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Week 1: God's Plan the Cross

Read Ephesians 1:4-10
It was obvious to Paul that God's
plan to rescue mankind and to give
them a new relationship to himself
was found in Jesus Christ and his
sacrificial death on the Cross and
upon his resurrection. In the Old
Testament God gives instances or
fore-runners of what he was going
to do, Abraham and Isaac
(Genesis 22) for instance.
Jesus taught about what was to happen, the parable of the tenants
(Matthew 21:33-41) for instance. God was teaching people what
was going to happen so that when it actually took place they would
understand.
Looking at Ephesians more closely we can see that he chose us
before the world was created. He chose us in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1:4-5
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to
be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with his pleasure and will
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God paid the price for our debt through Jesus Christ and the
shedding of his blood. He did this because in his free will he chose
to love us.
Ephesians 1:6-7
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given
us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches
of God's grace.
Jesus knew the purpose for which God had sent him and in two
millennium we have seen about one third of mankind come
together under one head Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:9-10
And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to
his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into
effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment — to
bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one
head, even Christ.
Questions
How has God made known the mystery of his will?
Why was the cross necessary?
Who are the beneficiaries of the death of Jesus Christ?
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Week 2: The Power of the Cross
Read the first two chapters of Colossians this week and meditate
upon them. Please pay particular attention to the verses below.
Reconciled all things to himself
Colossians 1:19-20 For God was pleased
to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things
in heaven, by making peace through his
blood, shed on the cross.
What does it mean to reconcile all things to
himself?
Nailed it to the cross
Colossians 2:13-14 When you were dead in your sins and in
the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the
written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that
stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.

The idea presented here is that through the cross our debt to God has
been wiped away. If you wrote an IOU to God what would it say?
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Triumphing over them by the cross

Colossians 2:15 And
having disarmed the
powers and authorities,
he
made
a
public
spectacle
of
them,
triumphing over them by
the cross.

Jesus Christ's triumph over sin was accomplished in the cross.
The idea is that God divested (stripped naked ) principalities and
powers of their uncontested rule and authority over redeemed
people who live under Christ's Lordship. The fact that he made a
public spectacle of them affirms that they are not annihilated, but
that their authority has been curbed.

If we are participants in Christ's death and resurrection and if we
live this resurrection life are we free from attack by these
principalities and powers?
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Week 3: The Message of the Cross
The message of the cross is simply this; when some one is born
they are not a Christian, neither are they necessarily going to
heaven. People used to think they were Christians because they
went to church or were born in a Christian country, but this is
obviously not so.
God cared about you becoming a Christian, or being
saved, or born again, or in a
personal relationship with
God. He cared enough to
send his only begotten Son
Jesus to both invite us and
enable us to experience a personal relationship with God as
a Father.

1. God is not neutral.
God loves you and created you to know him personally

God Loves You
John 3:16 For God so
loved the world that
he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but
have eternal life.
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God wants you to know him
John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
Yet many people never experience the reality of this love, why?
2. Sin separates us from God
This means that we cannot know him or experience his Love
We are all sinful
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God,
What is sin?
Sin is wanting to go our own way instead of God's way. We show
this attitude by openly disobeying God or by simply ignoring Him.
Sin separates us from God
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death (death meaning
separation from God forever).
God is perfect and we
are sinful. There is a
great gap between us
because of our sin.
MONEY
Something is missing
FRIENDS
WORK
from our lives that nothing else can satisfy. Neither money or friends,
work or leisure activities
can fill that God-shaped
void in our life.
We can try to come to God by bridging the separating gap
ourselves, by our own good deeds or even by religious activities
like going to church. But all our efforts will fail because they do not
7
deal with sin.

EVENTS

At Letton Hall
May 11th - 13th

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

“Yet, O Lord, you are our Father.
We are the clay, you are the
potter, we are all the work of
your hand.” Isaiah 64:8
See Terrie for details

Sunday 22nd April at 6.30pm
followed by Buffet Supper

Marriage Blessing
of
Simon & Grace
Sunday 29th April
10.30am
followed by Buffet Lunch

Table top sale
Friday 20th April

See Angela
for details

DIARY DATES
Monday morning
2nd April

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings Afternoons
3rd, 10th & 17th Wed 25th April
-

Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Watton Health Visitors Baby Massage
Save a Baby’s Life Course

Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings -

Wed 25th April
8.00pm
Friday 27th April
7.00pm

Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Summer term starts 19th April

- JPEG’S Photographic Club
Competition - A portrait photo
-

Sunday 24th June -

Church Spring Clean - Help us get the
Church cleaned ready for Simon &
Graces Marriage Blessing
Christmas 2007 Brainstorm after the
Morning Service - Bring a packed lunch

Why not join a
group now?
See Richard for details

See Richard for details

3. Jesus Christ is God's solution to our sin.
He died in our place 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
Through him alone can we know God and experience his love
He is the only way to God
John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I
am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.
We all to deserve to be cut off from God forever, as the just penalty
for our sin. But God sent his Son Jesus to pay the penalty for us,
by dying on the cross. Through Jesus, God bridged the gap which
separates us from Him. So now we can know God and be forgiven
for our sin.
It is not enough to know the
facts.....
...We must receive Jesus Christ
into our lives as Saviour and
Lord. Then we can know God
and experience his love.
4. We must receive Jesus Christ
John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God
Receiving Jesus Christ involves:
Turning from our sin
Agreeing with God that we are sinful and wanting to turn from our
sin to God.
Believing in the name of Jesus
Trusting God to forgive us completely because Jesus Christ died
for our sins.
10

Receiving Jesus as Lord
Choosing to follow Jesus Christ as our Lord.
Jesus promises to come into
our lives when we receive
Him.
Revelation 3:20 Here I am! I
stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I
will come in and eat with
him, and he with me.
So it's not enough just to think or feel that these facts are true. We
have to make a choice....
..............invite him in or reject him.
You can invite Jesus Christ into your life by faith expressed in
prayer.
(prayer is talking to God)
God is not so concerned with your words as He is with your
attitude. Here is a suggested prayer:Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going
my own way instead of your way. Thank you for
dying to take away my sin. Please come into my
life and make me the person you want me to be.
Amen
If you have never prayed this kind of prayer why not make this your
prayer now.
Question
Look at John 3:16-18 and discuss the following
Who already stands condemned?
To what are they condemned?
How can people be rescued?
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Week 4: The Consequences of the Cross
The fact that Jesus came into the world and that lived amongst
people and showed his goodness and showed them miracles,
means that people no longer have the excuse of ignorance.

John 15:22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would
not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for
their sin.
The cross of Jesus brings a consequence, the fact that Jesus
came into the world and was hated by the world and crucified
means that people who believe have an opportunity to be rescued
from being condemned to Hell, an eternity of conscious
punishment.

John 3:18
Whoever believes in
him is not condemned,
but whoever does not
believe
stands
condemned
already
because he has not
believed in the name of
God's one and only Son
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Human Destiny
For a believer in Christ destiny is glorious.
It is living in the presence of God, being
made like Christ, resting from our labours,
fulfilling complete service, enjoying
perfection of being, receiving everlasting
reward, entering into the fullness of
knowledge - all summed up in the term
"Eternal Life".
In this day of consummation, regeneration will blossom into
fullness of life, redemption of the body be added to that of the soul,
justification issue in glorification, mortality be swallowed up of life,
sanctification be fulfilled in Christlikeness and sorrow and pain
absorbed in joy and gladness.
But there is a somber side to human destiny. To those who do not
love the Lord and know not his salvation there is judgment. As
there is a heaven for believers, so there is a hell for unbelievers.
Divine retribution is necessary. God, as judge of all the earth, must
punish sin; it is reasonable in that it inculcates a healthy fear of evil.
If there is no retribution there is no reward, for where there is no
blame there can be no praise. It will be righteous, and it will be very
real. It is inevitable: it will be final. Jesus taught retribution,
expressing in unmistakable terms its finality, its severity and its
eternity.
The last book of the bible is particularly vivid in its representation of
eternal judgment. There is a
“wrath to come”, but Christ can
save us from it. Hell is real, but so
is the saving grace of Christ.
Questions:
What will heaven be like?
What about children who are unable as yet to make the decision
to accept or reject Christ?
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Can I lose my salvation?

Week 5: The Cross still stands
David Hind (song writer, worship leader, and pastor) in the song
'Still' makes this point clear, he wrote:

“The cross still stands
The cross still towers
His blood still cleanses
Eternally the same”

Read Acts 2:14 – 39 the sermon of Peter on the day of Pentecost.
David Hind seems to encompass the heart of Peter's message in
a chorus. Pater makes the appeal and 3000 people were changed.
23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose
38 Peter replied, "Repent and
be baptised, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
39The promise is for you and
your children and for all who
are far off—for all whom the
Lord our God will call."
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The writer of Hebrews makes the point that Jesus is the same for
ever
Hebrews 13:8
‘Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.’

John also explains why the book was written so that future
generations may believe in Jesus and not stand condemned
John 20 30-31 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name.

The cross of Jesus Christ was the sacrifice once for all therefore it
is robbed of none of it's power by time, location or by race or
language.
Question
How has the cross of Jesus Christ changed your life?
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1st April
6th April
8th April
15th April
22nd April
29th April

God’s plan - the cross
Good Friday 11.0am - Easter Communion
Easter Sunday - The power of the cross
The message of the cross
The consequences of the cross
Marriage Blessing for Simon & Grace
followed by buffet lunch

During the Sunday Service there is:
Creche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 12+
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.
1st April
8th April
15th April
22nd April
28th April

Coffee, Cake & Conversation - Graham Thomas
NO SERVICE
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Worship & Testimony with ‘Lampo’
followed by buffet supper
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

