‘Chords from David’s Harp’
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Week 1: My shepherd your shepherd Psalm 23
Please read the whole psalm aloud
in the group or alone before
continuing.
The 23rd psalm is as full of faith
as it is beautiful. It is often read
at funerals and at times of
sorrow and difficulties. The
reason is that this reveals and
inspires a faith that can walk in the
midst of darkness.
We can try to work out the similarities of relationship. The relationship
between the shepherd and his sheep is such that he rules, guides, feed
and protects them and they follow, obey, love and trust him.
It would be good for the small group to read the psalm together and to
hover over each verse as a kestrel hovers above the green pasture and
still waters revealed in the psalm. The psalm is divided into two
metaphors, the Shepherd and the Host.

Verses 1- 4 The shepherd
God as the Personal Shepherd: The Lord is my shepherd. A long
experience of trusting God lies behind these words. The rich corporate
relation of Israel to God is appropriated as
an individual realisation. The picture of a
faithful shepherd is the epitome of tender
care and continuing watchfulness. The
sheep instinctively trust the shepherd to
provide for the 'morrow. The most
distinctive feature of this extended
metaphor is the wise leading of the
shepherd. He leads into rest and reviving,
into the struggles of life, and through the
dangerous places. The shepherd thus
provides for the needs of life and protects
from the fear of danger.
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Verses 5-6 The Host
God as the Gracious Host: Thou
preparest a table. The writer
introduces a secondary metaphor to
further express his trust. The scene
changes to show the psalmist as the
guest of honour at God's house,
enjoying the warm hospitality
characteristic of the East. He is
under God's protection. His head is
anointed with perfumed oil; His
every need is completely satisfied:
On the basis of this trust, every
moment of his life will be filled with
God's richest blessings. The
greatest blessing will be an intimate
fellowship with God through
continued worship of Him.

Questions
Some sheep walk close to the shepherd, while some are more
adventurous and wander a little further a field. What sort of follower are
you?
How has God filled your life with Blessings?
What is meant by the phrase “”He restores my soul”?
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Week 2: You are the man - Psalm 51
Please read the whole psalm aloud in the group or alone before
continuing.
The psalm seems to have come at a low time in David’s life, a song of
repentance as revealed in 2 Samuel 12
Verses 7-8 Then Nathan said to
David, "You are the man! This is
what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: 'I anointed you king over
Israel, and I delivered you from the
hand of Saul. I gave your master's
house to you, and your master's
wives into your arms. I gave you the
house of Israel and Judah. And if all
this had been too little, I would have
given you even more.
The group should read 2 Samuel 11:1 to
12:15 and discuss

Psalm 51 is David’s response:
Verses 1-2
Verses 3-6

A cry for mercy
A confession of sin

Verses 7-12 A plea for cleansing
Verses 13-17 A Vow of consecration
Verses 18-19 A prayer of restoration
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Looking at verses 10-12 in more
detail we are caught by the
sheer power of David’s
desire to be close to
God
Create in me a pure
heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast
spirit within me.
Do not cast me
from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit
from me. Restore to me
the joy of your salvation and
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Questions
Should the desire David expresses, to be close to God, also be
expressed as part of our worship and as part of our everyday prayer
times?
Do we take our relationship with God for granted?
Is that what David did?
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Week 3: The secret place - Psalm 91
Please read the whole psalm aloud in the group or alone before
continuing.
This psalm is a companion to psalm 90. Psalm 90 speaks of a man who
withers away in beneath God’s anger against sin, while Psalm 91 speaks
of a man who is able to tread the lion and the adder under his feet. This
psalm is so incredible it is no wonder that the Tempter used it when
addressing Jesus as the Son of God in the wilderness (Matthew 4:6)
The imagery of the psalm seems to be in part drawn from that Passover
night, when the Destroying Angel passed through Egypt; while the
faithful and obedient Israelites were sheltered by God.
We are going to look at the first two verses
of this Psalm, examine the key words and
consider the secret place.
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty.
I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge
and my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust."
He: he no matter whether he is rich or
poor, Jew or Gentile, slave or free. God is
no respecter of persons.
He is not concerned with who men think they are or what they think they
deserve. He loves the whole of his creation and the opportunity to
experience his love is open to all.
Dwells: to dwell means to live constantly in a certain place
Eph 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a
man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
These verses talk about abiding constantly in Christ Jesus and this is the
meaning here.
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Shelter: The word shelter can
also be translated “the secret
place”, which perhaps gives a
better understanding of the
psalmist thoughts. He who
abides constantly in the secret
place of God by faith will find rest.
The secret place gives an
indication of the intimacy of
relationship described here. The
secret place to be with God
Most High: “EL ELYON” is Hebrew for The Most High God – Highest
Name used of God in the Spiritual realm, you can’t get any higher than
the most high. It announces God as the supreme one higher than all
the pagan Gods, and is used by Nebuchadnezzar in referring to the
God of the Hebrews. It is closely linked with Melchizedek, Priest of the
most High God (Heb 7:1 This Melchizedek was king of Salem and
priest of God Most High.)
Rest:
Be
at
peace,
understanding that sense of
peace that is full of security,
provision, love and joy. Will
abide with confidence; as one
who lives in a fortress or in a
loving parental home secure
from
the
dangers
and
disappointments of the world.
Almighty: The Hebrew word EL SHADDAI means– the breasted one –
the shedder forth – the Almightiness. The all sufficient one – who is
able to break in on creation and do the impossible The first time The
Almighty was seen, is in the promise to Abram.
Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD
appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before
me and be blameless.
A promise given – Both were as good as dead – EL SHADDAI The all
sufficient God – God all bountiful meets the need and gives them a son
Say: speaking out a determination to tell people about the wonders and
goodness of God.
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
Pop in for
a chat
and a
cuppa!

Table top sale
Friday 15th June

MIDWEEK GROUPS
June’s study:
‘Chords from David’s Harp’

Meeting at various
times & locations
Helping men and women
reach their full potential.

CHRISTMAS BRAINSTORM!
Sunday 24th June following the
Morning Service
*Bring your own packed lunch*

NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings 9.30 - 11.30am
Cost £1 per family
Summer Outing to Roots at Gressenhall
Friday 22nd June
See Tina Pawsey for details

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Outing to Pensthorpe on Saturday 2nd June
Admission £7 - Bring a packed lunch
Leave WPC car park 10.00 am.
Prize for the best action photo taken on the day
Names to Jon by Sunday 27th May - Everyone welcome

at
Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 11th June
Contact Jim Dutton
Diabetes UK working in partnership
With Watton Pentecostal Church

SANCTUARY
COUNSELLING
SERVICE
operating a professional
low cost service
in a safe secure environment
See Tina Pawsey

At Watton Pentecostal Church
meeting weekly
Tuesday mornings 9.30am - 11.30am
Norfolk Primary Care Trust in partnership working with
Watton Pentecostal Church

TOGETHER FOR GOD MISSION TO INDIA
18TH MAY - 5TH JUNE 2007
Alan, Lydia,
Roger,
Lorraine and
Clare are
welcomed
with garlands
in Bangalore.

Please pray
for the team
and the
meetings
in Belgaum,
Bellary and
Bangalore

Roger shares
the gospel at
Mount Zion
Pentecostal
Church in
Bangalore.

Lord: JEHOVAH – The self revealing one / the self existent one - “I am
that I am” or “I will be what I will be”. Perhaps an easier way of
understanding this is to read Exodus 3. God introduces himself or
reveals himself as the I am (to you) who I am (to myself)

God: God – ELOHIM – strong creator it expresses the creative nature
of God and the word is a plural.
EL = strong, mighty,
prominent one. El is said to
derive from a word
meaning to “swear or
declare” giving the sense of
a Faithfulness.
El Ohim is the all powerful
mighty creator God who is
faithful to that which he has
made.
First it implies a covenant relationship with in God, Second a covenant
relationship with His creation.

Trust: Trust is a defining prerequisite of a relationship and means a
reliance on or confidence in a person. It is often conditional on
circumstances. We trust a doctor in medical circumstances or a lawyer
in legal matters. Yet the trust that we can have in God is without
conditions, and requires a complete reliance upon him and a total
confidence that he is able to do and will do what he says.

Questions
Rephrase the first two verses in contemporary language
Describe how God has provided for you?
Where is your secret place?
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Week 4: Shout for joy! Psalm 100
Please read the whole psalm aloud
in the group or alone before
continuing.
Psalm 100 is the only psalm with the
title “A Psalm of Praise”. It is interesting
to note that the book of Psalms in the
Hebrew “Tehillim” is literally the “Book
of Praises”. This psalm contains the
promise of Christianity, as a winter
contains the promise of spring.
The Psalm is a double call to worship
and was undoubtedly a processional
hymn written for this purpose.

Verses 1-3 A joyful procession
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. This first call to worship may well
have been rendered by a choir outside the Temple precincts. Prime
essential for such worship is a knowledge of God; that is, a recognition
that the Lord is God, Creator and Shepherd of his people Israel. And
this knowledge leads to joyful praise, gladness, and singing.

Verses 4-5 A thankful entry
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving. This second call to worship may
well have been the invitation by a choir within the Temple precincts.
The worshipers, approaching the gates, were invited to continue their
worship by entering the gates and then the courts. The further
essentials of worship are thanksgiving, praise, prayer, and additional
knowledge of God's character. The Lord's attributes of goodness, love,
and faithfulness must be recognized by worshipers in any period of
time.
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Read the psalm aloud once more this time from the message version of
the Bible.

The Message Psalm 100
On your feet now - applaud GOD! Bring a gift of laughter,
sing yourselves into his presence.
Know this: GOD is God, and God, GOD.
He made us; we didn't make him.
We're his people, his well-tended sheep.
Enter with the password: "Thank you!"
Make yourselves at home, talking praise.
Thank him. Worship him.
For GOD is sheer beauty,
all-generous in love,
loyal always and ever.

Questions
1. Try to say Hallelujah without
laughing
2. Think of the stages of entering into
worship.
3. Look at John 4:23 “Yet a time is
coming and has now come when
the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks”, and discuss
what this means and what the
attributes of a worshipper would be?
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Coffee, Cake
& Conversation

Pulse - Bowling

Simon & Grace’s
Marriage Blessing

3rd June
10th June
17th June
24th June

‘
‘
‘
‘

Your Shepherd, My Shepherd’
You are the Man’
The Secret Place’
Shout for Joy’

Meetings during the Service for children & youth
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 11+ (see ad on p.8)
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

3rd June
10th June
17th June
24th June

Coffee Cake & Conversation
NO SERVICE
Worship Evening
Coffee Cake & Conversation

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

