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God wants to release each one of
us to fulfil God’s call in our life
and in the Church. The principles
that we can learn from the lives of
these ‘Worthy Women’ are applicable for all – men and women,
young and old. Let’s reach step
out together and reach our full
potential in Jesus Christ!

Esther’s story is told in the book of Esther.
She Overcame her Problems
Esther 2:7 – 9. She did not allow her background to limit her – an
orphan girl, in exile in a foreign country where women were at
best thought of as second class citizens, and her race despised,
and she was brought up by a male cousin. In spite of all this she
moved forward into what God had for her.
When God calls us into fresh
challenges, we should not be limited by circumstances of our past
or present. Often the barriers we
put up to moving into new areas
were actually not quite so big as
we thought they were, once we
have crossed them. It is important
that we face up to our circumstances and problems, deal with
them appropriately and move on.
Don’t be limited by your natural abilities either, very often God uses
us in areas where in the natural we are weak, and supernaturally
equips us in order that we totally rely on Him. Esther would not
have considered that she could ever become a queen. Esther
2:17&18.
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God wants to bring release and breakthrough in whatever area is
preventing you from moving into the plans and purposes he has
for you. Jeremiah 29:11. “For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope and a future.” Many men and women
have been put down, or put themselves down – God wants to raise
you up and release his plans in your life – we serve a great God.
Trusted God
Esther learned to trust God by first trusting Mordecai, he cousin
and seeking his advice. God supernaturally worked in Esther’s
life, and opened doors, to get her into the place where her ministry would become effective, and positioned her so she could help
her people, at a time of national disaster. She often had to place
her trust in God, at times things were probably quite difficult for
her to understand, being brought into the alien environment of the
Royal Palace.
Throughout the book of
Esther we see that she
often had to trust God,
she was not paralysed
by fear, but moved in
faith. Esther 4:15& 16.
In calling for a time of prayer and fasting she demonstrated her
submission and surrender to God, she knew that it was only Him
who could save her people, the Jews, from the threatened annihilation.
Trust Him to make a way where there is no way, don’t be limited
by your own inadequacies, look to God’s greatness and stand firm
in your calling. 1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labour in the Lord is not in vain.
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For such a time as this
The prophetic words Mordecai speaks into Esther’s life have
through the centuries challenged God’s people to reach out to
their own generation. “Who knows that you have been called
to the Kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 Such a
time as this, a time when it really mattered, a time when life and
death hung in the balance for the people of God and when she
was the one who could make a difference. It was vital that Esther
was walking in step with God at this time, to see the amazing deliverance that took place for her people, the Jews.
Webster defines opportunity as “A set
of circumstances providing a chance or
possibility; a stroke of good fortune
which presents itself and can either be
grasped or lost” Opportunities come
and go. Sometimes they return; often
they don’t. We’ve all heard the phrase
‘window of opportunity.’
The concept of opportune time is found
in the Greek word kairos. It is the time
something should or must be done.
In Luke 19:44 Jesus weeps over Jerusalem and says “You did
not recognise the time (kairos) of your visitation” Clearly there
are times when the Holy Spirit is moving in such a way, that we
have to be ready to move with what God is doing. The preparation He takes us through, is for a specific reason. God always
sees the bigger picture, so we need to cooperate with Him rather
than rebel. He knows what He is preparing you for, He sees what
He is able to do through you, and how He wants to use you.
Questions
1. Is there anything you need to overcome to enable you to move
forward in your Christian life?
2. There is a link between trusting God and being obedient to
what he says. Can you remember a time when you trusted God
and were obedient to what he said?
3. Can you recognise what God’s doing in the Church today?
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Mary is a model of responsive obedience, modeling her own
words to the servants at Cana “Whatever He (Jesus) says to
you, do it.” John 2:5
Willing to be available
Luke 1:26 – 38. Until Gabriel’s unexpected visit, Mary’s life was quite satisfactory. She had recently become engaged
to a carpenter, Joseph, and was anticipating married life. But her life was about to
change forever. Mary found the angel’s
greeting puzzling and his presence frightening. What she heard next was the news
that almost every woman in Israel hoped
to hear – that her child would be the Messiah, God’s promised saviour. Mary did
not doubt the angel, but asked how the
pregnancy would be possible. She then
shows her willingness to become God’s
chosen vessel to bear His Son. “I am the
Lord’s servant, Mary answered. May it
be to me as you have said.” Luke 1:38
Mary was young, poor and female – all characteristics that to the
people of her day would make her seem unusable by God for any
major tasks. But God chose Mary for one of the most important
acts of obedience he has ever asked of anybody. You may feel
that your ability, experience or education makes you an unlikely
candidate for God’s service. Don’t limit Him, but be willing to do
what he says.
Exalted God
Luke 1:46 – 56. Mary’s song of joy and praise shows how well
she knew God and His word. Her thoughts were filled with words
from the Old Testament and the song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:110) Knowing God’s word can be helpful when we go through different circumstances, it can help us to know what we should do.
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Do we respond in praise when he does good things for us? Our
character is revealed by our response to the unexpected.
Embraced motherhood
Mary became the mother of Jesus
and embraced motherhood with
all its ups and downs. When Mary
presented Jesus as a baby at the
temple, Simeon told her that a
sword would pierce her heart.
Luke 2:34 & 35. These words
must have come to her mind
many times in the years that followed. A big part of her painful
privilege of being Jesus mother
would be to see her son rejected
and crucified, by the people he
came to save.
Mary never ducked out of the position God had given her and she
embraced motherhood all her life, watching him grow, seeing him
become a man, being there when he began his ministry, standing
by him in his death and going on to take her place in the early
Church.
It is important that we embrace the ministries that
God calls us to, allowing
him to equip and empower
us and knowing his grace
to take us through the ups
and downs and through
the difficult times.
Questions
1. God probably won’t send an angel, how can we know
when God is telling us to do something?
2. Praise God for something he has done in your life.
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“Ruth replied, ’Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back
from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will
stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.’”
Ruth 1:16
Ruth’s story is found in the book of Ruth
Valued Relationships

Ruth 1
Most important was that Ruth wanted a relationship with God,
this was what would sustain her through all the difficulties she
would face. The lessons that God will teach you at this time, although not the easiest, will be some of the most precious lessons
you learn.
Ruth valued her relationship with her mother-in-law Naomi, even
after things had gone wrong and Naomi wanted to return to an
uncertain future in Israel, and told Ruth to go back to her own
people.
The name Ruth means friend and she promised to stay with Naomi, and made a commitment to her. We need friends, people to
stand with us, who are going the same way as we are. Where
you go – I will go, where you live – I will live, I want to be a part of
your people, I want to follow your God.
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
Pop in for
a chat
and a
cuppa!

Table top sale
Friday 18th May

MIDWEEK GROUPS
May’s study:
‘Worthy Women’
Meeting at various
times & locations
Helping men and women
reach their full potential.

Women for the Kingdom Weekend at Letton Hall
May 11th - 13th
Theme~ The Potter and the Clay
Places still available - see Tina

Monday morning
May 14th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday afternoons - Watton Health Visitors Baby Massage
1st - 29th May
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings -

Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Outing to Pensthorpe on Saturday 2nd June
Admission £7 - Bring a packed lunch
Leave WPC car park 10.00 am.
Prize for the best action photo taken on the day
Names to Jon by Sunday 27th May - Everyone welcome

TFG MISSION TO INDIA
18th May - 5th June
Belgaum 23.5.07. - 27.5.07
Pastor’s Meetings & Gospel Meetings
Bellary 29.5.07. - 31.5.07.
Bangalore branch churches 1.6.07. & 2.6.07.
Please pray for the Mission and the team:

Roger & Clare from Watton

Alan & Lydia Field & Lorraine Parry
from Aveley

God is able to work in any relationship, don’t limit Him. People
matter to God, He desires that we build good relationships and
are right in our relationships with each other, both family, friends
and acquaintances. He wants us to value our relationships with
others and make them work.
Moved out of desolation
Ruth 2
We all go through times of
desolation when prayers
seem to go unanswered,
problems seem to multiply
Your past seems to be
spelt with a capital P and
your future a very small f.
Desolation can be a time of tears, a time of frustration, loss or
complacency, a time of struggling fears, hopelessness, emptiness and isolation, and we can become discouraged or depressed, things can seem to go from bad to worse, and all you
want is ‘out.’
Ruth had been through such a time, but God was about to bring
her out, as she and Naomi traveled back to Bethlehem her future
was about to do a U turn!
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John 10:10 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and
that they may have it more abundantly.”

This abundant life is what God planned and purposed and provided for us to be able to live in. We have to remember however
that it is God’s way out not ours, and it will not always be an easy
route.
Into Restoration
Ruth 3 & 4
Restoration means to restore or bring
back to a former or original condition.
When something is restored in the
scriptures however it is always increased, multiplied or improved so that
it’s latter state is considerably better
than its former state.
Although they had returned to Bethlehem, Ruth and Naomi were not content
to stop half way, with Ruth gleaning
and them living a meager existence.
11

God had more for them than that,
Naomi knew that there was a
greater inheritance that was hers by
right, so we see Boaz becomes her
kinsman-redeemer; this is a picture
for us of what Jesus did at the
cross. Boaz becomes Ruth’s loving
husband and they have a son,
Obed, who was David’s grandfather
and is listed in Jesus family tree.
Restoration is a time of
fruitfulness, and reaping.
As we allow God through
His Holy Spirit to fill us
with His life, then eventually we shall see that in
our Churches, and our
communities, we are enabled to become agents of
restoration, as we take our
God given places.
Questions
1. How have you seen Godly relationships help in your
Christian walk?
2. Read John 10:10 and discuss it.
3. Has God brought restoration in any area of your life?
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“I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old
men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” Acts 2:17&18
Women of Prayer
Acts 1:13 & 14 The women of the upper
room took their place alongside the apostles
and the other believers. Jesus mother, Mary
is mentioned specifically, but it is clear that
other women were there, that Luke mentions
them shows they were an integral part of the
work. Those early meetings, after Jesus had
ascended were marked by sustained united
prayer, as they waited in obedience to Jesus, for the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
(Acts1:4&5)
We too need to be men and women of prayer, standing alongside
one another in unity, to see the Kingdom of God advance. No
one is exempt from the work God does, or too insignificant to
matter. It is important that each one of us finds our place in the
body of Christ, and that prayer becomes a priority.
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Baptised in the Holy Spirit

Acts 2. As the 120 believers again continued in unity and prayer
in the upper room the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on
ALL the believers on the day of Pentecost. It was 10 days since
he had ascended to be with the Father. It was a new day and a
new Church, a Church where women could take their place fully
alongside men. That day God cut through all the thinking and traditions of man and showed he had come for all mankind, not only
men and women together, but also Jews and Gentiles, scholars
and uneducated, young and old, rich and poor. What had previously been contained in the upper room, now spilled out on to the
streets of Jerusalem, that were teeming with Jews from all
around the known world, who had come to celebrate the feast of
Passover, a Gospel for all nations. The commotion of the sound
like a rushing wind and the tongues of fire that rested on the believers heads as the 120 were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in tongues, telling of the wonderful works of God
amazed all who were gathered there.
Peter, speaking to the crowds that had gathered explained that
this was what Joel had prophesied.
“I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions, your old
men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out
my Spirit in those days.” Acts 2:17&18
There is a need for each one of us to be filled and refilled with the
Holy Spirit, to empower and equip us to fulfil God’s plans and
purposes in our lives.
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Functioning in Ministry
As the early Church grew and spread we see women begin to
take their place in the Church and function in the ministry God
had prepared for them. Not all were there in the Upper room, but
all were saved as a result of what God did at that time and moved
in the gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit.
Lydia – Acts 16:15 The first European Church met in her house.
Priscilla – Acts 18 A teacher alongside her husband Aquilla
Philip’s daughters – Acts 21:8&9 Philip had four daughters who
prophesied.
Phoebe – Romans 16:1 A radiant minister of the gospel.
Junias – Romans 16:7 An apostle
Nympha – Colossians 4:15 Hosted a church in her house.
Just as these worthy women became believers and were baptised in the Holy Spirit, received the gift of tongues and moved in
various gifts and ministries to see the Church established and
grow, so we also need to find our place and function in the giftings God has given us. We live in a unique time, when the
Church is growing faster than ever before and the day of Jesus
return is ever closer. This is a day of opportunity for each one of
us and God has a plan and a purpose for us, as we move forward
reaching our full potential.
“Yet who knows that you have come to the Kingdom, for
such a time as this!” Esther 4:14

Spend some time praying for one another to be filled or
refilled with the Holy Spirit and that God release you further in
the areas he has planned for you to function in.
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6th May
13th May
20th May
27th May

Guest speaker - Gladson Godswill from India
Mary the mother of Jesus
Ruth
Pentecost - The women of the upper room

During the Sunday Service there is:
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 12+ (see ad on p.8)
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

6th May
13th May
20th May
27th May

Prayer Service for WFTK Weekend
NO SERVICE
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Prayer Service for TFG Mission in India

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

