiritual wellbeing.
If we are not good stewards
of our talents and employ
them any and everywhere
without first hearing God we
are just burying them. Yet if
we are mean spirited and
never give of ourselves we
are again burying our talents.
We must invest our talent and time as God asks us to give and
participate. Therefore it is easy to see why finance is an important
touchstone.
Second there is time and inconvenience
The cost of time otherwise spent being with a wife or playing with
children or grandchildren or being with friends. This is a high price
to pay. What is even more difficult perhaps is the fact that loved
ones have to make the sacrifice to release you to go, even if it is
only next door to speak to a neighbour.
The cost of giving of ourselves when it is not convenient is a high price to
pay. People often start well
but the ongoing giving of
yourself or releasing a partner can take an unexpected toll.
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It is therefore important that we consider others when we count the
cost of mission.
Third there is a change of lifestyle and attitude
The changes necessary for mission can be both challenging and
exhilarating but can be costly in terms of our self-esteem, to our
sense of independence and to our sense that we know best.
Every mission calls for people who will humble themselves, act in obedience
and work as part of a team,
understanding their own
limitations and the possibilities that are achievable in
spite of those limitations,
through working together
with God.
It is therefore important that the cost is seen in part that we are
willing to surrender ourselves to the service of God and the church
or the team that we work with.
All three of these changes are costly and sometimes in low moments it is possible to resent the cost of being separated from
loved ones, of giving time and effort to something and to the
demands placed upon us.
Questions:
1. What is the cost that you are willing to pay to see someone
come to know Jesus?
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2. Think of the three areas of
cost and determine what some
one should be willing to pay on
a mission to another country?
3. After counting the cost how can
you support the missions of the
church?

“Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge:
"God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go
out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of
life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all
I have commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day
after day after day, right up to the end of the age."
Matthew 28:18-20 The Message
He assured them of his power
All authority has been given to
me, Jesus said. Paul says to the
church in Ephesus that all things
have been put under his feet
and that he is the head over
everything for the benefit of the
church.
Everything in all creation is subject to the authority of Jesus.
He gave them a commission
He charges his disciples to go out and train everyone one you
meet whether near or far. We are to instruct those who will receive
him in the lifestyle that is fitting for Christians to live. This is the
charge that throughout history Jesus has spoken to his disciples.
Throughout every age Christians testify to having heard this command.
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He promised them his presence
He has promised, not that things will be easy or that we will be
applauded by man but that he will be with us always and will help
us as we set about his command. Remember the promise of Jesus
Christ whether in good times or in hard times. He said “I am with
you always”. Live in the promise of his presence.
Where are we to go?
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8)
Jerusalem:
The people who live in the same
town, the same street

Judea:
The people you identify with,
understand and like

Samaria:
The people you don’t identify with
and don’t understand and may not
even like
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Ends of the Earth: All people everywhere

As you go make disciples no matter if it is to the ends of the earth
or to see a neighbour or to the local shops. Always win people not
arguments.

Questions:
1. Where is your mission
field?
2. How do you win people?
3. How are you an example
to others?
4. How are you reaching
the ends of the earth?
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Our theme for August will be reflected in this
months Sunday Morning services
and Midweek Groups. There are two
Coffee, Cake and Conversation on
Sunday evenings. On the 4th August
Simon and Grace will share about how they met, then
later in the month on 19th August, Roger will be sharing
about some of the things TFG are doing in India.
Tina and Angela have been asked
to speak at a Family Week run by
Letton Hall from 19th - 26th August. They are speaking to single
parents on the topic
and ministering to the group. They would very
much value your prayers.
Pulse will be meeting in the
Church again this month, on
Saturday 25th August from
7.00 until 9.00pm. They hope
to go bowling at Dereham at
the end of the holidays on
Monday 3rd September.
Some groups will be taking a break for the holidays:
Noah’s Ark Toddler and Baby Group will not be
meeting again until September and JPEG’s Photographic Club will also be taking a break for August. But
whatever you are doing - hope you have a good Summer!

Monday morning
August 13th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Friday mornings - Friendship Club 10.00am - 12 noon

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Table Top Sale
Friday 17th August
10 am -12 noon
Watton Pentecostal Church
car park (weather permitting)
Bric a brac & Refreshments~ Why not drop in?

Paul and his companions travelled throughout the region of
Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from
preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they came
to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the
Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by
Mysia and went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a
vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him,
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." After Paul had seen
the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to
them. Acts 16:6- 10
In the midst of mission many
things happen that we cannot
understand, yet the demands
are such that we must remain
flexible, available and obedient.
Paul was stopped from preaching the gospel by the Holy Spirit
and by the Spirit of Jesus. Yet
these places were untouched by
the gospel.
Perhaps God knows best and
does not need us to do the
things that we think are right
but just to do what we are told.
During any mission anywhere
you will come up against three
things: menaces, memories
and miracles. The important
thing is not that they happen
but how you handle them.
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Menaces
When the threats of men
and the attacks of our spiritual enemy come against
us we must remember that
God is God. We have experienced the schemes of
men trying to halt the message that we bring, car
accidents, attacks of spiritual forces of evil.
“What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us,
who can be against us?” Romans 8:31

Memories
The memories that we have in times of crisis or uncertainty will
either enable us or disable us. If we have evidence of God’s love
and his faithfulness from our memories of scripture or our personal
experience, then these will help us to trust God. We should try to
seek to create testimonies to the goodness of God that we can
draw upon in times of need. Remembering victories from the past
will encourage us to victories in the future.
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Miracles
We can expect miracles to accompany us in the mission field
and miracles do follow the
preaching of the word. Even if that
preaching is sharing our faith with
one person over coffee in the
house next door. Miracles are the
interventions of God in the natural
order of things.
We often miss the miracles that
happen around us because we
are not looking at what God is
doing. The life of the Christian
by definition is supernatural
and full of miracles. But this
does not mean that we should
take God for granted but rather
we should show a childlike
wonder and delight in each intervention.
Questions:
1. Think of a time when you were menaced by an enemy and
how you responded?
2. Think of a memory that you have
used to remind you who you are
in God or that the enemies of
God are a defeated foe?
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3. What miracles have you seen
happen in your everyday life and
do you always remember to
thank God for them?

The importance of “Giving an account” or reporting to a group of
people who can have input or give direction to a missionary’s
ministry is essential. Scripture shows us that Peter, John, Paul and
Barnabas did exactly that:
“On their release, Peter and John went back to their own
people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had
said to them.” Acts 4:23
“When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by
the church and the apostles
and elders, to whom they reported everything God had
done through them.” Acts
15:4

It is important for any project or
mission to be under the covering of the church, more especially a local church. There has
been much said about the covering of a project that is negative, yet scripture suggests that
covering of a project or mission
by a local church is God’s best
working practice.
Why do some people prefer para-church organisations? I think it is
because often they are free from having to explain their behaviour
to others, and yet we see the early apostles experiencing the
benefits of giving a report or an account.
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We see a covering much the
same as carrying an umbrella
and that when it rains there is
some protection from the adversity of the circumstances that
surround us. Not restrictive but
a tool to be used. Imagine carrying an umbrella but getting
soaking wet in a rain storm –
idiotic. It is the same as not
having the covering of a local
church. Yet covering can never
be a paper exercise, it must be
real for it to be effective.
There are three aspects that make a local church covering real,
Relationship, Responsibility and Responsiveness.
Relationship
The depth of the relationship
should not be based on fellowship but on friendship.
Friends trust each other –
Friends defer to one another –
Friends love one another.
People will always trust their
friends rather than their fellows
Responsibility
The covering body should take responsibility for the actions of their
representative, for the integrity before God of the covering body is
based in the actions of those operating the project or the mission.
This is why we should never enter into anything lightly or carelessly but with diligence and prudence.
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This fact lays a responsibility on those running the mission or
project to give a report to the covering body and to answer questions honestly and forthrightly.
Responsiveness
There must also be a willingness on behalf of the covering body to
react and to question anything that is not fully understood or that
they feel uncomfortable with. This is the best protection that can
be provided for the team doing the work.
The three aspects above when applied in love will help a project
or mission to achieve great things for God.
When the apostles gave a report
to their covering body it led to:
Prayer for boldness to
speak out (Acts 4:29)
Praise to God (Acts
11:18)
Unity, a new direction
and encouragement (Acts
15:22-31).
Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

To whom do you make yourself accountable?
How does this work in practice?
Who speaks into your life?
What mission or project has God placed on your
heart?

5th August
12th August
19th August
26th August

‘
‘
‘
‘

Counting the Cost’
As You Go’
Midst of Mission’
Giving an Account’

Meetings during the Service for children & youth
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 11+
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

5th August
12th August
19th August
26th August

Coffee, Cake & Conversation - Simon & Grace
Prayer Service
Coffee, Cake & Conversation - Roger
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
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